
vtfsl 

bnn ' 

^he r ,^ 

I.*?*; 

in v ** 

"J^! 

s J e in JUrto 
why j 


Butler suspends air 
surveillance over Iraq 

WASHINGTON (R) — Chief U.N. weapons inspector 
Richard Butler said on Monday he was suspend in- flights 
by US. U-2 spy planes over Iraq while the UN. Securiiv 
(Council debates die future of the operation u> control Iraq's 
afgeCBl, He also acknowledged that the operation, known as 
ONSCOM. may be revamped as a result of the crisis with 
Baghdad but insisted ibe dismantling operation in Iraq was 
not frTKhcd and rejected suggestions that he should rwien. 
TJNSCOM is not d ead , he told a conference on weapons 
nonproliferation sponsored by die Carnegie Endowment for 
Intemanonal Peace. Butter predicted the Security Council 
would reach a compromise on the inspection group's future 
ofKrato in Iraq, halted by Baghdad late last year and 
thrown into further doubt by four daws of U.S. and British 
nir strikes in December. 
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White House rejects impeachment 
charges in official response 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The White House launched its 
effort to keep President Bill Clinton in office Monday, 
calling on the Senate to drop impeachment charges against 
him. Clinton's legal team rejecied charges of peijujy and 
obsiruction of justice in answer to a formal summons sent 
by the Senate which is conducting the first impeachment 
trial in 131 years. Clinton lawy ers, arguing that the two 
impeachment charges should he dismissed by the Senate, 
said they failed to rise to the lev el of "high crimes and mis- 
demeanours." (See story on page 4i 
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Leading Albanian 

in Kosovo 

shot dead 

PRISON A (AFP) — Enver 
Mrdoku. heal' of the Kosovo 
Albanian Information Centre 
(KlCj. a news agency run by 
dhnic Albanians, was shot 
dead Monday, the OSCE 
said. Maloku "was shot dead 
at 4:10 pan. [1510 GMT] in 
front of his house here in 
Pristina,” said Sandy Blyth. 
spokesman for the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe's tOSCE) 
tTK«i wring mission in Koso- 
vo. The attack was carried out 
by three assailants, Blyth said 
The attack was confirmed by 
Serb sources. 

Peacekeepers 
daim gains 
in Sierra Leone 

FREETOWN (R) — West 
Africa's regional body said its 
Nigerian- fed troops were dri- 
ving rebels out of Sierra 
Leone's capital on Monday 
and had retaken the presiden- 
cy. The statement came hours 
after witnesses heard heavy 
shelling and gunfire coming 
from die centra) district of 
Freetown which the EOO- 
MOG intervention force lost 
to the rebels on Jan. 6. "The 
rebels are now being pushed 
out of Freetown following 
rrinfbrceinent by ECCF 
M0GT the Economic Com- 
munity of West African States 
(ECOWAS) said. 

Village in border 
zone hit by 
mortar fire 


MARJAYOON (AFP) — 
... Anti-Israeli mortar fire Mon- 
and yjnw " I day rocked the village of Rum 
'" m I in the Jezzine region held by 
ru iumed ^ gtfufr, Lebanon Army 
nd brjinc a ■ (SLAj, the Israeli-backed 
Cotonou & ^^3 Some 30 rounds 
: fell on the Christian village, 
the SLA said, adding that 
tee had been no casualties 
inthe attack but that 10 hous- 
es' had been hit. The two-hour 
bombardment also destroyed 
seven care, the militia said. 
Israel maintains an intelli- 
gence presence in the Jezzine 
region but insists it fails out- 
die border strip it occu- 
pies as a "security zone.” No 
group ’has yet claimed the 
attack. 
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Japan warns cult 
is regaining power 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Aura Supreme Truth sect, 
blamed for the 1995 nerve gas 
pflack on the Tokyo subway, 
is regrouping and building up 
strength, a top government 
^Scial warned Monday. 
7Aum Shinrikvo is regaining 
P°wer and is now two thuds 
pf iis former size." Chief Cab- 
inet Secretary' Hiromu Nona- 
told reporters. "We have to 
'"'Nch thecult carefully. In my 
opinion, it is regrettable the 
^subversive Activities. 
was not applied,” to the 
he said. The group 
®> c >ped being outlawed in 
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pd lantary 1997 because a legal 
ruled there was no rea- 
*** *0 believe the cult could 
sfli be a threat to society. 

Wan charged with 
kx evasion on 
donkey income 

CAIRO (AP) — A Luxor 
Pkn is faring prison for fail- 
“iS to pay taxes on income 
Earned from giving rides to 
p®™® on his donkey around 
j^raonic sites. The tax 
< *P a nment says Ragab Mah- 
Mohammed owes it 
’’i75 pounds ($354) in 
taxes for the last year. 
? money is not paid 
could be jailed 
IQr lax Elision, the A1 Wafd 
IJewgaper reported Monday. 
y® 1 * no details of the posa- 
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House endorses government’s 
JD2,160m budget for 1999 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
Monday endorsed the state's 
1 999 fiscal budget of 
JD2.J60 million with an 
estimated deficit of seven 
per cent and approved rec- 
ommendations submitted b\ 
the House Finance Commit- 
tee. 

Of the 67 deputies who 
attended the session. 55 
voted in favour of the draft 
budget law, which is to be 
referred to the Senate for 
further debate and endorse- 
ment. 

Responding to the vote. 
Prime Minister Fuyez 
Tarawneh said the govern- 
ment appreciated the 
House’s decision, particular- 
ly the efforts of the Finance 
Committee in advising and 
providing constructive ideas 
and recommendations to the 
government. 

Tarawneh said the propos- 
als submitted during the 
budget debate will be taken 
into consideration to help 
the government in carrying 
out its duty and fulfilling its 
mandate. 

In reference to the 
deputies' demand that the 


government act on the coun- 
try's debt problem, the 
prime minister said the gov- 
ernment will step up con- 
tacts with creditor nations in 
order to reschedule its pay- 
ments. 

The govern me nt, he said, 
will hold back on guarantee- 
ing loans to public compa- 
nies to avoid compounding 
its debts and will encourage 
these institutions to boost 
their efficiency and produc- 
tivity. 

According to Tarawneh, 
the government is commit- 
ted to providing the means 
for the Armed Forces and 
security services to carry out 
the responsibility of ensur- 
ing national security. 

He said social serv ices will 
target underprivileged fami- 
lies, continue to provide 
them with monthly financial 
aid through ihe National Aid 
Fund and help the poor start 
up small income-generating 
projects through Employ- 
ment and Development 
Fund loans. 

The premier said the gov - 
ernment is proceeding with 
the implementation of a 
national safety net which 


entails improving infrastruc- 
ture services in the less 
developed regions, includ- 
ing Palestinian refugee 
camps. 

Tarawneh v.iid the govern- 
ment is committed to" imple- 
menting plans for education 
as well as a national health 
serv ice programme, expect- 
ed to be completed by the 
year 2010. 

Tarawneh said that to 
encourage investments, the 
government sold pan of its 
share in the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company to a 
French firm, depositing the 
JD72 million it received 
from the sale in the Centra) 
Bank to be spent on devel- 
opment. nut current expen- 
ditures. 

During 1998, he said. 
JD480 million in capital was 
invested in the country, up 
from JD380 million in 1 997. 
The prime minister pledged 
continued government 
efforts to boost investments 
in production and develop- 
ment fields. 

Referring to the deputies' 
remarks about the agricul- 
tural sector, the prime minis- 
ter said the government allo- 


cated JD23 million tor 1999 
for soft loans to farmers and 
lias already rescheduled the 
debts of 40.1 tun farmers, 
which amount to a total of 
JD60 million to be paid in 
three lo lit years. He said 9fi 
per cent of the loans will 
bench i small farmers. 

Discussing tourism pro- 
motion. Tarawneh said JD3 
million has been allocated to 
finance a special commit- 
tee's plans to create the most 
appropriate atmosphere for 
tourism. 

He said a long-term S60 
million soft loan to Jordan 
granted by the Japanese gov- 
ernment will also be spent 
on projects to promote the 
tourism industry. 

Hie prime minister out- 
lined plans by the ministries 
of education and health to 
upgrade health and educa- 
tion services. 

Referring in corruption. 
Tarawneh emphasised that 
the government is deter- 
mined to pursue a policy of 
holding to account and pun- 
ishing persons vvJiu abuse 
their positions or become 
involved in financial and 
administrative corruption. 


‘Jordan expects additional $100m 
in U.S. aid over next two years’ 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
expected to receive $100 
million in additional aid in 
two equal payments' from 
the U.S. over the next 21 
months, a senior Jordanian 
official said Monday. 

'The U.S. administration 
has pledged to seek from 
Congress an extra $100 mil- 
lion in economic assistance 
fiends to JviJjn." 
sador to Washington Mar- 
wan Muasher told the Jor- 
dan Tinj^- 

Muashcr said Jordan's 
current economic difficul- 
ties were a main issue of in- 
depth discussion during His 
Majesty’ King Hussein's last 
Tuesday meeting with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton at the 
White House. 

“Dunne last Tuesday's 


meeting. His Majesty 
argued for additional eco- 
nomic assistance to the 
Kingdom, due to the present 
difficult economic situation 
and needs.” Muasher said. 

He said the American 
administration reacted to 
the King's argument by 
pledging to seek an extra 
SI 00 million in economic 
assistance that will be divid- 
ed over two years. 

“We expect lo receive the 
first extra $50 million in 
October 1999. and the rest 
in October 2000." Muasher 
oid. 

HRH Crown Prince Hus- 
san. the Regent, announced 
on Saturday that the King 
briefed him on the recent 
results of his talks with U.S. 
administration officials and 
on the administration’s 
intern to encourage 


increased investment in Jor- 
dan and provide additional 
aid. 

Last year, the U.S. Con- 
gress agreed to allocate 
5225 million to Jordan in 
1 999. $150 mil Iron in eco- 
nomic assistance and $75 
million in military aid. 

During a brief visit tu 
Amman on Dec. 15. U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright pledged 
to •eefc from Congress an 
extra $200 million in securi- 
ty assistance funds to bol- 
ster Jordan’s ability to cope 
with regional turmoil. 

The extra $200 million is 
to be divided over three 
years (approximately Son 
million per year). 

Muasher explained that 
should Congress approve 
the additional packages, the 
Kingdom would receive a 


total of $54 1 million. 5200 
million in economic and 
$141 million in military aid. 
in 1999. 

The ambassador pointed 
out ibai the U.S. administra- 
tion also promised to offer 
all possible assistance to 
Jordan in order to support 
its national economy. 

"The U.S. promised to 
support Jordan's demands 
for increasing trade with the 
R.te»iii.i.i»i ua! 

Authority areas." Muasher 
said. 

Referring to the recent 
agreement signed between 
Jordan and the U.S. on trade 
and investment, the ambas- 
sador said. "We have signed 
with the U.S. a framework 
which is considered an 
introduction for negotia- 
tions for establishing a free 
trade area soon.” 



This file photo shous a U.S. F15 soaring through the skies in an undisclosed location 
in February' 1998. U.S. F15s and an F16 fired on two missile sites in Iraq’s northern 
no-fly zone on Monday in two separate incidents, after they were illuminated by Iraqi 
radar (AFP photo) 

U.S. planes attack two 
Iraqi sites in northern zone 

Kuwait puts army on red alert 


Agencies 

U.S. FIGHTER jets 
attacked two Iraqi missile 
sites in the northern no-fly 
zone on Monday in the lat- 
est militaty clash with 
Baghdad, the Pentagon said. 

No damage or casualties 
were reported on the U.S. 
side, and the Pentagon s’aid 
all of die American planes 
had returned safely to base 
in IncirliL Turkey. 

Army Lt. Col. Steve 
Campbell, a U.S. Defence 
Department spokesman, 
told Reuters both incidents 
had occurred at about 10:45 
a. m. local time, near Mosul 
in northern Iraq. 

“In both cases, coalition 
aircraft were illuminated by 
Iraqi air defence missile 
systems," Campbell said. 

In one ease, two U.S. F-15 
'■ai plane:, i-.spc-ndej by 
dropping two precision- 
guided bombs on an Iraqi 
missile launch site. And in 
the second incident an F-16 
jet fired a High-Speed Anti- 
Radiation Missile (HARM-) 
at another site. 

“There was no damage to 
coalition aircraft, which al! 
returned safely to base and 
damage to Iraqi forces' is 
currently being assessed." 


Campbell added. 

He said it was not yet 
clear whether the U.S. had 
hit the Iraqi targets. 

Earlier. CapL Melinda 
Morgan, a spokeswoman 
for the U.S. European Com- 
mand in Germany, said the 
air crews bad acted in self- 
defence to suppress a 
ground-bused missile 
launch site. 

U.S. officials said in 
Washington that American 
and British planes would 
continue to monitor the no- 
fly zones despite Iraqi oppo- 
sition to the patrols. 

"The coalition will contin- 
ue to enforce the no-fly 
zones vigorously. These 
provocations are a reminder 
of the threat that President 
Saddam poses to the region 
and the need for vigilance in 
containing that threat,’' 
Natrona) Security Council 
spokesman David Leavv 
said. 

It was the fifth confronta- 
tion in no-fly zones over 
northern and southern Iraq 
in i wo weeks between Iraq 
and U.S. 

and British forces. British 
forces were not involved in 
tiie larest clash. 

Those confrontations have 
been increasing since the 


United States and Britain 
launched four days of heavy 
air raids against Iraq last 
month after Baghdad 
refused to cooperate with 
U.N. weapons inspectors. 

President Saddam said 
after last month’s air raids 
that Baghdad no longer 
would recognise the no-flv 
zones, set up after the 1991 
Gulf War to protect Kurds in 
the north and Shiite Mus- 
lims in the south from 
attacks on them by Iraqi 
forces. 

Also Monday, newspapers 
said Kuwait has put its 
armed forces on maximum 
alert and is preparing io call 
up reservists alter emer- 
gency' talks over Iraq's latest 
threats against the emirate. 

Defence Minister Sheikh 
Salem Sabah AI Salem Al 
Sabah, who chaired a meet- 
ing of ihe Defence Council 
late Sunday, said in the 
reports that all army units 
had been put on maximum 
combat alen. 

He added that preparations 
were to be made to draft in 
reserve servicemen "in light 
of the Iraqi regime’s recent 
threats to the state of Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia.” 

(Continued on page 2) 


Israeli elections cannot postpone 
Palestinian state, Arafat says 

Peres urges negotiations on state 


RAMALLAH (Agencies) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat insisted on Monday 
that the announeemein ol a 
Palestinian suite in May this 
year cannot be put off because 
of Israeli general elections due 
later in the same month. 

"\\‘C believe that tliere an? 
important dates that cannot be 
ignored, bypassed or Icl slide 
without proper accounting and 
without a proper decision. 
Arafat told an international 
conference of some 200 busi- 
nessmen and luminaries gath- 
ered at a hotel in Ramnlluh. 

The coming fourth ol May 
is one of these important dates. 
We cannot bypass that date 
simplv because ol 
ties wants to keep it hostage to 
its narrow domestic calcula- 
tions" Arafat said. 

The Palestinians haw fre- 
quently threatened w 
announce iheir own stale in 
May on the grounds thaL 
under the terms ot (he hem 
Oslo agreement final status 
^ on the boundaries ol 
Israel and ihe Palestinian terri- 
tories. Jerusalem. water 
resources and other issues are 
supposed to have been com- 


pleted. 

Prime Minister Benyaniin 
Netanyahu has countered that 
such a unilateral declaration 
will meet with Israeli retalia- 
tion. usually taken to mean the 
annexation of those parts of 
the West Bank which Israel 
continues to control. 

Tl\e conference, which 
counts a hosi of Nobel laure- 
ates and former world leaders 
amongst it*’ delegates in addi- 
tion to some 150 international 
businessmen, has been organ- 
ised by former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres to add 
economic impetus to the 
stalled I.sraeli-ftilcstinian 
peace process. 

For his part, in an earlier 
address, Peres urged Israeli 
negotiations on a Palestinian 
state as he delivered the first - 
ever address by an Israeli lo 
the Palestinian legislature. 

-ft is in (he Israeli interest to 
see a Palestinian state raking 
place as a result of an agree- 
ment — a stale with a democ- 
racy and a flourishing econo- 
my'’ Peres told members of 
the legislature meeting in 
RamalJah in a joint session 
with the international guests of 


his Centre for Peace. 

"We have to negotiate to 
reach an agreement. Tire re are 
no unsellable problems. 
Unsol cable problems can be 
solvable through negotiations 
like in South Africa.” Peres 
told the audience, which 
included former South African 
Prime Minister Frcdcrik Je 
Klerk and Nobel laureate 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

Peres also told the audience 
that he was optimistic tir.il 
such a stale was coming. 

“We are not far from the 
dare" when Arafat will be 
president of stale nf Palestine 
and when the Palestinians will 
establish their own state. Peres 
told the conference. 

In his welcoming address. 
Palestinian legislative council 
speaker and senior negotiator 
Ahmad Qourei struck a down- 
beat note describing the cur- 
rent condition of the peace 
process with Israeli as being in 
“dire straits.” 

"The Israeli government has 
frozen agreements it signed 
and has refused to implement 
the most recent memorandum 
to which it committed itself at 
Wye River,” Qourei said. 


Iraq rejects Saudi proposal to ease sanctions 

Iraq threat to U.N. relations would 


BAGHDAD tAPi — Just 
hours after Gulf ministers 
gave cautious support to cas- 
ing U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq. Deputy Prime Minister 
Tnriq Aziz said Monday they 
didn't gu far enough. 

The proposal on sanctions, 
put forward by Saudi Arabia, 
was discussed Sunday by' 
Arab Gulf ministers in the 
Saudi port city of Jeddah. 

There was no formal 
announcement on their deci- 
sion. hut one Gulf official 
told The Associated Press 
Monday dial the ministers 
gave the initiative ■■genera! 
preliminary approval.” 

He said the idea would be 
carried to a meeting of Arab 
League foreign ministers 
scheduled Jan. 24 in Cairo. 
Egypt. He spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Aziz, however, wax quoted 
bv the official Iraqi News 
Agency ax' saying Iraq “cate- 
gorically rejects the so- 
called Saudi initiative.” 

“Saudi Arabia has been a 
party to the aggression 
against Iraq since 1990." 
Aziz said. “Therefore it is 
not expected that it- will 
come up with positive and 
fair proposals in favour of 
Iraq.” 

Aziz said Iraq will accept 
only “a total lifting nf sanc- 
tions.” 


The sanctions were 
imposed after Iraq's 1 990 
invasion of Kuwait. Saudi 
.Arabia and its Gulf neigh- 
bours were pan of the U.S.- 
buckcd coalition that drove 
Iraq from Kuwait in the 
1991 Gulf war. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has said that the sanctions — 
which limit Iraqi oil sales — 
will not be lifted until Iraq 
complies with Gulf war 
cease-fire resolutions and 
eliminates its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Iraqi newspapers reported 
Monday dial Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, chairing 
his second cabinet meeting 
this year, asked his ministers 
lo outline measures they 
have taken in anticipation of 
further American and British 
airslrikes. 

It gave no details on what 
the ministers told Saddam. 

On Sunday, the London- 
based Asharq .Al Awsat quot- 
ed an unnamed Saudi source 
as saying that Saudi Arabia 
was recommending that Iraq 
be allowed to buy and sell all 
goods — except military 
equipment or material that 
could be used for military 
purposes. 

If approved by Arab 
League foreign ministers 
later this month, the idea will 
be presented officially to the 


be ‘major challenge’: Annan 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — An Iraqi parliament request 
to President Saddam Hussein to sever relations with the 
United Nations would pose a “major challenge" if taken 
up. U.N. chief Kofi Annan said Monday. 

Annan was asked to comment on the Iraqi parliament 
statement as he arrived at U.N. headquarters after the 
Christmas and New Year break. 

Asked about the possible threw to U.N. relations, Annan 
responded: ‘This would pose a major challenge for the 
Security Council and the U.N.’’. 

“T Jo not know if this will be followed tliroueh, it has 
happened in the past that the Revolutionary' Council has not 
always gone with the parliament.” he added. 

“There are lots of noises coming out of Iraq, and I think 
we need to wait for a while to assess what is actually hap; 
pening. including the threats against Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia.” 


United Nations. Gulf offi- 
cials have said. 

The goal apparently is to 
calm the .Arab public, which 
has become increasingly 
concerned about the suffer- 
ings of Iraq's 22 million peo- 
ple under the sanctions. 

But the Saudis and their 
allies also are becoming 
increasingly irritated at Sad- 
dam. who has called on 
.Arabs to rise up and over- 
throw leaders who do not 
support Iraq. 

The Gulf official said ihe 
Gulf ministers discussed 
Iraq's bellicose statements 
during their five-hour meet- 


ing in Jeddah. 

He said the ministers 
found the comments “dis- 
turbing” and a "source of 
anxiety.” 

Iraq hits been especially 
outspoken ol late about 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt. 

The Iraqi parliament, 
which rubber stamps Sad- 
dam's decisions, on Sunday 
adopted a statement which 
said Iraq "holds the Saudi 
and Kuwait regimes ftilly 
responsible for the U.S. and 
British aggression on Iraq” 
and reserves the right to seek 
compensation. 
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Netanyahu’s political mentor 
to challenge him for leadership 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Moshe 
Arens, a former Israeli minis- 
ter and one-time mentor to 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, announced on 
Monday that he will challenge 
his ex-protege for the premier- 
ship and leadership of the 
Likud Party. 

“I came here to declare ray 
candidacy for the leadership 
of the Likud and for premier- 
ship.” Arens said at a press 
conference in Tel Aviv. 

“In the last few weeks I 
have been following the crisis 
within the Likud with great 
fear, watching first-rate people 
leaving the party knowing that 
this may adversely affect the 
election results." said .Arens. 

“Many people approached 
me in the streets and told me 
that only I could save the 
Likud and unite it," Arens 
added. 

Arens. 73. who served as 
defence and foreign minister 
between 1983 and 1992. said 
that he opposed the 1993-95 
Oslo agreements and the 
October" 199S Wye River 
land-for-security agreements. 

“Oslo is a very bad agree- 
ment and we are paying a 
heavy price for it. I was not 
enthusiastic about Wye, but 
we need to implement it if the 
other side fulfils its obliga- 
tions,” Arens said. 

Arens has long been consid- 
ered among Netanyahu’s 
staunchest backers. His deci- 
sion marks the latest in a 
series of rifts within the Likud 


‘Israel 

violating 

Palestinian 

rights’ 


CAIRO (AFP)— The U.N. 
rapporteur on human rights 
Hanu Halinen on Monday 
said he expected Israel to 
step up human rights abus- 
es against Palestinians over 
the next few months. 

Halinen was speaking to 
reporters after talks here 
with Arab League Secre- 
tary General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid on the situation in 
the Palestinian territories 
which he recently toured to 
prepare his annual report. 
"Israel is not taking any 
steps to improve human 
rights for Palestinians. I 
have seen for myself Israeli 
human rights violations." 
the Finnish diplomat told 
reporters. 

He said he expected 
human rights violations to 
increase as Israel and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority move closer to 
the May 4 end of the five- 
year interim period of self- 
rule outlined in the Oslo 
pence accords. “There will 
be more pressure on the 
Palestinians." Halinen said. 


party and a new blow for the 
prime minister’s hopes of 
winning re-election in the 
May 17 vote. 

Arens called for Zeev 
“Benny” Begin and for Dan 
Meridor. two former mem- 
bers of Likud who left the 
party to form their own par- 
ties. to come back to their 
"home” — the Likud Party. 

“1 also call on my friends 
Yitzhak Mordechai and 
Limor Livnat to slay in the 
party,” Arens said in a refer- 
ence to the defence minister 
and communications minister, 
who are expected to announce 
their political intentions soon. ’ 

Arens withdrew from active 
politics after the Likud gov- 
ernment was deposed by the 
Labour Party under the late 
Yitzhak Rabin in 1992. but 
remains a powerful voice in 
the party. 

Internal polls within Likud 
show Arens would receive 
only 25 per cent of the vote, 
however, compared to 60 per 
cent for Netanyahu, in a cen- 
tral committee leadership 
election scheduled for Feb. 8. 

But his decision to chal- 
lenge Netanyahu is a severe 
symbolic blow to the 49-year- 
ofci prime minister, who has 
already’ seen two other leading 
Likud figures quit the party to 
challenge him for the premier- 
ship. 

While Begin and Meridor 
belong to Netanyahu’s gener- 
ation. Arens represents the 
Likud old euard — and his 


decision highlights the extent 
of disenchantment with the 
prime minister within the 
party. Arens’ candidacy was 
quickly welcomed by former 
prime minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. Netanyahu's prede- 
cessor as Likud leader and 
recently a severe critic of the 
incumbent premier. 

Israeli newspapers quoted 
aides to Netanyahu as saying 
the prime minister was “furi- 
ous” with his former mentor. 

But on Israel Radio 
Netanyahu said, “Anyone 
who wants to [run] is entitled 
to do so.” 

“But it is clear to me that I 
will receive the support of the 
Likud members as well as that 
of the public.” 

Another Likud stalwart, Uzi 
Landau, a nationalist hardliner 
who heads the parliamentary 
defence and foreign affairs 
committee, is also challenging 
Netanyahu for the Likud lead- 
ership but could step down in 
favour of Arens. Arens per- 
sonally brought Netanyahu 
into politics in the early 1980s 
— hiring the then U.S. furni- 
ture salesman as a diplomatic 
liaison in the Washington 
embassy. 

He larer supported 
Netanyahu in his bid to take 
over Likud after the party’s 
1992 election loss. 

But after Netanyahu won 
election as prune minister in 
May 1996, Arens grew 
increasingly critical of his 
autocratic style. 



An Iraqi child looks at a new pair of shoes at Souq AI-Arabi market in Baghdad Mon- 
day, January 11, 1999. Iraqis were shopping prior to the feast ending Ramadan. Muslim 
countries will celebrate, 'EM A1 Filer, the end of the fasting month of Ramadan this 
upcoming weekend (AP Photo/Muxad Sezer) 

Blair rejects charges of 
snub to Europe over Iraq 


PARIS (R) — British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair has 
rejected charges that Britain 
failed its European Union 
partners by joining in U.S.- 
led air strikes against Iraq. 

In an article published on 
Monday in the French daily 
newspaper Liberation, Blair 
said Britain's participation 
in last month’s attacks 
would enhance its influence 
both in Europe and the Unit- 
ed States. 

“I do not accept for one 
second the idea that by 


intervening alongside the 
Americans my government 
chose the United States over 
other friends and allies in 
Europe and elsewhere," 
Blair wrote. 

“Equally, we will be more 
able to play a prominent 
role, in Europe and else- 
where, if our partners know 
that we are influential in 
Washington.” he said. 

French politicians have 
criticised Britain forgoing it 
alone in the latest crisis 
without consulting its EL' 


partners, especially since it 
had just agreed with France 
to promote European 
defence. 

Blair said Britain had 
received offers of military 
help from several of its EU 
partners earlier in the crisis. 

But for military reasons it 
was technically complex to 
bring them into an operation 
which was easy to mount 
between two close allies 
who had both deployed 
forces in the region. 


U.N. envoy resumes Cyprus shuttle diplomacy 


NICOSIA (R) — U.N. 
Cyprus envoy Ann Hercus 
on Monday resumed her 
shuttle diplomacy aimed at 
resolving the division of 
the island, boosted- by 
Nicosia’s recent decision 
to cancel a controversial 
plan to install Russian mis- 
siles. 

The former New' Zealand 
government minister said 
only that “the shuttle talks 
have recommenced” after a 
40-minute meeting with 


President Glafcos Clerides, 
the Greek Cyprioc leader. 
She also plans to meet 
Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash later in the 
week. 

For the past three months 
Hercus has been criss- 
crossing the U.N.-con- 
trolled “green line" divid- 
ing the island, trying to 
come up with ways to 
lessen tensions between 
estranged Greek and Turk- 
ish Cypriots. 


Her talks are being held 
under a media blackout, 
but she has reported 
.encouraging signs of 
progress. 

■ Two weeks ago Clerides 
abandoned plans to install 
Russian S-300 anti-aircraft 
missiles on Cyprus amid 
concern that their delivery 
could harm the island’s 
membership talks with the 
Eurcipean Union. 

Turkey, which i n vaded 
northern Cyprus in 1974 


after a Greek-inspired coup 
and has some 30.000 
troops on the island, 
vowed to prevent the mis- 
siles from arriving. 

Western countries feared 
the missile deployment 
could worsen relations 
between Greece and 
Turkey, partners in NATO 
but long-time adversaries - 
over Cyprus. 

Nicosia’s climbdown 
came just days after the 
United Nations urged the 


two communities in 
Cyprus to commit them- 
selves to a process of 
reducing tension and limit- 
ing troop levels and arma- 
ments on the island. 

“The United States is 
determined- io. work very 
hard to seize the opportuni- 
ties created by thedPresi- 
dent’s decision ” said U.S." 
Ambassador Kenneth 
Brill, who had a separate 
meeting with .Clerides on 
Monday. 


U.S. planes attack Iraqi sites in northern zone 


(Continued from page 1) 

Kuwait has 15.300 
active forces and reserves 
of nearly 24.000, accord- 
ing to the London-based 
International Institute for 
Stragetic Studies. It also 
has defence pacts with 
several Western states, 
notably Washington. 

Sheikh Salem stressed 
the “importance of taking 
other measures to boost 
the defensive capability of 
Kuwait as dictated by mil- 
itary developments.” 

Iraq on Sunday 
described Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, who both 
allow their territory to be 


used as bases for U.S. and 
British aircraft patrolling 
the southern “no-fly" 
zone in Iraq, as “thieves 
and outlaws." 

Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tariq Aziz said 
Sunday that Baghdad 
refuses to apologise for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
and called for the scrap- 
ping of a U.N. resolution 
which demarcated the 
border in favour of 
Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minis- 
ter Sheikh Sabah A1 
Ahmad AI Sabah told A1 
Rai AI Aam that this 
demand was “yet another 
testimony to the fact that 


.Iraq does not comply with 
Arab or international 
treaties.” 

“The Iraqi regime does 
not respect the aspirations 
of its”people for a digni- 
fied life away from 
aggressive policies and 
military adventures.” 
Sheikh Sabah charged. 

-Kuwait • moved -some 
army units to the Iraqi 
border as a precautionary 
measure in December, but 
they were redeployed fol- 
. lowing the end of the 
intense four-night U.S.- 
British bombing cam- 
paign against Iraq. 

After a call from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hus- 


sein for Arab masses to 
revolt against their lead- 
ers. an Iraqi opposition 
chief warned last week 
that Iraq was now prepar- 
ing to sponsor sabotage 
attacks in Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Cohen reiterates 

warnings to Iraq 

Also Monday. U.S. 
Defence Secretary 

William Cohen reiterated 
warnings that Washington, 
was prepared to act - mili- 
tarily if Baghdad threat- 
ened Kuwait, other Arab 
neighbours or its own 
people. 


Cohen, on a visit to 
Japan, said any move by 
Iraq to withdraw recogni- 
tion of Kuwait would be a 
flagrant violation of U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions. adding: “We are 
watching it very closely." 
He refused to say in 
response to questions 
whether Washington and 
London might be prepar- 
ing for further raids after 
the month-long Muslim 
observance of Ramadan 
ends next week. 

"I wouldn’t want to 
speculate on what we 
might do in the future." he 
told reporters on Monday. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


More Arab countries to attend summit . 

Cairo (R) — Fourteen Arab League members have so far sakt 
they will anend an -Arab foreign ministers’ meeting on Iraq,- 
sources at the Arab League in Cairo said on Monday. Maurita- - 
nia_ Somalia. Djibouti and the Palestinians are the latest Arab 
League members to confirm their anendanoe at the meeting, 
called after last month’s U^. -British air strikes cm Iraq and 
already postponed once because of Arab differences. Tencoun- 
nies had said earlier they would join the talks scheduled to take ‘ 
place in Cairo on Jan. "24 — Syria, Egypt, Kuwait Bahrain, 
Oman, Lebanon. Sudan, Tunisia, Yemen and Qaiar The foreign 
ministers of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates met late on Sunday in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia and newspapers said they were united in their stand on 
Iraq ahead of the foreign ministers’ meeting. 

Journalist’s prison sentence cancelled. 

KUWAIT (AP) — An appeals court on Monday cancelled a 
jail sentence given a Kuwaiti journalist for publishing a joke - 
deemed insulting to Islam. It instead imposed a fine of 50 
dinars ($165). In June, the Court of Fust Instance sentenced 
Mohammad AI Saqar, editor of the independent daily AI 
Qabas, to six months in prison for priming the joke. la the 
joke, a teacher asks his students: “Why did God kick Adam' 
and Eve out of heavenT’ A student answers: “Because they ; 
hadn’t paid the rent" 

Iranian official to visit Iraq 

TEHRAN ( AFP) — A senior Iranian official was due to visit: 
Iraq on Monday to discuss improving relations between the ' 
two neighbours as well as the latest developments in the : 
region, the official ne ws agency IRN A reported. Mohammad 
Sadre. deputy foreign minister on Arab and African affairs, 
wfll meet with Iraqi officials “as part of Iran’s initiative to: 
peacefully settle existing problems in the region," IRNA said. • 
Iran and Iraq are still recovering from their 1980-1988 war 
with several issues, mainly the fate of prisoners of war, stiH 
unresolved. 

Khaddam receives Hawatmeh 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria and a Palestinian opposition fjc- •_ 
non condemned Monday the “reckless policies of Israeli Prime 
Minister [Benjamin Netanyahu]" and stressed the need for Arab 
solidarity. Syrian Vice President Abdel Halim Khaddam anil 
head of tte Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine •’ 
(DFLP) Nayef Hawatmeh also stressed the need for Rtiestiman' q 
unity, a statement from the group said. The two skies father ' 
stressed the importance of working to get the sanctions against ; 
Iraq lifted. Syrian Information Minister Mohammmad Salman., 
took part in the meeting, as did Rama Rabah and Fahd Suteun^ 
oftheDFLPpolirburo. £38 


Vedrine to meet Sharon this week 4m 

PARIS (AFP) — French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine 
Thursday meet his controversial IsraeG counterpart Arie IShaaj | | | 
official visit iSHaf^ince being given' 
folio last October. The Israeli embassy Monday sasiihaiSl^g 

hokbjaHcsanfH ^p 
with Vedrine on .Thursday. Sharon, however, has no other nira|l 
ings scheduled with French officials. He is due to fly in 
day evening to outline Israeli foreign policy as a guest speakSllp 
a forum and meet Bench Jewish leaders, and to return home Sayl 
urday. ■-& 

Truce panel holds first meeting 

. NAQOURA (AFP) — The international committee monitomg 
the ceasefire in south Lebanon met Monday to discuss eight 
Lebanese and five Israeli complaints of truce violations, the - 
Lebanese delegation said. The paneL in its first meeting this year 
. convened at foe United Nations headquarters at the coastal town 
of Naqoura on the Israeli-Lebanese border, they said. Lebanon is 
accusing Israel of eight violations of the April 19% ceasefire 
agreement not to attack civilians or launch assaults from civilian 
areas. ? 

Israeli surfers assault Hizbollah site 

• • ■ - • 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Israeli Internet surfers have been bombard- 
ing the website of the Shiite Muslim HizboQah, the main guff- \ 
jrilla group fighting the Jewish stale's occupation of south 
Lebanon, a Beirut dally said Monday. “Death to Hizbollah.’ VWT 
win kfl] you all,” read an extract of an e-mail sent by an Israeli _ 
surfer on Dec. 8. a day after a Hizbollah attack , the As-Safiry 
new^oper reported T7)e number of e-raailsand (heir tone, masf- : 
ly threatening, varies according to the military situation in south- ■ 
era Lebanon, the paper said “Please stop using explosive 
charges. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Childrens French programme 

15 JO ...Cartoon - Bananas in Pyjamas 

1&00 Doc - Life Choices 

1 6 JO Ch. 2 links with Ch. 1. 

17:10 Doc. - Mothers of the Wiki 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

1WK) Le Journal 

19:15 Words of Wisdom 

19 JO News headlines 

19J5 .Comedy - Step by Step 
20H)0 Journey Across the World 
of Islam 

20 JO Drama -Tom Jones 

21:10 Doc. — You and Your Car ^ 

21 JO UN Cut' 

22 KM) News in English 

22 JO ..... Lonesome Dove 

23:10 Feature film - “The 

.American Clock" 

00 JO EndofTX 


PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


04:56 — 

05:11 

11:44 

14J2 — 
16:55 — 
18:17 


Fajr 

..(Sunrise) Duha 

- Dhuhr 

*.Asr 

.Maghreb 

........‘Isba 


CHURCHES 

St Maty of Nazareth Church 
Swcifiefa-TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 


St. Joseph Church Te). 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 4622366 
Anglican " Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St. Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 477 [75 1 . 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Dfey Saints TeL 4654932 ■ 

St John foe Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TH. 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TfeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5930146 
The Unbte Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462SQ52 

The Armenian Catholic 

Church m 4771331 
The American Orthodox 

Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 


ment of Meteorology 
Sunny and moderate weather con- 
ditions will prevail with winds 
light and variable to southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

-04/18 

flRAl 


0?/l9 

Jordan Valley 

... .10/23 

Yesterday’s high 

temperatures: 

Amman 17, Aqaba 23 Humidi- 

ty readings: Amman 33 percent. 

Aqaba 25 perceoL 


Following are the temperatures 

expected today in the following 

areas: 


AikHm 

- -02/13 


Ilmflavs . 

.-04/18 

Madaba — 

_ 02/18 

Frtrei 

.. .. 03/18 

Dead Sea 

11/25 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: ' - 

Dr. KhakfoonAsfoor- 53326® 

Dr. Awni Hawamdeh. — 5332350 


Dc TawfiqQub'am .4623029 

De GhaB) Za wakkh. 412601 1 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy -5661912 

AI Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....5537004 
RnknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr.Lutfi Shibli 1 02)24 1789 

Fou’ad Pharmacy’ .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad (09)985550 

Palestine Pharmacy..(09j983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637111 

CSvfl Defence Department 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emetgency. 199 

Rescue Police- 192,4621111*4637777 

Fire Brigade — .4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police 3343402 

Traffic Police — .,4896390 

Public Security Depu.„4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints. —.5661176 

Water & Sewerage CoraphinB 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) 121 


Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

-4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 i 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Hectricity Authority 5S156I5 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Information— 44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport —44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Cemre-5856856 

Luzmila — 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Alrileh Maternity. 4612441/2 

Jabal Amman Maiemicy..._4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. — 4636140 
Palestine, Sbmeisani — 3607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 3607431 

Jordan Hospital 3607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 3667227/9 

AFAhti, Abdali — 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashk .4775111/26 

Army , Marita -4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital - -5 607 155 

AI Amal Cancer Centre .3353000 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital .(09)983323 
Zarcp National Hospital. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)98673 1 

AJ HUona Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A) Nafees Hospital 

.(02)7101372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103 100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)20401 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian [RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Hfcjj flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian iRJ) Flights 

07:15 .Sanaa (RJ) 

07 JO Damascus Olfj 

09J0 -Tehran, Abu Dhabi (RT) 

10:05 Muscat Dubai (RJTi 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:20 ._. Cairo (RI) 

I7J0 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
21:00 —London, Frankfurt (RJ> 
G3H» Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

J2J0 Aden (TV) 

14J5 Istanbul (TK) 

18:00 —Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
18:40 Beirut (ME) 

25 — Kiev (6U) 

W.-05 Paris (AF) 

4025 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20t40 — Cario (MS) 

2225 —London, Damascus (BA) 

23 J5 Amsterdam (KL) 

- LamacaiCYj 

J™ -Bucharest (RO) 

©2:00 — .Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (KVV) FEgfats 
j^-30 Aqaba (arriving at QA1A) 

U:10“Aqaba living at Marita 

Airport/ (KWj 

IWXLAqaba (arriving at Marks 
Airport) (RW) 


I&45TeI Aviv (arriving at QAlA) 

am ' 

22J0 Aqaba (arriving at Madra 
Airport) (R!W) - ' 

DEPARTURE? J? 

Royal Jonlartian (RJ) Flights 
08:25 Amsterdam, NewYodtS^ 

11:05 Vienna, fiankfi*t-.(M) 

12:00 Berlin. Paris. (BJ) 

12.-00 Geneva, Madrid 1 ^ 

12:15 .Ijjodon(Rfr 

12J0 haro/Rfr 

2<k00 -.'.Beirut, Damascus' (RA 

20J0 JeddahW 

21.-00 ...Abu Dhabi 
22M Jeddah, (add) ^ 

Other Flights ■ - 1 -. ' 

07:10 ..JL— ftanldurt^Iif) 

13 JO 

15:35 Jstarfwlf® 

19:00 P nbaiflffi 

19:40 ;.JQk(6g)- 

20KJ0 BdmtX^© 

21:10 TdAwfO 

21:40 „_Chiro;(&S 

00J5 _j^mstarianM'^ 

01 J5 

03:00 Rotate (Aft 


Royal Wings (RW) 
poit)(KW) 

08 J0,. Aqaba (fiom j 

port)(RW) 

16J0 Td Aviv (from 
potiKRW) 

20J0 ..Aqaba 
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Queen Noor says ‘honour crime’ is 
inconsistent with Islam, Constitution 


AMMAN (I.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
appeared on international 
television last night to dis- 
cuss honour crimes in Jor- 
dan,' and suggested that 
amendments to the Penal 
Code were imminent. 

Queen Noor. • speaking 
during an interview with 
the American news network 
CNN, said that “this type of 
violence against women is 
not consistent with Islam or 
with [the Jordanian) Con- 
stituiion...this [legal] area is 
being reviewed and amend- 
ments are being proposed 
io make these laws more 
consistent with Islamic law 
and die Constitution.” 

Queen Noor appeared on 
ihe programme along with 
members of the Police 
Department’s Family Pro- 
tection Unit, Jordan Times 
crime reporter Rana Hus- 
seini. Head of the National 
institute of Forensic Medi- 
cine Mo 'men Hadidi and 
women .who currently 
reside in the Juweideh 
prison for their own protec- 
tion. The programme also 
included interviews with 
men who have committed 
honour killings. 

Annually 25-30 women 
are killed to “defend family 
honour.” A press release 
said Her Majesty several 
weeks ago agreed to partic- 
ipate in the programme to 
contribute as “balanced a 


perspective as possible” on 
the practice which has 
drawn fire from human 
rights organisations world 
. wide. 

She added that she has 
“very strong personal feel- 
ings as a Muslim, as a 
woman, as a wife and as a 
mother about this form of 
violence and every form of 
violence against women” 

The Queen praised the 
efforts of the police depart- 
ment who recently Founded 
a Family Protection Unit 
adding that the department 
will soon be a “partner with 
UNDP and UNIFEM and 
our Ministry of Social 
Development’ in establish- 
ing a women's shelter that 
is geared to counsel, to 
rehabilitate and to protect 
women and their children 
who may be potential vic- 
tims of these crimes. That is 
because they are very con- 
cerned that these crimes be 
prevented — that these 
women be given a chance 
for protection until the 
pressures are relieved on 

their family” she said. 

Queen Noor noted that 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
in his 1997 opening address 
to Parliament, condemned 
violence against women 
saying that it was clearly, 
inconsistent with Islamic 
law and the spirit of the Jor- 
danian Constitution, which 
since 1952 has guaranteed 


equality before the law for 
men and women in the 
country'- She added that the 
King “as u Muslim has 
made that commitment and 
as a head of slate and head 
of the larger Jordanian fam- 
ily” 

The two articles in the 
Jordanian Penal Code, 
whieh apply to crimes of 
honour, and now under con- 
sideration for revision, arc 
the exonerating law, a sec- 
tion of Article 340 in the 
Jordanian Penal Code (No. 
16. I960) stating that “he 
who discovers his wife or 
one of his female relatives 
committing adultery and 
kills, wounds, or injures 
one of them, is exempted 
from any penalty,” and Arti- 
cle 98 that states. “He who 
commits a crime in a lit of 
fury* caused by an unright- 
ful and dangerous act on 
the part of the victim bene- 
fits from a reduction of 
penalty” 

Only men can benefit 
from the reduction of 
penalty or total exemption; 
women in the same situa- 
tion are not entitled to 
claim exemption from 
penalty under these laws. 

During the interview. 
Queen Noor reiterated that 
there is no “gender discrim- 
ination” in Jordan's Consti- 
tution or in Islamic Sharia, 
neither of which “distin- 
guish between men and 


women, male and female, 
who have committed 
crimes.” 

According to Prime Min- 
ister Faycz Tarawneh. in 
view of the changes that 
have taken place in Jordan's 
“social and economic envi- 
ronment and the develop- 
ment witnessed in humani- 
tarian concepts and social 
relations.” the Ministry of 
Justice is preparing a new. 
modem Penal Code draft, 
which would replace Law- 
No. 16 for the year I960. 
The articles pertaining to 
“crimes of honour” are also 
being reviewed as pan of 
the government's compre- 
hensive legal reforms. 

When the draft Penal 
code and its amendments 
are ready, they will be pre- 
sented to parliament. 

In 1 997, officials said that 
at least 25 women were 
killed in the name of hon- 
our. Although officials have 
not released statistics for 
1998. they expect the num- 
ber of women killed for rea- 
sons of “honour” to exceed 
20. As of Jan. 4. more than 
40 women were retained in 
government correctional 
facilities in “protective cus- 
tody.” 

In November 1998, the 
United Nations* Commis- 
sion on Human Rights con- 
demned the practice of hon- 
our killings. 



jPRINCE ABDULLAH ANDi 
PRINCESS RANI A ATTEND! 

IFTAR BANQUET; Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah and 
Princess Rania Monday attend an iftarl 
banquet-hosted by the Greater Amman! 
|Municipalicy. The municipality hosted 
the iftar at Jebal Nasser for children of| 
the Jordan River Society on the occa- 
sion of His Majesty King Hussein’s 
recoveiy. Prince Abdullah and Princess 
Rania distributed gifts and clothes to 
|the children. The municipality also 
offered the society two comupters, one[ 
television, several heaters and other; 
gifts. The banquet was attended by 1 
Amman Mayor Nidal Hadid and his 
wife (Petra Photo). 


Japanese agency funds $4.6 million 
renovation, restoration of Karak Castle 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Karak 
Mayor Ahmad Mahadin Mon- 
day reviewed preparations for 
a $4.6 million tourism project 
with a delegation from the 
Japanese International Coop- 
eration Agency. 

Mahadin said the Japanese- 
winded project includes the 
renovation and maintanence 
of parts of the Karak Castle, 
ihe creation of audio-visual 
systems, the construction of a 
bridge to link the castle’s cur- 
rant gate with the original gate 
and the renovation of the main 
square. 


A World Bank tender was 
floated for the work. 

He added that the plan, 
which will maintain the infra- 
structure of Karak’s main 
street, also includes providing 
management and marketing 
training courses for citizens 
working in the tourism sector. 

According- to Mahadin, 
Japan will provide for 75 per 
cent of the project cost, and 
Jordan will supply the bal- 
ance. 

The mayor, the delegation, 
representatives of the Karak, 
City Council and other offi- 


cials from the Minisuy of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
toured (he area 

Japan is an important donor 
to Middle East countries, and 
.especially to Jordan and the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty. 

Jordan is the largest recipi- 
ent of Japan 's official develop- 
ment assistance Joans per capi- 
ta among developing countries 
worldwide. 

On Saturday, Japanese For- 
eign Minister Masahiko 
Koumura and Planning Minis- 
ter Nabil Amman signed a 


memorandum of understand- 
ing by which Japan will 
extend a $63 million soft loan 
40 the Kingdom for a tourism 
’development project, expected 
to increase foreign currency 
earnings, create jobs and stim- 
ulate domestic and regional 
economies. Koumura was in 
Jordan as part of a tour of the 
Middle East 

In addition to the upcoming 
extension of the soft loan in 
tourism, Tokyo’s contribution 
to die Kingdom's economic 
development totalled $82 mil- 
lion in I99S. 


Infrastructure projects under way in refugee camps 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Studies, 
'feagns and preparatiqn,of ten- 
der documents for infrastruc- 
ture projects in the Palestinian 
rcfagfie camps and underde- 
raloped areas are under way, 
said Ibrahim Badran. head of 
Palestinian Affairs Depart- 
ment Monday. 

The designs will feature 
Plans for roads, water sewage 
supply networks as well as 
rain water drainage systems in 
ea ^h of the Kingdom's 13 
refugee camps. Badrao said. 

He said the department has 
bached agreement with the 




Jordan Electric Power Compa- 
ny to improve the camps' 
power network and agree- 
ments with the concerned gov- 
ernment departments to build 
retaining walls. 

Badran, whose department 
is concerned with services in 
the refugee camps, pointed out 
that the department embarked 
on preliminary studies in con- 
junction with local consultan- 
cy firms in July 1^98 to 
improve infrastructure ser- 
vices in nine of the camps as a 
first "stage. Prince Hassan 
Camp, Talibieh, Madaba. 


Zaiqa, Sukhneb. Bakaa, 
Jerash, Azmi Mufti and Irbid 
. camps will be first to benefit. 
Badran said. 

According to Badran. these 
studies and designs were com- 
pleted at a cost of JD249.048. 

The improvement of infra- 
structure services in the under- 
developed areas and the 
refugee camps is provided for 
in the estimated JD430 mil) ion 
government-sponsored plan, 
expected to be implemented 
over several years. 

ffi this year's stare budget 
the government earmarked 


JD32 million for these pro- 
jects. 

Badran said a number of 
donor organisations are 
involved in establishing health 
care centres in the Baqaa and 
Jerash refugee camps. Devel- 
opers have already prepared 
engineering studies in these 
camps, and lender documents 
have been drafted, Badran 
said. 

Badran said that the Baqaa 
centre will cost JD552,000 
and the Jerash camp centre 
will cost JD44 1.000. 


.jlf 




What’s Going On 


Hall. 


’ Film 

•'legends of the Fair at Books®CafS, Jabal Amman at 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 4650457 ,. 

Poetry Recital 

U. * „„„ w (»««■» ffi.” 

_ d bstract (plastic, an by Jordanian, Iraqi. Syrian, Lebanese, and Sudanese 

■Exhibition of ceramics, sculpture. J“JSi ... street (Te! .5536098), until Ian .25. 

“tuts at Hammourabi Art Gallery, oaraens ‘ Design d Trade centre, off Wadi Saqra Street, until Jan. 15 
•Exhibition of Nabataean silver jewellery at the Joroan u« b 

(Til. 5699141/2). . , arrists orfaii Art Gallery,. Um Uthaina (Tel. 5526932), until Feb. 1 

*Jhe Warm Winter" — works by T mrjorar y Arab Artists at Darat AI Funun, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 464325 1/2, 

•The Temh Anniversary Exhibition of Con porary * 

until Jan. 28. 


Labour Ministry recommends minimum wage 
to combat poverty, unemployment 


By Mohammad Ucn Husstin 

AMMAN — The Minisuy 
of Labour Monday said it 
recommended ihauhe Cab- 
inet set a minimum wage to 
help combat unemploy- 
ment. said Saleh Tarawneh. 
secretary general of ihe 
ministry. 

However. Faihailah 
Emrani. vice president of 
the Jordan Trade Unions, 
.said he "did not hear of 
such a thing at a/I.” 

According to the labour 
law. the minister of labour 
is authorised to recom- 
mend that the Cabinet form 
a special committee to 
examine the possibility of 
setting a minimum wage in 
accordance with living 
standards and cost of living. 
The committee is usualfy 
comprised of representa- 
tives from the Chamber of 
Industry and Trade, which 
represents employers, the 
trade and labour unions, 
which represent labourers 
and the labour ministry. 

Manv labour union lead- 


ers and economists believe 
that setting a minimum 
wage is the righi way to 
solve unemployment, offi- 
cially estimated at 14 per 
cent, and independently at 
^7 per cent. 

The government, working 
under directions from His 
Majesty King Hussein, is 
currently implementing 
several measures to fight 
unemployment by cracking 
down on illegal workers 
and activating some articles 
of the Labour Law. 

Last week. Prime Minis- 
ter Favcz Tarawneh. head 
uf the National Task Force 
on Unemployment, gav e 
illegal workers a three- 
month grace period to recti- 
fy their legal status. Any 
foreign labourer caught in 
violation of the Labour Law 
will immediately be depon- 
ed at the expense uf his 
employers. 

According to Labour 
Ministry figures, around 
1 21.000 foreign workers 
have rectified their legal 
statues since the govern- 


ment initiated the crack- 
down in September. 

It is estimated that there 
are one million foreign 
workers currently residing 
and working in tfre King- 
dom. 

But others believe it to be 
very difficult to set a mini- 
mum wage due to the eco- 
nomic recession currently 
paralysing Jordans indus- 
trial sector. 

The government, its 
hands tied by spending 
restrictions, has to deal with 
an economy growing much 
slower than the annual 3.6 
per cent population grow th. 
The gap has translated into 
declining living standards, 
higher unemployment and 
increased poverty. 

The government, trying to 
trim the bloated public sec- 
tor — about half of the mil- 
lion-strong workforce is 
employ ed by the state — is 
seeking io attract foreign 
investment to find more 
local jobs. 

But with the peace 
process in limbo, the West 


Bank and Iraq markets vir- 
tually closed off io Jordani- 
ans goods and official waf- 
fling on the privatisation of 
public enterprises, econom- 
ic growth forecast appears 
difficult. 

Previous governments, 
especially that of the for- 
mer Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, however, 
often attributed the failure 
of Jordanians to engage in 
low-paid and menial jobs 
such as garbage collecting, 
sanitary operations and 
domestic help to a social 
phenomenon that has 
become known as the "Vul- 
ture of shame.” not to mini- 
mum wage. 

But many socialists and 
economists insist that the 
absence of minimum wage 
and job incentives such as 
social security and health 
insurance has forced many 
to shun these professions, 
saying the cost of going to 
work outweighs the cost of 
staving home. 


Nurses end strike at Al Sharq Hospital 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

.AMMAN — The staff uf 
the privatelv-run A I Sharq 
Hospital has concluded 

an open-ended strike after 
live management paid 
salaries now three months 
overdue, a hospital official 
said Monday. 

The staff* resumed work 
after an agreement was 
reached between the Union 
of Health Services and the 
former management of the 
hospital which bowed to 
workers’ demands by pay- 
ing their salaries, said 
Ahmad Abu Silah, head of 
the Union of Health Ser- 
vices. 

Hospital staff confirmed 
having received their 


salaries. However, many- 
said they are planning to 
resign as soon as they obtain 
their salaries. 

The hospital’s staff of 60. 
including doctors, nurses, 
lab technicians and others 
earlier last week refused to 
admit any new patients to 
the 40-bed facility for four 
days and would only treat 
emergency cases, said Sana’ 
Hattar. a nurse. 

Troubles began earlier last 
year when the hospital’s for- 
mer management began fac- 
ing financial problems 
which culminated in the sale 
of the hospital to another 
company, said Ala' Moham- 
mad, another nurse. The two 
managements. however, 
could not agree on several 


financial points, which 
delayed the registration of 
the contract at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. The 
debacle in turn delayed the 
payment of salaries. 

"We decided to hold an 
open-ended strike until the 
hospital gave us our 
salaries."’ said Mohammad. 

“[The management] 
called the police to threaten 
us and force us to rescind 
our decision, but when the 
police found it to be a 
peaceful strike, they left us 
alone” he added. 

Mohammad and other 
hospital staff have said that 
they intend to continue their 
strike, regardless of the 
threats, until they are paid. 
Last week, nurses com- 


plained that the manage- 
ment was again delaying 
payment in spite of an 
announcement that it was 
prepared to pay salaries. 

"The hospital’s manage- 
ment placed an official doc- 
ument on the hospital’s bul- 
letin board announcing that 
the long over-due salaries 
would be paid on Jan. 7.” 
said Mohammad But when 
the staff went to collect the 
money, he says, they were 
told there was still some 
delay and the salaries will 
be paid next week.” 

“We have families to sup- 
port. The l Eid [Al Fitr holi- 
day] is coining and it entails 
many expenses." he com- 
plained. 


Packaging factories reassured by Lebanese statement 
accepting polystyrene packaging for produce 1 


Bv Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — Lebanon said 
Monday that it had no prob- 
lem with Jordanian produce 
shipped in polystyrene 
boxes after seven Jordanian 
packaging factories sus- 
pended production in 
protest of an earlier 
Lebanese decision not to 
allow the entry of produce 
shipped in polystyrene, an 
official said. 

The seven Jordanian fac- 
tories sent a letter to Prime 
Minister Faycz Tarawneh 
protesting a statement made 
by an official, warning Jor- 
danian agricultural produc- 
ers not to export produce to 
Lebanon in polystyrene 
packages because Lebanon 
would send them back. 

The official was referring 
to articles included in the 
agricultural agreement 
signed between Jordan and 
Lebanon in 1998. 


However, the seven facto- 
ries said they contacted 
Lebanese authorities 

through the Lebanese 
embassy in Amman, and 
received the reply th3t the 
agreement between the two 
countries does not specify 
the type of packaging in 
which the produce must be 
sent. 

“Lebanese officials told 
us they have never dis- 
cussed this issue with their 
Jordanian counterparts." 
said the letter. 

"Lebanon has agreed that 
Jordanian exporters can 
send their produce in any 
type of package they find 
suitable." said Salem 
Lawzi, head of the Jordan 
Agricultural Exports 

Organisation. 

According to Lawzi. the 
agreement docs not define 
the type of packing in 
which the produce must be 
sent, -.but the agreement 


gives both* countries. 
Lebanon and Jordan, the 
right to request any type of 
shipment they find suitable 
lor their markets. 

"That is what Lebanon 
has done.” Lawzi told the 
Jordan Times. 

"Lebanon said it would 
accept any kind of package 
provided it is dean, new 
and meets the qualification 
standards agreed upon 
between the two countries," 
said Lawzi. 

The letter added that 
Syria is currentl> exporting 
agricultural produce to 
Lebanon in polystyrene 
boxes while fruits and veg- 
etables are being imported 
to Jordan from Lebanon in 
polystyrene packages. 

The * manufacturers 
accused the Jordan Agricul- 
tural Exports Organisation 
of collusion to benefit cer- 
tain companies producing 
different types of packing 


devices. 

The seven factories, most- 
ly located in the Jordan Val- 
ley, Jordan's "food basket,” 
employ around 1.000 peo- 
ple and have a combined 
total investment of around 
JD20 million. 

Since the 1990-91 Gulf 
War, when Jordan lost most 
of its Gulf market for “sym- 
pathising with Iraq," 

Lebanon has become Jor- 
dan’s prime partner in agri- 
cultural industry. Jordan 
imports 20.000 tonnes of 
farm produce from 

Lebanon a year and exports 
50,000 tonnes — around 70 
per cent of Jordan's total 
agricultural exports. 

Jordan normally exports 
to Lebanon produce grown 
in winter in the Jordan Val- 
ley. The Kingdom imports 
cherries, potatoes and 
apples. 


Conservationists to bring awareness to schools 
with release of new teachers guide to reserves 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature 
(RSCN) Monday issued a 
teachers guide for the 
Mujib Nature Reserve as 
part of effort to include 
environmental issues in 
education and promote 
public awareness among 
students. 

A society statement said 
the book seeks to provide 
clear and comprehensive 
information about the 
reserve's environment and 
wildlife species, as well as 
familiarise students with 
conservation ideas, pro- 
mote public awareness 
among them and activate 
their participation in envi- 
ronmental protection. 

According to the state- 
ment, the publication will 
help teachers guide stu- 


dents to get rid of non -envi- 
ron mental !y- friendly 
habits, especially in nature 
reserves that house endan- 
gered animals of local and 
regional importance. 

The edition, funded by 
the Dutch Embassy, is .the 
first of a series of publica- 
tions to be issued about the 
Kingdom's six nature 
reserves: Shoumari, Azraq. 
Mujib, Zoubia. Dana and 
Wadi Rum. 

Last year, 20 endangered 
Nubian ibex bred in captiv- 
ity were released into the 
215-square-kilometre 
Mujib Nature Reserve to 
supplement the country’s 
small natural population. 

Wadi Mujib is the main 
part of the river system 
flowing through the 

reserve, established in 

1986. 


Mujib, which lies along 
die Great Rift Valley link- 
ing Africa with Asia and 
forms a safe haven for 
migratory birds, is home to 
at least 10 global ly-hreat- 
ened animal and plant 
species. 

According to the society, 
Mujib is one of the cleanest 
and least disturbed river 
systems left in Jordan. It is 
pan of the water catchment 
for the Dead Sea and 
always has flowing water, 
even in the summer. Water 
flows out of the valley to 
the Dead Sea through a 
narrow sandstone gorge 
lined with palm trees and 
lush vegetation. 

Ending a controversy 
over a proposed 'diversion 
dam on the Mujib River, 
last October, the Jordan 
Valley Authority and the 


society signed a memoran- 
dum of understanding to 
construct an environment- 
friendly dam. The memo- 
randum concerns an ecolo- 
gy-friendly water extrac- 
tion project and an eco- 
tpurism development pro- 
ject in the river area. The 
JD300.000 eeo-tourism 
project will include a visi- 
tors centre in the reserve, a 
small lagoon, a campsite 
and a cantilevered walkway 
on the rock wall of the 
Mujib gorge. ■ 

The RSCN, a non-gov- 
emmental organisation 
formed in 1966, is respon- 
sible for protecting the 
Kingdom’s natural 

resources, wildlife and 
wild areas and manages six 
nature reserves. It has plans 
to demarcate ^another 
seven. 
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Obasanjo’s party 
wins Nigerian 
state elections 


LAGOS (AFP) — The cen- 
tre-left Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) of presidential 
hopeful Olusegun Obasanjo 
confirmed its position as 
Nigeria's leading political 
party in State elections, final 
results showed Monday. 

The PDP. which ' won 
sweeping victories in local 
elections held last 
December, took 20 state 
governorships Saturday 
against nine for the centre- 
right All Peoples Party . 
(APP) and six for the radical 
Alliance for Democracy 
(AD). 

The results showed some 
small inroads being made 
by the APP into the PDP's 
strongholds in the north, 
however, while the AD held 
on to its heartland of the 
Yoruha southwest. 

Voting took place in 35 of 
Nigeria’s 36 states but was 
deferred in Bayelsa state in 
the south because of recent 
clashes between security 
agents and locals demand- 
ing a greater share of oil 
wealth." 

A remarkable AD success 
was in the economic capital, 
Lagos, where former sena- 
tor and recently returned 
political exile Bola Tinubu 
won the governorship in a 
remarkable turnaround in 
political fortunes. 

Among orher notable win- 
ners were Umaru Musa 
Yar' Adua. brother of Shehu 
Musa Yar' Adua. the late 
number two to former mili- 
tary’ ruler and now presiden- 
tial candidate Obasanjo. 

Yar' Adua won in Katsina 
for the PDP. 

The elections, which were 
marked by smooth organisa- 
tion and largely peaceful 
voting across the country, 
were the second in a series 
planned to lead Africa's 
country back to civilian rule 
this year. 

Nigeria’s military ruler 
General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar has promised to 
hand over to an elected 
president on May 29. 

After the local and now 


state elections, legislative 
elections are due on Feb. 20 
and presidential polls on 
Feb. 27. 

The favoured candidate in 
the presidential polls is 
Obasanjo. the general who 
in 1979 turned over power 
to an elected civilian presi- 
dent after he had been mili- 
tary ruler for about three 
years. He is seeking the 
nomination of the PDP. 

Observers in Lagos 
Monday said the PDP’s 
strong showing Saturday 
made its candidate the most 
likely bet to win the presi- 
dency in February and 
would heat up the contest 
for the PDP nomination. 

The patty, and its rivals, 
the APP and AD, all have to 
hold congresses to choose 
their candidates and the 
dates for the gatherings are 
expected to emerge in com- 
ing days. 

The international commu- 
nity has meanwhile 
applauded the so-far smooth 
transition to civilian rule in 
Nigeria- and 

Commonwealth Secretary- 
General Emeka Anyaoku 
Monday said Saturday’s 
elections were “another 
important step.” 

“Nigeria is well on course 
in the programme of transi- 
tion to democracy and civil- 
ian rule," he said. 

Anyaoku said Botswanan 
former president Ketumile 
Masire would lead a high- 
level Commonwealth mis- 
sion to Nigeria next month 
to monitor the legislative 
and presidential elections. 

Since independence in 
1960, the military, headed 
since June by Abubakar. 
have dominated Africa's 
most ‘ populous country, 
home to 10S million people. 

The elections are seen by 
many as the last chance for 
a return to civilian rule in a 
united Nigeria. If these polls 
were to fail many Nigerians 
might give up on the trou- 
bled country as a nation 
state, many observers 
believe. 




Thousands of pro-death penalty supporters march at the financial district in Makati to show support for the 15- 
year-old rape victim identified as ‘Baby’ Echegaray. The demonstrators demanded execution for Leo Ech^aray 
who was convicted of raping her in 1994 when she was 11. Echegaray was given a reprieve by the Philippine 
Supreme Court hours before he was scheduled to be executed on Jan. 4 (Reuters photo) 

r 

Manila rape victim in 
march for attacker’s death 


MANILA CR) — A Filipina 
schoolgirl raped by her 
step-father marched with 
huhdreds of supporters 
through Manila's financial 
centre Monday to campaign 
for his execution, and the 
supreme court said ir would 
rule on the man's fate next 
week. 

Employees from high-rise 
buildings in the Makati 
business district threw con- 
fetti as the girl, her face 
veiled to hide her identity, 
and her supporters marched 
in the afternoon heat to 
demand death for the child 
rapist whose execution was 
bldcked. 

Identified only as “Baby”, 
the girl was 10 years old 
when she was raped several 
tinges by her step-father, 
bouse painter Leo 
Echegaray, in 1994. 

First Lady Loi Estrada 
and Vice-President Gloria 
Mdcapagal joined the 


march, linking arms with 
the rape victim as her sup- 
porters moved through 
Makati bearing "Death for 
Echegaray" signs. 

Echegaray. 38, was to 
have been put to death by 
lethal injection last week in 
what should have been the 
country’* first execution in 
decades but the supreme 
court ordered a stay of exe- 
cution. 

The 15-member court, 
meeting behind closed 
doors Monday, considered 
a government plea to allow 
the execution and said it 
would meet again on Jan. 
19 to deliver a ruling. 

It ordered Echegaray ’s 
lawyers to submit their 
response ro the government 
petition by January 14. 
court officials said. 

Echegaray 's reprieve 
raised a storm of protest 
across the country, where 
previous surveys had 


shown many Filipinos 
favoured the death penalty 
to curb a resurgence of 
crime. 

Pro-death penalty 

activists have held rallies in 
major cities and President 
Estrada has sharply criti- 
cised the supreme court. 

Last Monday, the court 
issued a temporary restrain- 
ing order three hours before 
Echegaray was to be put to 
death”, saying the execution 
had to be stayed pending 
the outcome of fresh 
attempts in congress to 
overturn the law authoris- 
ing capital punishment. 

A government petition - 
contended that the supreme 
court ruling had invaded a 
function of the executive 
and ignored the rights of the 
victim. 

It also said the stay could 
create a dangerous prece- 
dent since any law could at 
some time be repealed or 


altered. 

Congressman Roilo 
Golez boosted the govern- 
ment case by submitting to 
the court Monday a resolu- 
tion signed by 122 of the 
House of Representatives's 
220 members saying the 
House had no intention of 
reconsidering the death 
penally. 

“This is an overwhelming 
majority.” Golez told 
reporters. 

"There is no way the law 
will be repealed by this 
congress. The house is 
sending this message 
because the supreme court 
is looking for signals.” 

The Philippines abolished 
the death penalty in 1987 
but restored it in 1994 
because of a spurt in violent 
crime. No one has been 
executed since 1976 
although there are more 
than S50 people on death 
row. 


Prosecution case against Malaysia’s Anwar nears close 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
The prosecution case in the 
trial of ousted deputy premier 
Anwar rbrahim is nearing a 
close here with both sides gear- 
ing up to argue whether the 
controversial hearing should 
proceed or be dismissed. 

As the trial entered its 1 1th 
week Monday. Anwar’s 
lawyers were wrapping up 
their cross-examination of the 
final prosecution witness, 
chemist Lim Kong Boon. He is 
due to step down from the wit- 
ness box this week after which 
both sides are to summarise 
their evidence on the case. 

If presiding judge Justice 
Augustine Paul rules there is a 
case against Anwar, the 
defence will then start present- 
ing its own witnesses. 

Legal sources said the 


defence would strive to "punch 
holes into the prosecution 
case” based on contradictory 
testimony by key witnesses 
and to prove there was a con- 
spiracy against Anwar. 

Anwar. 5 1 . is on trial on four 
charges of corruption related to 
allegations he used his position 
to cover up claims of sexual 
misconduct, carrying a penalty 
of up to 14 years in jaiL 

He was sacked on Sept. 2 
after falling out of favour with 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad and arrested IS days 
later after leading massive 
protests against his former 
mentor. 

He also faces a fifth corrup- 
tion charge and five charges of 
sodomy, with a maximum 
penalty of 20 years imprison- 
ment plus whipping, all of 


which he has dismissed as part 
of a conspiracy by his political 
enemies. 

Anwar’s case drew world 
condemnation when he 
appeared in court with a black 
eye and neck brace, alleging 
police assaulted him under 
custody. 

His cause was further boost- 
ed when official findings held 
police responsible for his beat- 
ings. leading Malaysia's police 
chief Rahim Noor to resign 
Friday. 

Anwar also held Mahathir, in 
his capacity as home minister, 
responsible for his beating and 
sought damages from the 
leader. 

But in a swift move to 
reassert control amid the polit- 
ical £torm, Mahathir 
announced a cabinet revamp 


which put loyalists in key posts 
and dodged potential challenge 
by deferring party elections. 

Public interest in Anwar's 
corruption trial, which started 
on Nov. 2, appeared to wane 
after the case proceeded at a 
glacial pace. 

But in an unexpected turn of 
events. Zainur Zafcaria — one 
of Anwar's nine lawyers — 
was sentenced to three months 
in jail on November 30 for 
contempt of court for refusing 
to apologise for seeking to 
remove two prosecutors from 
the trial alleging they tried to 
falsely implicate Anwar in var- 
ious sex offences. 

The scandal was further 
fuelled when Anwar's former 
driver Azizan Abu Bakar, and 
Ummi Hafildu Ali. the sister of 
Anwar's then jjrivate secretary' 


were called to the stand. 

The prosecution cases rests 
largely on a letter to Mahathir 
in 1997 in which Ummi 
alleged that Anwar was a 
homosexual and that her broth- 
er’s wife had an affair with 
Anwar. 

Azizan stunned the court 
when he gave lurid details of 
his alleged relationship with 
Anwar, saying be was 
sodomised by both Anwar and 
the politician’s adopted brother 
in 1992. 

The trial also heard that 
Ummi had been disowned by 
her father over the scandal 
unveiling a dramatic family 
feud in court, but she has 
denied being “madly in love" 
with Anwar. 

The defence later revealed it 
had copies of a secret record- 


ing of an alleged conversation 
between Ummi and a lawmak- 
er last June, which exposed a 
conspiracy' to topple Anwar but 
the judge ruled out the evi- 
dence. 

In another bizarre twist, pros- 
ecutors hauled a semen-stained 
mattress into the courtroom, 
seized by police as part of their 
probe into allegations that 
Anwar had sex with the wife of 
an aide and fathered her child. 
Police witnesses said blood 
tests cleared Anwar of the 
charge. 

A chemist however, testified 
he found semen stains of 
Anwar and body fluid of the 
wife of the former leader's aide 
on the mattress but later 
acknowledged that the stains 
could have been planted. 


Impeachment trial gets 
concerns about length. 


started with 


WASHINGTON (AP) — As 
the Senate moves ahead this 
week with President Bill 
Clinton’s impeachment trial, 
some Republicans are 
demanding to hear from wit- 
nesses while Democrats warn 
that testimony could spin the 
proceedings out of control. 

The White House had until 
noon EST (1700 GMT) 
Monday to respond to the 
Senate summons and declare 
it will present a defence for 
two articles of impeachment 
against the president 

Both the House prosecutors 
and White House lawyers had 
until the end of ihe day to pre- 
sent motions. The White 
House likely was to seek a 
motion to dismiss the case. 

A vote on that would not 
come until after the prosecu- 
tors and the White- House pre- 
sent their cases to the jury of 
100 senators and take ques- 
tions from the senators. That 


phase begins Thursday with 
House arguments and could 
last several weeks. 

The decision to call wit- 
nesses also will follow the ini- 
tial presentations. 

Republicans and Democrats 
are divided on the need or 
wisdom of that step. 

‘It seems to me it is hard to 
have a trial without witness- 
es." Senate Judiciajy 
Committee Chairman Orrin 
Hatch, u Utah Republican, 
said Sunday on ABC televi- 
sion’s "This Week.” 

He said this was “probably 
the most important trial of this 
century, and it calls for that 
type of consideration." But 
Sen. Carl Levin, a Michigan 
Democrat, warned that “you 
could get into a quagmire, 
which would be very lurid, 
which would not be a digni- 
fied ending to this sad chapter 
and would not add enough 
evidentiary value to outweigh 


the negatives.” 

The 13 House “managers", 
or prosecutors, say they must 
have witnesses to properly 
present their case alleging that 
Clinton committed peijuiy 
and obstruction of justice in 
trying to cover up .his affair 
with former White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky. 

Rep. Asa Hutchinson, an 
Arkansas Republican, said on 
CBS' “Face the Nation” that 
they could limit the witnesses 
to about six. Among then, he 
named Ms. Lewinsky: the 
president's secretary, Betty 
Currie; and Clinton friend 
Vernon Jordan, who helped 
Ms. Lewinsky get a job. 

“We do not want to get into 
graphic details. We want to 
talk about the obstruction of 
justice." Hutchinson said. 

White House spokesman 
Jim Kennedy said the hope is 
that after the initial phase of 
the trial, senators will realise 


the case does not warrant 
removing the president from 
office and vote to dismiss the 
charges. 

Kennedy sajd Clinton plans 
to deliver his State of the 
Union policy address to 
Congress as scheduled Jan. 
19, even though the trial will 
be under way. “We have no 
intention of being diverted 
from thaL” he said” 

Sen. Christopher Dodd, a 
Connecticut Democrat, said 
on CNN's "Late Edition" that 
if Republicans, in a partisan 
vote, force the acceptance of 
witnesses the bipartisan spirit 
that brought senators together 
on a format for ihe” trial 
“could degenerate very quick- 

iy” 

“We know the facts." 
Senate Democratic leader 
Tom Daschle said on CBS. “1 
think we are ready now to 
present the evidence and 
make a decision.” Most 


Democrats say they prefer 
that Clinton stay in office but 
that Congress approve a 
strong resolution censuring 
him for his actions in the 
Lewinsky matter. 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein. a 
California Democrat, told 
NBC she is working on a cen- 
sure motion, saying that if 
Clinton is not removed from 
office, “there should be some- 
thing before the body.” 
Democrats have 45 seats in 
the Senate, more than enough 
to defeat a vote to remove 
Clinton from office, which 
requires a two-thirds majority. 
A motion to dismiss would 
need 51 votes. 

From Thursday, the House 
of Representatives will have 
24 hours, probably over three 
days, to present its case as to 
why Clinton should be con- 
victed 

Rep. Bill McCollum, a 
Florida Republican, said Rep. 


James Sensenbrenner of 
Wisconsin would make open- 
ing statements after initial 
remarks by Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Henry 
Hyde of Illinois. McCollum 
said “I seriously doubt” the 
House will need the full 24 
hours to make its case. 

Sensenbrenner, Hutchinson. 
McCollum and Reps. James 
Rogan of California and Ed 
Bryant of Tennessee would 
present the evidence and Rep. 
Charies Canady of Florida, 
and others would explain how 
the charges met the standards 
for impeachable offences, 
congressional sources said. 

The White House will then 
have 24 hours for its argu- 
ments and up to 16 hours will 
be devoted to questions from 
senators. After that, the 
Senate would take up the 
motion to dismiss, and. if that 
fails, vote on motions to pre- 
sent witnesses. 
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“ EU to have early warning system 
for illegal Immigration . 

COLOMBO ( AP) — - The European Union willmon. 
itor conflict zones such as Sri Lanka in order to 
vide early warnings to its members about possi 
Ulegal immigration as people flee violence 
German ambassador said Monday. “The idea i 
from constant threats from conflict areas in Eu 
and our neighbourhood, but gradually the.ctw 
will be introduced in all the conflict zones’ of 
world, including Sri Lanka,” Helmet van Edig^ 
reporters. His country is the current president"® 
Union, Under the proposed system, EU officials^ 
monitor the situation in conflict areas and will ai 
whether there is likely to be an exodus of refht 
Member nations would be alerted before thejm 
tion actually starts. Edig said asylum would stiS 
available to those deemed legal refugees, butf 
will also be careful in not making us vulnerabfe 
situation of influx.” He did not specify whafrs 
countries might take to keep out imnugrams£i = 
said rules regarding repatriation of illegal 
grants would be defined soon, but did not elahoj " 

In Sri Lanka, where a 16-year-old Tamil war pits, 
nic Tamil Tiger separatists against the governing 
laree number of minority Tamils have immigrated 
various countries in Europe. Australia. India and 
United States. No reliable figure is available on? 
Tamil migration, but police around the world often ; 
detect Tamil would-be-migrants with incomplete.' 
documents. Tamils make up 3.3 million out of.Sri. 
Lanka population of IS. 5 million people. Militants 
among Sri Lanka's Tamils say they can only pros] 
away from domination by the Sinhalese majority.,, 
this island nation off India’s southern coasL The-Sri , 
Lankan government says Tamils have equal rights 
and opportunities. •_ 

Eleven Indonesian soldiers arrested! 
after civilians beaten to death 

JAKARTA, Indonesia TAP) — Military police 
Monday arrested 1 1 soldiers accused of beating and 
torturing four. civilians to death while in custody, a 
senior army officer said. Troops raided a village in 
Indonesia’s westernmost province of Aceh Saturday 
and arrested dozens of residents suspected of sup- 
porting Islamic separatists. The civilians were later 
locked up in building in the town of Lhokseumaxye. 
where they were attacked by troops, human rights 
activists said. In addition to the four dead, 23 civik 
ians were seriously injured. Lhokseumawe military 
commander Col. Johnny Wahab said 11 soldiers had 
been arrested and more might be questioned.. ‘We; 
have to uphold the law,” said Wahab. Aceh. 1,756/ 
kilometres northwest of Jakarta, is one of three, 
Indonesian provinces where small groups of rebels 
are fighting for independence. The Acebnese rebelsf 
have been fighting for decades for an Islamic stare in 
the strongly Muslim region. Indonesia’s militaryjas, 
long been accused of committing widespread human, 
rights abuses. Its commanders have promised?®: 
improve its record following the resignation 4ast 
May of autocratic President Suharto who used.the 
military to suppress dissent during his 32-year rnl£ 
Suharto resigned after protests and riots erupted dtir : 
ing the worst economic crisis in decades. 

‘China’s Great Wall built ... 
300 years earlier than believed 9 " 

BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese experts said Monday the. 
Great Wall was built 2,500 years ago, 300 years 
before China's first emperor Qin Shihuang wat 
believed to have initiated its construction to keep out 
marauding barbarians. “The earliest part of the Great^ 
Wall has been found in the Shandong Province, whicftT 
roughly parallels the ancient Qi Kingdom,” the offi- 
cial Xinhua news agency quoted Zhang Guangming, 
deputy chief of the cultural relics bureau of Zibo cjty . 
in Shandong, as saying. The Qi Great Wall startedat 
a small village in Changqing county and ran to the 
sea near Qingdao for a total length of 620 kilometres? 
Zhang said. He said historical records showed. the. 
now-dilapidated wall had 12 passes, nine gates," 50' 
castles and barracks and 12 beacon towers. “The 
winding wall comprised the southern fortifications ofe 
this strong kingdom,” Zhang said. The Kingdom og 
Qi at that time contended with others for hegemon^ 
and its king Huangong was one of the five most pow: 
erful dukes during the spring and aut umn period (770 
BC-476 BC). “It was extremely difficult for the 
ancient people to build such giant military defencesiT- 
Zhang said, adding that labourers spent 470 yearsfju 
build the wail. Archaeologists recently unearthed cuLt 
tural ruins and relics near the Shandong section of the 
Great Wall. The new finds are expected to aid in ihe,: 
study on Qi Culture. More than 20 emperors oiderfeiF 
the building or renovation of the wall, which eventttr 
ally gained a length of more than 5.000 kilometresr.;; 

British Marquess, aristocrat and - ' 
junkie, dead at 44 Tt 

LONDON <AFP) — The Marquess of Bristol.. born- 
16 to °P e Britain's richest families but whose’ drug 1 
addiction cost him a fortune and his freedomi3iiis? 
died aged' '44, his agefnf said. He was found Sun^- 
after apparently dying in his sleep at his home- 
buttolk, eastern England. He had been suffering 
a flu -type bug. “He was perfectly well over Christmas, 
and was discussing going to the Bahamas fora coor 
pie of wee-ks,” his agent Simon Pott said. - The mar-. 

as jailed twice for possession of drugs. A 
in 1993 was told that his addiction had costhis fiuni'. 
Iv arnunrl 1 1 ^ 


, V iu uniL ms auoicaon nau cost xus iauu.. 
ly around £7 million ($11.7 million, 10 million eurp&l 
in 10 years. His half-brother and heir. Lord Fredericks 
nervey, 19. who is studying at Edinburgh University^ 
becomes the 8th Marquess of Bristol. The’ foflB^ 
Sf qU Mr' ’ wI ?° once estimated his personal wealth^ 
S? I F) ll0n - [ ed a colourful life. As well as the'^W 
s? ™ W ° nh estace ’ he also inherited £4 milLW: 
o/UUO-acre Australian sheep station and./four. 

fokworfhV 11 W f Us ‘ But he Save up-his:leas*g& 

. ou f e last year, claiming it was too. expen-r 
• i, ajn£ ain. and earlier sold many of his betobgr 
mnnthc 5 « Was - arresied in 1988 and later servednine; 
found V£ P ^ SO l.“ after £l ’°°° worth of cocaine^ 
P riv ate helicopter. In Decoinlg 
heroin ^ ^ for 10 months for posse^ISgf : 

the Old m Caine - Po,ice f0 “ nd 

Ickwnrth tM 3X1618 and Chippendale formtn^^Si 

rtSM? K-r du ^S a raid in October Wlim: 

press re„^ llta ‘ ,on - he merged i" 199^111 
P * s reports that he was dying of 
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A Yugoslav army convoy heads to positions near Tabe village in Podujevo area, 30 km north or Pristina, the region- 
al capital of Kosovo. Violence escalated in Kosovo as the Yugoslav army pounded ethnic Albanian strongholds after 
IbeguemUa Kosovo Liberation Army captured eight Yugoslav Army soldiers (Reuters photo) 
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Kosovo rebels under pressure 
to free army hostages 
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PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AFP) 
— International monitors kept 
up contacts with Kosovo rebels 
Monday in a bid to free eight 
Yugoslav Army soldiers. 

'Talks are soli ongoing." said 
Heinz Nicscft, spokesman for 
the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(0SCE)'s Kosovo Verification 
Mission (KVM). 

The separatist Kosovo 
liberation Army (KLA) said in 
a statement Sunday they' would 
release the soldiers in return for 
the liberation of ethnic 
Albanians held prisoners by 
the Serbian authorities. 

The soldiers "will be released 


when an agreement has been 
concluded with .American and 
European mediators on the 
exchange of prisoners of war. 
in line with international con- 
ventions." the statement said 

The eight soldiers were 
seized Friday near Stari Trg. 1 2 
kilometres north of Kosovska 
Mitrovica. 

KVM observers — put in 
place to monitor a U.S.-bro- 
kered ceasefire that began in 
mid-October — visited the 
men Saturday and Sunday and 
reported they were in good 
health. 

Meanwhile, diplomatic pres- 
sure for the soldiers' release has 


been mounting. 

In Brussels. NATO 
Secretary-general Javier 
Solana Sunday demanded "the 
immediate release" of the sol- 
diers and called on both sides 
in Kosovo to initiate a "politi- 
cal process" to resolve the 
Kosovo crisis. 

OSCE chairman Knut 
Vollcbaek, who arrived in 
Belgrade on Sunday, was due 
to hold talks with Yugoslav 
political leaders on Monday. 

Vollcbaek is on a fivcHlay 
Balkan mission focusing on the 
Kosovo crisis. 

More than 1.000 people. 
mosdv ethnic Albanians, have 


been killed since February 
when fighting erupted in the 
Yugoslav province between ihe 
KLA and Serbian security 
forces. 

That violence subsided into a 
fragile truce in October under a 
U.S.-brokered accord, but the 
ceasefire has been repeatedly 
tested by attacks on civilians 
and Serbian police. 

The KLA is the main guerril- 
la force fighting for the inde- 
pendence of Kosovo, whose 
population is 90 per cent ethnic 
Albanian. Tire province is also 
regarded by Serbs as the cradle 
of their Orthodox religion and 
culture. 


ra.'liun b - 


r?p: Pilot of crashed Thai jet could not see runway 
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« >’ ^ * BANGKOK (.AFP) — The 
32->car ruk j pjfoi 0 f a Thai Airways jet 
. erupted iv- [ which_ crashed last month 
killing 101 people was blind- 
led by a storm during two 
aborted landing attempts, 
according to a leaked tran- 
script Monday. 

i The transcript of the black 
.nJ & . bus voice recorder, appeared 
.ig. ■. v j io indicate that on his first two 
Shihii'jn? ** landing attempts foe pilot 
M**n »•' L * could not see the runway. The 
ijn >.’i ^ Nation daily reported 

Pro' i After two aborted approach- 
iti-.’ni. ^ 1 . s. the pilot was asked by an 
niL ; air traffic controller "Please 
•cju >'t COTfirm whether to join final 
Wii! ■ ljn ^ l<fproad b to land) again," 
.1 ran ,l awxdirig to the transcript 

The pilot replied: “Yes I 
Mint, to make another try." 
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Moments later, foe plane 
plunged into a swamp close to 
the airport at Sural Thani. 
southern Thailand. The pilot 
was among those who died. 

Some of the 45 people w ho 
survived foe crash have criti- 
cised the pilot for nor rearm- 
ing to Bangkok after foe first 
two unsuccessful attempts. 

They also said the captain 
told them on the plane's inter- 
com that he was blinded by 
rain on his first two landing 
attempts. 

A source dose to live inves- 
tigation refused to comment 
on the report however, and 
said it was too early to specu- 
late on the cause of foe crash. 

“I cannot say right now 
what was foe cause of foe inci- 


dent, we cannot come to a 
conclusion yet as there are a 
lot of other factors in the inci- 
dent." he told AFP. 

Data from foe black boxes 
arrived back in Thailand with 
investigators from the United 
Stales Monday, he said, 
adding a meeting on foe crash 
would be scheduled soon. 

"We are trying to conclude 
things as soon as we can." he 
added. 

Investigation sources had 
previously said conversations 
between foe control lower and 
foe pilot on foe black box 
voice recorder were "barely 
audible.” 

The investigation is trying to 
find out if foe disaster was 
caused by pilot error, inaccu- 


rate landing information sup- 
plied by the control tower, a 
sudden change in weather 
conditions or mechanical fail- 
ure. 

Since foe crash, it has been 
disclosed that foe Instrument 
Landing System llLS) at 
Surat Thani was not function- 
ing due to work on a runway. 

However, airport officials 
said other navigational aids 
were sufficient and it was up 
to foe pilot to decide whether 
conditions were safe enough 
to land. 

Officials from Thailand's 
aviation department, foe 
Royal Thai Air Force. Thai 
Airways International and 
Airbus Industrie joined the 
investigation in foe U.S: 
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Bounty’s cannon raised from the deep 
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years of marine growth in 
Pitcairn's Bounty Bay and 
bring it carefully ashore, 
expedition leader Nigel 
Erskine said. 

Pitcairn is the island where 


BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 

— One of the cannons from 
Bounty, the ship made 
famous in the mutiny against 
" ?l) ■ t -J Bligb, has been 

... uitf-* 1 from foe sea near . . . . 

* Pitcairn Island in the South Fletcher Christian and a 

" Pacific, researchers said group of Bounty mutineers 

0 ..;iit'» < ^ Monday. - and Tahitians fled in 1 7b9 to 

A maritime archaeology avoid being recaptured by 
expedition from the British. 

Townsville's James Cook 
University and residents of 
Pitcairn Island retrieved the 
^sapon by building an intri- 
*** air-powered lifting 
device. 

They used foe machine to 
the 800 kilo- 
17 .- j#- gramme cannon from 200 
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One of foe mutineers, terri- 
fied foal the British would 
find them on Pitcairn, set fire 
to the Bounty, scuttling foe 
vessel off foe coast. 

The mutineers remained 
on Pitcairn undetected until 
1808. 

The British Admiralty sen! 


the HMS Pandora to capture 
the Bounty mutineers' and 
bring them back to England 
for trial. 

The crew of foe Pandora 
successfully recaptured 
mutineers who had remained 
in Tahiti after the mutiny, but 
did not find Christian and foe 
other men hiding on Pitcairn. 

After months of fruitless 
searching in the South 
Pacific, the Pandora turned 
for home, only to be 
wrecked off the northeastern 
end of Australia's Great 
Barrier Reef in 1791. 

Artefacts retrieved over 
the post few years from the 
Pandora will housed in the 


new Museum of Tropical 
Queensland. 

The James Cook 
University expedition has 
also retrieved other items 
from ihe Bounty, including 
rigging, hull limbers, cannon 
balls and grapeshor and lead 
drains used for the watering 
system for breadfruit in 
Tahiti. 

Erskine and the expedition 
went to Pitcairn last 
September and was due to 
return at foe end of next 
month. 

They have also excavated 
the original house sites of 
John Adams. Christian and 
his son Thursday October. 
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Texas court postpones execution of 
prisoner who vowed to resist guards 
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Huston <apj — An 

' - L^ fu - .i/ court has postponed 

,n 1 ni V ejce ^ution of a convicted 
i r .# Sparer who has vowed to 
,7 ‘ l " lf ij) ‘'SiV like hell” when guards 
to escort him to the 

- : ,c- J^° a Officials had 

hi- lL V ^ anned to use shackles and 
ji-o ■ ,*. a nnour-cIad guards Monday 
10 lake Gary Graham to his 


dp 


®*ecution if he foUowed 
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i on a promise to vio- 

■ 1 resist 
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, 1 'Qtend to fight like hell." 

J |te SJiri W ipoal- ivhili> urtr- 


armed "with picket signs, 
with rifles, with shotguns, 
with AK-47s and whatever 
else is necessary ^ 
required to defend our 

rights." . . c 

Instead, foe j»fo L -S- 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
Sunday postponed Graham s 
death, saving >l needed mure 
time to "evaluate the issues 
presented in this complex 
case" The court did not 
vvbar it needed to 


» r , - jv- _• • week wiuil, me 

P.i-p ^ f'ypn 1 jj: ^Kilters to show up at 

jji.* ‘ 156 “antsville, Texas, prison 


specify 

review. . . 

Graham. 35, was convicted 
in foe May 1 98 1 shooting 

death of Bobby Lambert dur- 


ing a robbery outside a 
Houston supermarket. 

Dianne Clements, presi- 
dent of foe Houston-based 
victims’ rights group Justice 
For AU. noted that Graham's 
conviction already has been 
foe subject of 35 judicial 
reviews. 

"There's no reason to 
believe that this 36fo review 
will noL yield the same 
results: not credible, guilty as 
charged.” Mrs. Clements 
said Sunday. 

But Graham’s attorney. 
Richard Burr, said foe 
appeals court "did exactly 


what it should have done, 
which is to give themselves 
more time to look at this 
issue." Officials with foe 
Texas attorney general’s 
office, which could appeal 
foe ruling, did not return a 
message from The 
Associated Press Sunday. 

In fighting his execution. 
Graham has attracted support 
from foe likes of actor Danny 
Glover, entertainer Harry 
Belafontc, filmmaker Spike 
Lee and Nation of Islam 
leader Louis Farrakhan. 

He maintains he did noi kill 
Lambert. 


French conservatives cry betrayal 
after making deal with left 


PARIS lAPi — Loaders oi 
French conservative parties 
were accusing each other of 
bcrrayal Monday after a 
centre-right politician made 
a deal with Socialists o\er 
ihe weekend io win an 
important regional post. 

Anne-Marie Comparmi. a 
member of the centre-right 
Union for French 
Democracy, or UDF. was 
elected head of ihe regional 
council in the southeastern 
Rhone- Alpes urea Saturday, 
but only after accepting left- 
ist support from Socialist 
members. 

The election followed two 
days of manoeuvring and 
has plunged the right, 
already splintered, into fur- 
ther disarms. 


Members of the Gauliist 
Rally for the Republic, or 
RPR. pans said they were 
furious with the UDF for 
making a deal with the left. 
"Who i> dividing us today?" 
RPR general secretary* 

Nicolas Sarkozy asked in a 
radio interview Monday. "It 
is those making alliances 
nidi die left.'* 

But Francois Bayrou. 
UDF president, defended 
Cumparini against charges 
of betrayal, saying the 
weekend vote showed that 
foe left and the right could 
work wsrether 7o f/cht 


extremism. 

"If the RPR thinks they 
can whistle and have every- 
one follow iltem. they are 
wrong." UDF president 


Francois Bayrou was quut- 
ed us saying Monday in the 
diiily Liberation. 

The conservative coalition 
was initially shattered in 
June 1997 after President 
Jacques Chirac called early 
legislative elections in a bid 
to strengthen his position, 
only to see his centre-right 
majority swept away by a 
Socialist-led coalition. 

And ihe right was further 
rattled last year when 
Former Defence Minister 
Charles Mi Non. then the 
head of foe Rhone- Alpes 
regional council, accepted 
support from the far-right 
National From in his bid for 
reelect ion. 

Several other mainstream 
conservatives accepted 


votes from foe National 
Front, pushing rightist lead- 
ers to purge the rebellious 
members and form a new 
organisation called foe 
Alliance. 

Conservatives said 

Monday that foe new bick- 
ering on the righL could 
harm conservatives’ 

chances in the upcoming 
European purl i anientary 

elections. 

"What is happening in 
Rhone- Alpes doesn't bode 
well for the formation of a 
common list for the 
European elections,” 

Philippe Vasseur. vice presi- 
dent of foe free market -ori- 
ented Liberal Democracy 
party said in a television 
interview. 


Italian police arrest Pakistan court 


suspected mafia killers , orders executions 


VITORIA. Sicily (Ri — 
Italian police said Monday they 
had anesied 21) . suspected mem- 
bers of a Mafia clan believed to 
be behind the worst gangland 
killing in eight ye:trv 

Roberto Ripollino. a colonel 
in the carabinieri paramilitary 
police, told reporters those 
arrested included force .suspect- 
ed of ordering the murder, in 
foe southern Sicilian town of 
Ragusa on Jan. 2. and a hitman 
who allegedly carried them oul 

Five men were shot dead in 
tiic aitiurk as they drank coffee 
in a bar. Mice said at die time 
they believed foe killing was 
pan of a feud between rival 
clans over control of lucrative 
drug rackets. 

The dead included two 
bystanders who were shot 
merely because they had wit- 
nessed the crime. Chic of the 
detainees was die brother of a 
Mulia bos-, killed in foe attack, 
police said. 

Italian Prime Minister 
Massimo D'Alema and lop 
ministers held an emergency 
meeting last week on the 


upsurge in gang violence. 
Justice Minister Oliviero 
Diiibeno said foe government 
planned to pour more staff' and 
resources into Sicily. 

D'Alema said tiv state had 
clearly not won the war against 
the Mafia but it would be wrong 
io suggest foe south was in the 
hands of foe criminal organisa- 
tion. 

lul i an police have scored 
numerous successes since the 
twin murders in 1992 of star 
anti-Mafia judges Giovanni 
Falcone and Paolo Borseliino, 
which convulsed the country 
and roused public opinion 
against foe Mafia. 

The following year authori- 
ties captured "boss of bosses” 
Salvaiore "Toto” Riina. who 
had been on the run for nearly a 
quarter of a century. 

Last November, police said 
they had come closer than ever 
before to seizing Bernardo 
Provenzano. the elusive boss 
who has not been seen in public 
for three decades and who is 
believed to have stepped into 
Riina’s shoes. 
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Snowfall causes 


havoc in France 


LYON. France (AFPi — Heavy 
snowfalls and icy winds caused 
road and rail havoc in eastern and 
southern France, with tens of thou- 
sands of home*, k-fi w ithout elec- 


tricity. 

In the Rhooe-Alpes region 
•around Lyon, police reported traffic 
jiaiis sc\ cral kilomeiros long on the 
A7 nuKixu'jy suitfo of 
Montelinur. while trains between 
Lyrw and Paris »vr ie delayed 
benveen one and three hours after 
snow damaged electric power 
lines. 

Northbound lanes on the A7 
motvirw-a\ were cut off to tniflic 
S4>uth of Montelimar late morning 
due io hcaiy snow foaf has trapped 
several lorries. Tlie road had been 
eul oll'sevcr.il times in the niahi as 


winds brought down power-lines. 

Rescue- workers meanwhile 

were called in throughout the area 
io clear other roads of fallen trees 
and power and phone-lines. 

.As many as 25.000 homes were 
wiihcnn electricity in villages in ihe 
southern Drome and AnJeche areas 
also due to damage by snow io 
power-fines. 

Traffic was also slowed in ihe 
departments of foe Loire*. Ain and 
AnJeche. 

The sudden cold came only five 
days after freak weather had 
brought temperatures in some areas 
io an all-time high for the time of 
year. The temperature in Paris last 
week reached a record of 16 
degrees Celsius, more lhan twice 
the normal uv erase for the season. 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — The Supreme 
Court Monday ordered all 
executions handed down 
by special military courts 
in southern Sindh 
province suspended until a 
hearing decides whether 
these courts are legal. 

Two executions have 
been carried out in the past 
two weeks. 

Another four people are 
on death row awaiting 
execution by hanging. The 
executions were temporar- 
ily hailed Friday, but it 
wasn’t clear whether the 
suspension would contin- 
ue. 

In a three-page letter to 
his attorney general. 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif argued in favour of 
the military courts 
explaining what he called 
the extraordinary circum- 
stances under ufoich they 
were established. 

The letter was read out 
before a seven-member 
bench of the supreme 
court Monday which in a 
terse two sentence order 
demanded the suspension 
of executions until after a 
hearing which will begin 
on Feb. 1 . 

An ethnic party in south- 
ern Sindh province is chal- 
lenging the legality of the 
military* courts. They say 
Sharif’s government issu- 
ing foe military courts to 
hunt down, prosecute and 
execute its members in an 
attempt to destroy their 
panv called the Muttaheda 
Qami Movement. 

Politically powerful in 
Karachi, the capital of 
Sindh and the largest city 
of Pakistan, the MQM rep- 
resents Urdu-speaking 
Indians who migrated to 


Pakistan when British rule 
ended in 1947. 

Feuding factions of the 
MQM have been blamed 
for the relentless violence 
that has terrorised south- 
ern Karachi and left more 
than 1.000 people dead in 
the past one year. 

"We are facing the 
renewed threat of terror- 
ism and sectarian vio- 
lence." Sharif w rote in his 
letter. "Waves of blood 
have been submerging our 
fair and tranquil land from 
time to time." 

Culling it an "unhappy 
precedent to say the least," 
Sharif wrote of foe Jan. 3 
attempt to kill him and his 
family when a powerful 
bomb blew up a bridge 
thar he was to cross. 

Four people were killed 
when the bomb shattered 
the bridge w*os located 
barely three kilometres 
from his family home in 
eastern Punjab province 
killing four people. He 
escaped injury because his 
family was delayed. 

On Jan. 4 Sunni Muslim 
militants attacked a Shiite 
Muslim mosque also in 
eastern Punjab province 
killing 18 worshipers as 
they finished their morn- 
ing prayers. 

"We emerge from one 
blood bath only to be 
drenched in another,” 
Sharif wrote in his letter. 

The military courts were 
established last November 
after Sharif dismissed the 
Sindh provincial govern* 
ment and imposed federal 
rule. Human rights organi- 
sations have opposed the 
courts. 



A driver digs out his car from a snowbank close to Perpignan following a night of heavy snowfall in several 
French regions I Reuters photo) 
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Justice in civil 


society 


THE HIGH Criminal Court recently com- 
muted the death sentence on a man con- 
victed of killing his brother to 10 years in 
prison. The decision to rescind the death 
sentence falls in line with an international 
trend against capital p unishm ent That 
aspect is positive. But, the negative dimen- 
sion to the verdict is that the reduction of 
the term of imprisonment of the convict to 
only 10 years with hard labour was possible 
because the “personal right” of the victim's 
family was waived. 

We have seen time and again how families 
of victims play an effective role in determin- 
ing the length and type of sentence imposed 
on individuals convicted of . crimes. 
Particularly alarming is the resorting to this 
judicial precedent in so-called “honour 
crimes"' which have led to the literal exon- 
eration of murderers who commit their, 
heinous crimes in the name of family hon- 
our. Admittedly, our penal laws allow for 
the reduction of judicial punishments when 
the family of the victim in question waives 
its “rights."" We believe that this judicial 
practice is unwarranted and leads to unfair 
trials. 

When a person is murdered, the crime Is 
no longer a personal issue that can be deter- 
mined and judged on the basis of what that 
person's immediate family might or might 
not say. Crimes are a public concern and 
only public interest should play a part in the 
trial of criminals and their sentencing. Our 
related laws must be amended accordingly, 
because legislation based on the strength 
and effect of personal rights are a relic of 
the past tribal era. 

At a time when we are preparing to enter 
the 21st century, the administration of jus- 
tice should no longer be based on tribal 
practice. Tribal justice once served as a use- 
ful purpose when there were no civil society 
and no civil courts. We should no longer be 
dependent on tribal justice as our courts are 
more than adequate to administer civil jus- 
tice. It is high time we conduct a thorough 
review of otir criminal code- and bring it in 
line with contemporary situations. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Ai RaTs Kheirallah Kheirallah said that atihe moment the 
region appears to be full of developments. On the Israeli front. 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has lost his internal 
“battle” and 'was forced to go through early elections. 
Netanyahu knows he will not win unless a miracle takes 
place; if the Palestinian opposition abroad serve him in some 
way, said Kheirallah, or if he pursues some kind of an adven- 
ture along the lines of Israel's strike against the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor in 1981. Israel has turned into an “ill and divided” 
society, which is not aware of its objectives, saidnhe writer 
and added that there is no doubt that a Palestinian state will be 
become a reality, specially with Hillaty Clinton and Jacques 
Chirac’s recent statements that the peace process has to be 
accompanied by such a state. Moreover, the Israeli Labour 
Party and General Shahak. a strong nominee for Netanyahu’s 
post, both support that idea, according to Kheir Allah. What j 
is the prime minister going to do? Will he depend on Arab and 
non-Arab extremists to hand him a way out of his predica- I 
ment, or wiU he attack Lebanon, Iraq or Iran, asked the writer. I 
The region is at a melting point, not because of the drop in oil 
prices or the Iraq crisis but because of a “'dangerous" man like 
“Bibl” Kheir Allah stated. 

AJ Dustour’s Oraib Rintawi discussed steps to activate- 
Ionian's political system. In order to activate the elections sys- 
tem. its laws need to be amended: the seats regulation: the 
one-vote law. the quotas of bedouins, parties and women’s 
organisation all have to be reconsidered and gradually 
replaced, said "Rintawi Such reevaluation should include the 
proposal of an election for prime ministers once every four 
years in line with the Lower House of Parliament to ensure 
stability of governments, support the executive authority, 
enable political parties and the civil society’s institutions to 
grow and deepen public participation, added the writer. The 
political system's social bases should be renewed, the idea of 
citizenship should be strengthened and the competition 
between civil society’s institutions should be activated, 
according to Rintawi The writer urged the public sector to set 
up a political research national committee or centre to help 
implement the above mentioned objectives. 


Fantasy and failure in Iraq and the Gulf 


I THOUGHT I was in a time cap- 
sule Sunday when I heard the Iraqi 
parliament's call effectively not to 
recognise the borders of Kuwait — 
a flashback to one of the basic prob- 
lems that prompted Iraq's occupa- 
tion of Kuwait in August 1 990. 

Technically, the Iraqi parliament 
called for scrapping U.N. Security 
Council resolution S83 of 1993, 
which demarcated the long-disput- 
ed Iraqj-Kuwaiti border. Politically, 
the Iraqi parliament's suggestion is 
part of a wider Iraqi assault against 
the punitive measures that Iraq has 
been subjected to in recent years — 
the U.N. economic embargo, the 
system to inspect and eliminate its 
weapons of mass destruction, recur- 
ring American-British air attacks, 
and the Anglo-American no-fly 
zones in north and south Iraq. The 
startling fact of this week is that we 
seem to have returned — stum- 
bling, bleeding, and no wiser — to 
August 1990, with all the problems 
of that time still with us. 

The most chilling replay of past 
failures is the spectacle of a fresh 
young face — British prime minis- 
ter Tony Blair — engaging in stale 
old habits, namely touring Arab 
Gulf states this week and promising 
swift military actions ro prevent 
Iraq from threatening “its neigh- 
bours or the stability of the region." 
The sad facts of Iraq and the Gulf 
today are as follows: 


1. The fundamental issue of the 
sovereign borders of Iraq and 
Kuwait remains unresolved, as it 
has been since colonial Great 
Britain essentially created the issue 
a century' or so ago 

2. The Gulf region is more unsta- 
ble than it was in 1990, due to the 
volatility and near desperation of 
Iraq itself, the permanent presence 
of tens of thousands of Anglo- 
American troops, and the serious 
internal economic pressures facing 
most Gulf states. 

3. The capacity of the United 
Nations and other international 
agencies to monitor Iraq’s weapons 
systems or to mediate peaceful 
solutions in the region has been 
seriously damaged by the Anglo- 
American bombings and the infil- 
tration of the U.N. inspections sys- 
tem by American and other foreign 
spies. Also, the Anglo-American 
habit of re-defining UN. resolu- 
tions to fit their own aims has weak- 
ened the UN. Security Council’s 
ability to be an instrument of col- 
lective international peace-keeping; 
the Anglo-American claim that 
U.N. Security Council resolutions 
678 of 1990 and 1 154 of 1998 give 
them authority to bomb Iraq and 
impose a no-flight zone is legal, 
diplomatic, and moral rubbish of 
the highest order. 

4. ^Public sentiments in the 
Mideast and globally are shifting 


considerably. Many more people 
today question the moral and politi- 
cal appropriateness of Anglo- 
American militarism, see Iraq as 
having been disarmed and con- 
tained! and support Iraq's claim to 
end the economic embargo against 
it The most dramatic expression of 
this shift came from Saudi Arabia 
this week, in the form of reports of 
a planned Saudi initiative to ease 
the embargo against the Iraqi civil- 
ian population. 

5. There has been no appreciable 
progress in addressing any of the 
underlying distortions arid prob- 
lems that fuelled the 1990 Gulf cri- 
sis or that plague the modem Arab 
World — namely, a) autocratic 
Arab governance systems that often 
become ghastly police states, usual- 
ly with the active support of 
Western powers: b) global double 
standards in using force to imple- 
ment UN. resolutions against Iraq, 
but not those against Israel: c) glob- 
al double standards in addressing 
the problem of occupied or contest- 
ed lands around the world (e.g.. 
Palestine. Lebanon. Kuwait. 
Cyprus. Kashmir. East Timor, 
Western Sahara, Northern Ireland, 
southern Sudan, and many others): 
global double standards in seeking 
non-proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction among some 
Arabs versus amongst others India. 
Pakistan, North Korea and. e) a 


View from the 
Fourth Circle 




Rami G. Khouri 

legacy of troubled modem Arab 
statehood rooted in colonial divi- 
sions of this region, divisions that 
have bedevilled its people with 
abnormal disparities in natural 
assets and socio-economic well- 
being. 

Eight years after these issues first 
reared their large and formidable 
head during the 1991 Gulf war, they 
remain still as the underlying caus- 
es of tension, violence and instabil- 
ity in the Middle East. This is a 
rather astounding collective indict- 
ment of the political irresponsibility 
and incompetence of the concerned 
Iraqi, American, British and Gulf 
Arab leaderships. 

It is not so surprising — though 
still troubling — that Iraqi voices 


today repeat their claim to Kuwait. 
This should remind uS that the last 
eight years' policy of trying to pro. 
mote stability' and the national 
rights of all in the Gulf region, by 
the use of force — by Iraq, some 
Arab Gulf states, and Anglo, 
American youth — has failed. 
There must be a better way of 
achieving those legitimate goals - 
that we and the world agree cm 
ensuring the security of all existing 
states in this region; preventing the 
spread of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion; promoting good governance, 
civility, and human rights; and, 
enhancing living standards and sta- 
bility through regional ecoararnc 
integration. 

Tony Blair sits in British fighter 
airplanes in the Gulf this week, gets 
all excited and smiley, and fantasis- 
es about sending a signal of res- 
oluteness and toughness; the 
tragedy is, be does not realise that in 
reality he is the symbol of a colos- 
sal and recurring failure. For well 
over a century, his country has had 
to keep sending regular military 
forces and the odd prime minister to 
ensure stability and happy days in 
distant Arabia — but there is neither 
happiness nor stability in these 
lands, only more soldiers and more 
pain. Something must be very 
wrong beneath the surface of this 
entire" spectacle. (For those interest- 
ed. please see number 5 above). 



LETTERS 

Best wishes 



Vanessa Redgrave: Hero and role model 


By" Ray Hanania 

IT WAS the Spring of 1978 and I was. like 
most Americans, sitting in front of my TV set 
wondering which movie was going to win 
the Oscar for Best Movie. The competition 
included: “Annie Halt" ‘Goodbye Giri:" 
“Julia:” “Star Wars:” and, ‘Turning Point,” 
all premiered the previous year. My 
favourites were “Star Wars” and “Cose 
Encounters of the Third Kind,” which was up 
for other nominations that year. 

Well, “Annie Hall” won as “Best Movie.” 
The Best Actor award went to Richard 
Dreyfirss and Best Actress was Diane 
Keaton. Then there were the lesser awards for 
Best Supporting Actor, which went to Jason 
Retards for his portrayal in “Julia.” a movie 
about Nazi persecution of Jews during World 
War IL and then Best Supporting Actress that 
weni to Vanessa Redgrave, for her portrayal 
in the same movie, “Julia,” too. 

I hadn’t heard much about Redgrave prior 
to that time. Butshe came to the podium and 
began her acceptance speech by noting that" 
outside the auditorium where the Oscars 
were being held, belligerent members of the 
extremist organisation, the Jewish Defence 
League (JDL), were protesting against hen 
And she was wearing what looked like a tra- 
ditional Palestinian embroidered dress. 

My eyes and ears perked The JDL was the 
anti-Arab terrorist organisation of the 70s 
who enjoyed a double standard in America 
and the West While Arab terrorism was con- 
stantly being denounced, the terrorism of the 
fanatic JDL was being ignored. 

In all the years I had been watching the 
Academy Award presentation, I don't recall 
ever seeing an Arab win. Certainly, i^ was not_ 
the place for politics, but the JDL had cer- 
tainly decided to turn that years event into a 
political imbroglio. The JDL was getting a lot 
of sympathetic media coverage, and the 
potest prompted Redgrave to respond since 
it was at the Oscars that the protest was tak- 
ing place. Redgrave held her head high, 
aware of the bigotry that existed among the 
auditorium filled with people whose careers 
were built upon producing and directing 
dozens of anti-Arab movies over the years. 
She declared defiantly that she would not be 
intimidated by “a small bunch of Zionist 
hoodlums whose behaviour is an insult to the 
stature to Jews all over the world" 

I remember jumping to my feet and wav- 
ing my hands in the air cheering like it was 
the New Year. Because in effect, "Vfenessa 
Redgrave had at least for me, ushered in a 
new era. She was among the first people I had 
ever beard of who dared to stand up to (he 
hateful filmmakers who churned out dozens 
and dozens of movies founded on anti-Arab 
themes, stereotypes and falsehoods. 

My mother couldn’t figure out what the 


commotion was, and when l explained a 
smile crossed her face. too. 

As Arab Americans, we knew all too well 
how difficult it was to live in this country 
even back in the 70s. the so-called years of 
American civil liberty enlightenment. For 
everyone else, maybe, but not for Arab 
Americans. 

She sat with me. Soon, my brother and sis- 
ter were watching the Oscars. I am sure my 
dad who passed away a lew years earlier, 
was- watching, too. And thar’s just about 
when a short little jerk namkl Paddy 
Chayefsky stepped up to the microphone as 
one of the award presenters. He is the racist 
who produced the movie Network, which 
included several gratuitous anti-Arab refer- 
ences. 

Chayefsky denounced Redgrave as every 
member of the Hanania family stood up and 
hollered and hooted at the TV screen. 
Redgrave had beat out Melinda Dillon (Qose 
Encounters of tbe Third Kind), Quinn 
Cummings, (Goodbye Girl), Tuesday Weld 
(Looking for Mr. Goodbar). and Leslie 
Browne Turning Point) in winning her 
Oscarawaid 

Afterwards, I listened as news announcers 
and Hollywood commentators started to 
denounce Redgrave, all because she had 
stood up for herself and refused to be intimi- 
dated by the JDL thugs. The JDL was angry 
because Redgrave had the previous 
November 1- ' completed a. second mqyie. 
besides “Julia,” called “The Palestinian.” 

Ironically, it was her role in “Julia” that led 
Redgrave to become aware of the plight of 
the Palestinians. WhDe making “Julia” in 
Paris in 1976. she came to know a young 
Palestinian . couple and their friends. They 
told Ber about the siege oTIal AI Zaatar, a 
Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon, which 
right-wing Phalange militias trained by Israel 
had bombarded for months, cutting tbe 
inhabitants down with sniper fire when they 
dared to leave the camp for watet By the end 
of the siege, 3,500 men, women and children 
had been killed. • 

‘'What had happened at Tal AI Zaatar was 
so hideous that I immediately wanted to do 
something to assist the situation," Redgrave 
later wrote. What she did was recruit a film 
crew in Ranee and Italy, hire a director, sell 
her wo houses in London to raise the neces- 
sary funds, and in the spring of 1977 set out 
for Lebanon to make a film about the 
Palestinians. ~ 

“The Palestinian” premiered in November 
1977 at the London Film Festival, but in the 
U.S. neither the Public Broadcasting Service 
nor any other network would show it. 
Because of her sympathy for die Palestinians, 
she was accused of bring a terrorist 

In 1980. she agreed ULperfoim in a new 1 
movie, “Playing for Time,” and to portray 


Fania Fenelon Goldstein, the Holocaust sur- 
vivor who wrote the book on which the script 
was based. The film was a salute to the 
strength of Jewish survivors of the Holocaust, 
yet anti-Arab leaders throughout the wodd 
denounced Redgrave's being selected io play 
the concentration camp inmate. 

“Its a horrible insulL Six million Jew's will 
roll over in their graves,” said Jewish Defence 
League leader Irv Rubin. Howard Squadron, 
president of the American Jewish Congress, 
called Redgrave's selection for the role 
''grotesque.” Even Goldstein, provoked by 
the anti-Arab hysteria and lies that were 
being published, protested the casting, assert- 
ing ignorantly that Redgrave “is known to be 
anti-Semitic.” 

Redgrave was well-known for her support 
of peoples around the world who were vic- 
tims of persecution. She has supported such 
causes as midear disarmament, opposition to 
the Vietnam war, independence for northern 
Ireland, freedom for Soviet Jews, and. aid for 
Bosnian' Muslims and other victims of Sob 
aggression. In 1993. Redgrave was awarded 
the Sakharov medal by Elena Bonner for her 
efforts on behalf of Soviet Jews. During the 
early 1970s she put the money she earned 
from films into a charitable trust for disad- 
vantaged children, and in 1973 she built and 
equipped a nursery school for children in a 
pqvqty-stridcen area ofLondon. In 1 980. her 
effigy burned outside studios in Hollywood 
and Pfrladelphia. In Philadelphia, snipers 
fired dxte into one of the buildings. Tbe Los 
Angeles station KNXT-TV reported “numer- 
ous bomb threats." 

Theblacklisfing. which reminded many of 
the blacklisting of Jews from Hollywood 
productions by Senator Joseph McCarthy in 
the 1950s, continued. In April 1982 the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra cancelled a 
sold-out performance of Stravinsky's 
'Oedipus Rex," with narration by Vanessa 
Redgrave, because some financial supporters 
of the orchestra claimed her appearance 
would offend the Jewish community. Several 
American productions have been cancelled 
since because of hatred directed toward 
Redgrave’s appearances. 

To me, and to most Arab Americans and 
Arabs around the world, Redgrave stands for 
what is just in this world, a reminder that jus- 
tice is not the privilege of those who have 
power or numbers in public opinion, but by 
everyone, including a small minority of peo- 
ple whose lands were stolen from them in 
1947. 

■ The writer is a Palestinian American 
author and journalist. 


To EHs Majesty: 

IT WAS WITH great pain that I learnt nearly six month* 
ago that Your Majesty was ill. I have closely followed 
since then every news item on your health. 

Somehow. Your Majesty is the senior-most member of- 
my family. Well, that was the sentiment I came away 
with after spending nearly two decades in Jordan. ! 
cherish those years. 

Your physical appearance at the signing of the Wye 
agreement was indeed a bit disturbing, but after list*® 
ing to your passionate appeal for peace and epexis 
and your reiteration of your beliefs and convicti 
was convinced that you were on the way to reco 
frcoTHhe illness. * 

It was with great relief that I listened in tbe last fra? 
days to His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and 
Jordanian government leaders assuring the Jordanian 
people, and indeed people like me and my family,-*^ 
Ydur Majesty is 'completdy^ured and wb'uld!^^- 
home soon. 

. I pray for Your Majesty’s continued good health and 
implore God that He preserves Your Majesty. for : the 
people of Jordan and all others who adore and respect 
you for what you are and what you stand for. 

P.V. VivekanantL 
Sharjah. UAE 
Email: anand@alkbaleej.caae 

Foreign investment 

To the editor: - - 

- INCREASING FOREIGN investment in Jordan is one 
of the most talked about and emphasised objectives of 
various governments in the past ten years or so. 

It is always looked upon as one of the saviours of the 
economy, but unfortunately no serious action was takes- 
to promote this objective. 

We have to be more practical and objective in dealing 

with this issue. 

Foreign investment will only be attracted to any couo- 
I try if one or all the following factors are obtained: - . 
LA local consumer market that was either closed to 
imports or. by being close, higher returns can be 
achieved. 

2. Cheap labour and resources as well as a central geo 
graphical location to base an offshore industry. 

3. Free economy and a safe haven from complicated 

and bureaucratic governmental procedures and restric- 
tions. " 1 ' 

It is very obvious that wbar we have, or ought to have- 
in Jordan is the third option: and'what falls in this cate- 
gory are mainly offshore companies and regional 7 
offices. 

The legal incentives are often construed as merely - 
duty-free perks, but that is not the case. I do agree that 
a lot of people are taking advantage of the system, bitf- 
why penalise what can be a great asset for this country.' 
because the government can’t or will not deal with! - 
exemptions to the rule. ' • 

A lot of companies are fed. up with being treated , as 
opportunists, and are looking at other opticus that offer 
the same if not better incentives for investment ' 

If the government is serious about promoting business 
in Jordan, a body should be created, to look into the-.; 
earnestness of each regional office in the country sn<i~ 
evaluate it accordingly. - , - ■ 

We have been operating in Jordan for more than -ten 
years, with more than ten local employees, and a yeaiiy 
expenditure of over half a million dollars. As a result of 
us, ten million dollars of hard currency floating through 
the Jordanian banking system every year. -I do ;-not 
expect to be harassed every time we get a sample sent fo 
thecountty'. ° 

Roger R. Zanbaka 
Amedo Sewing Machines Jordan Ltd* 

The Jordan Times welcome $ letters and contributions 
from Us readers on any issue they wish to tadtter 
Letters intended for publication should contain 'jh^ 
writers full name and preferably address .as 
Names can be withheld upon reguest but onfyus$$ 
special circumstances. Utters are subject to 
and abridging. - , 
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By John Walsh 

yH GODS, what a year. “Sorting out a 
jporc satisfactory emotional base" for 
fny life was “the driving motivation" for 
{be -firsi'balf, while “high ambitions" 
up the second My nearesi and 
dir est ivere a shocking liability 
throughout One "family member" acted 
in "erratic unpredictable ways” in Feb- 
ruary. A frankly knackering "social 
fthid" in early spring was followed by 
•*a more demanding mood" in which 
everyone had “over-high expectations" 
of me r the fools. Everyone in my entire 
life seemed “on edge" in April, but then 
“joint finances" improved and I threw 
myself Into a “secret romance" which, 
ail too predictably. I'm afraid made 
April 20 “sticky." 

1 was “emotionally topsy-turvy" on 
May 7 but, bang on cue. “finances” 
improved again, once they were given 
my “wholehearted attention." My 
-pinny charm" knocked everyone dead 
in early summer, enabling me to keep 
mv "hidden agenda" up my sleeve, 
before I legged it to "fly free" to "green- 
er pastures." But sadly, by July my life 
had descended into turmoil once more: 
an eclipse of the sun warned me that “a 
career push” was ’Vital," and it was all I 
could do to stop myself being “distract- 
ed" by “emotional muddles." Sadly, my 
professional clear-sightedness didn’t 
stop another bout of "sticky moments" 
and I strove unavailingly to “keep my 
temper steady" “hold to compromises " 
and “find a middle way between neither 
pushing too hard nor being pushed 
around.” 

My family, not surprisingly, found 
themselves "on tenterhooks"'in August, 
as I flailed about in this socio-economic 
maelstrom, and the kindly attention of 
dose partners" was thwarted as they 
found, yet again, my “attention diverted 
to sorting out finances.” Honestly, its 
like being married to Gordon Brown. As 
the year drew to a close I narrowly 
avoided having to "tub up against rather 
tricky people," and refused to “suffer 
fools gladly” around my birthday on 


What planet are you on? 


October 24. contenting myself with 
“pulling strings behind the scenes.” 

1 certainly didn't want any “unre- 
solved clutter," as 1 approached Christ- 
mas. and “gelling finances inio shape,” 
when I d rather have been out getting 
sloshed, meant I luid to “resist the temp- 
tation to fly off the handle" Bui luckily 
I found "a gentle wav of letting off 
steam — possibly at the Priory in Roe- 
h am plan — and ended the year bravely 
staring at “the momentous turning-point 
of the century" 

Because, as you will have guessed, the 
year I’ve been looking hack on with 
such drained exhaustion is IW. I’ve 
just been reading Marjorie Orr* 
month -by-monih horoscope in 
The Express for my life 
right through this year 
and by the time l 
reached the end. 1 fell 
like tying down in a 
cave until it was all 
over. Its not the 
"predictions" that 
bother me — noth- 
ing concrete is pre- 
dicted — its the pre- 
vailing note of frantic 
emotional activity 
According to the clairvoy 
ant Ms. Orr. J will spend the 
year on a roller-coaster of emo 
lion, swinging between confusion 
and impotent fury, endlessly upset, both 
ered, under-valued and over-provoked 
by a puzzling spouse and traitorous 
work colleagues, forever balancing the 
account books and constantly defending 
myself against strange, unnamcahle 
crises. 

I do not know Ms. Orr. but 1 suspect 
she is the kind of friend we all need in a 
crisis — one of utter unflappable con- 
servatism, whose conversation is a suc- 
cession of emollient platitudes about 
casting no clout, taking the rough with 
the smooth, not throwing out the baby 
with the bath water. She .would never, 
you feel, be the one io say, "Oh for 
God's sake just leave the bastard,” or 
“Of course you should take the job," or 


“Just iry a I cldc scion uf this, you'll like 
it ” For she is one of the nation's leading 
"sun-star columnists" as back 
astrologers are sometimes called, and 
her function is iu reassure — to whisper 
in her readers' ears that, although iheir 
lives are amazingly nnuivei nenies, ihey 
must try noi n> be swept away by the 
stormy emotions and crazy scenes' with 
which their days w ill lie filled. 

Astrology is an odd profession, begin- 
ning in Babylonian stiirliglii. 4.1XX1 years 
ago. made up of 
equal 


our imaginations. When the Darwinist 
Proles* »r Richard Dawkins trashed the 
win lie subject of .-iMrology in The Inde- 
pendent on Sunday in 1995. saying that 
its prolcssioual exponents should be 
jailed lur Iraud. tire resulting correspon- 
dence filled acres ot newsprint. 

At litis lime ol year, ils also a gold- 
mine for newspapers and magazines. 
Wlien the next 12 months will pitch us 
straight into a new century and into a 
whole th< lusand-yciir epoch, the whole 
husiness takes on 
< kind 



pares 
mathematical cal- 
culation, astronomy, pagan gods and 
post-event historic-psychology. It may 
seem a long way from the divinations of 
the ancients to the cry stal balls of Mar- 
jorie Orr. hut some tilings have never 
changed: the seriousness of its believers 
(who have included Hitler. Gandhi. 
Rupert Murdoch and the Abbey Nation- 
al Building Society), the money-spin- 
ning potential of iLs newspaper columns 
with their phone-line spin-offs (the late 
Patric Walker, Russell Gram and Mystic 
Meg have all been reported as earning 
£50U,00U a year) and the extraordinary' 
grip ils cryptic bromides still exert on 


of epic 
urgency: the only- 
tiling bigger than the passage of cen- 
turies. millennia and eras is the firma- 
ment itself, whose stars have outlasted 
them all. and from which we try to learn 
what will become of us and how we 
should live. 

Apart from being perhaps the only 
metaphysical impulse that must of the 
population will have embraced since the 
days of choir practice and Sunday 
school, astrology is also democratic. 
The stars that are common to all of us. 
that shone for both Julius Caesar and his 
chariot-minding slave, are the governing 
influences upon great and humble alike. 


If Mars and Pluto < w hich rule Scorpio 
with dynamic and power-crazed ruth- 
lessness. and arc the reason girls give 
Scorpio chaps a wide berth at parties) 
are both in Sagittarius next September, 
playing hell with my capacity to moke 
any money, though at least 1 can be com- 
forted that the Prince of Wales t Scorpio, 
bom November J4i is in the same yacht. 
This accounts for the secondary phe- 
nomenon of early January — a rush of 
predictions of how the year will pan out 
for various ■■celebrities": how Zoe Ball 
will have a baby and Jerry Hall will win 
a huge divorce settlement against Mick 
Jagger (say s the Sunday People), how 
Ann Widdecombe and Peter Man- 
delson. both Li brans, will be 
transformed "from villains 
to heroes." and the entire 
cast of Friends t mostly 
Leos. spookily) will 
come unstuck, 
according to Shel- 
ley \on Strunckel 
in The Sunday 
Times. 

Tile Expre and 
the Daily Mail are 
currently in the midst 
of a soothsayer banle 
fur readers. The Mail 
offers “Jonathan Coiner's 
Millennium Countdown" all 
this week t yesterday Love, today 
Wealth) and a "Personal Horoscope” 
special free offer. The Express has the 
sainted Ms Orr's "Your Stars for 1 999" 
running ail week, with an eight-page 
pullou? guide in colour. The "Express 
offer was flagged, last weekend, by a 
TV commercial featuring Ms Orr, a 
grand, duchess-like figure, explaining 
why she is a good astrologer to u snap- 
pish. disembodied telephone voice, pre- 
sumably The Express's abrasive editrix 
Rosie Boycott. 

“No it wasn't me," said Boycott, It’s 
all fiction. But the reason why we do it 
is because horoscopes sell papers. At 
this time of the year we expect to add as 
many as 80,000 to the sales figures. “At 
whai cost of investment’? “It's done on 


newsprint, and it’s wrirten by the staff 
astrologisi. so it doesn't cost its much — 
in the region of £12.000." 

Did a sophisticated rationalist like her- 
self believe in star signs? "To an extent. 
I think horoscopes are good if they can 
nudge you psychologically towards 
something you've been half-thinking, 
and crystallise the thought. It's all about 
language. The good ones write well." 

TTie language issue is not one that 
springs to mind. Miseha O’Connor in 
today's Daily Star ad\ iscs. "Borrow an 
item instead of buying it and you'll save 
some much-needed cash:" Gemini Jane 
in The Sun suggests. “It is a great time 
to renovate or decorate your home." 

Justin Toper in The Minor, a man w ho 
fatally resembles a Gimer Band roadie 
circa 1972. goes for a more direct and 
positive approach — yesterday he 
promised Lcos that "something uutider- 
lul is about to lake place” and Scorpios 
“You are about to enjoy a whole new- 
way of life." But then Mr. Toper lives on 
Paradise Island in the Bahamas, and is 
entitled to a little euphoria. 

A more teasing note is struck by 
Jonathan Cainer in the Mail. “Things 
have to be different in iw," in.- 
announces boldly. "You already know. 
I'm sure, the things iu which 1 refer. 
Why, then, does this send shock waves 
down your spine? Don't you trust the 
sky to take care of all your emotional 
needs’. 1 " 

Then, perhaps fearing he is being 
over-deterministic, he writes. ".Are you 
worrying about going from frying-pan 
to fire’?” and we're back with the 
essence of horoscope writing; bland- 
ness, holding steady, walking your ow n 
path, playing strategic game, finding the 
middle way. The trick is to make the 
seething neurotic mass of horoscope 
readers feel congratulated on their inde- 
cision. feted for their selfishness, praised 
for allowing forces outside themselves 
to run their lives. No wonder its been a 
potent tool with which to quieten the 
proletariat for 4.000 years. 

— The finft'pi iiiSan 


Scientists aim to clone 
elephant super breed 
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j By Thanapom 

1 1 Promyarayai 

Agence France Presse 

THAILAND'S OVER- 
WORKED elephants could 
be saved from looming 
extinction if scientists 
1 achieve their dream of 
j cloning a new super breed 
i Horn die remains of a royal 
| jumbo which died 100 years 
I ago. - ’ 

| Researchers here hope to 
i engineer genetically - a new 
! arain of elephant to replen- 
ish the spetries’ drastically 
) dwindling numbers in Thai- 
land, which proudly displays 
the beast as a national sym- 
bol. 

They even hope eventually 
{ to extract genetic material 
{ &wn the preserved remains 
j of the white elephant which 
: belonged to Thailand's 19th 
l century King Rama IV, to 
creme a breed strong enough 
io survive centuries into the 
future! 

“It is our dream to clone an 
elephant. We want to make 
■ fan (beam come true " vet- 
erinarian Chisanu Chiy- 
acharoensri, secretary of 
Wild Animal Rescue of 
Thailand said. 

“Cloning will improve the 
quality of the elephant breed 
! sod maintain a species 
strong enough to survive," 
he added. 

Thailand's elephants are 
facing an uncertain future as 
hundreds of beasts are crip- 
pled by overwork and creep- 
ing birth rates threaten 
e, ftiiKtion in the next centu- 

j y- 

There are now 2,000 wild 
e kph3ms in Thailand — a 


sharp drop from the 4.600 in 
1983. 

Some 3,000 domesticated 
animals stomp through 
hours of work a day but are 
dying at a rate of about 200 a 
year. 

Worryingly. only 15 births 
are registered annually — a 
trend that must be reversed 
before the elephant is wiped 
out entirely.. 

The potential of cloning 
became fully clear when sci- 
entists in Scotland cloned 
Dolly the sheep from an 
udder cell in 1997. It was the 
first rime a mammal had 
been created from adult 
cells. 

Critics of the technique 
argue however that Man 
should not attempt to manip- 
ulate nature or to create life 
for his own benefit. 

Chisanu's answer is that if 
genetic reproduction is not 
used Thailand's elephants 
will be remembered only on 
tourist souvenirs, flags and 
art. 

He plans to conduct a three 
stage study including repro- 
ductive techniques and the 
hormone cycle. At least 20 
million baht (half a million 
dollars) will be needed to be 
raised from the private sector 
for the study which is 
expected to take 10 years, 
said Sompasi Meepan from 
Elephant Camp reserve in 
Avutthaya. 

‘■The current elephant pop- 
ulation is not of very hi?h 
quality — they have hsen 
worked too hard and will 
soon be gone unless owners 
care for them better," he 
said. 

“If our project succeeds. 


we plan to ask the King for 
permission to use the white 
elephum. 

Chisami added : “if possi- 
ble, we scientists hope to 
clone this elephant since it is 
the best one ever found in 
the country. 

The remains of the white 
elephant, so-called because 
of the purity of its character, 
are now preserved in alcohol 
in a set of glass jars in Thai- 
land's Elephant Museum in 
Bangkok. 

The Bangkok Mahfdol 
University project has 
already been partially suc- 
cessful. as a cow is pregnant 
with a cloned embryo, 
reports here said. 

But even the prospect of a 
new super-breed will not 
ease the anxiety of those 
who worry about the huge 
moral issues which surround 
cloning. 

Friends of the Asian Ele- 
phant Foundation secretary 
general Son da Sulwula 
argues that cloning might in 
fact worsen the Tot of the 
Thai elephant. 

■-'1 am not against the idea 
but the reason why we need 
to do it is not dear to me,” 
she said. 

“In terms of advancing sci- 
ence it is good but we have 
to consider what social 
advantage cloning can offer 
us. 

’ Elephants now arc not 
used for logging anymore, 
we do not have the forests 
left for them." 

Sorida said that as existing 
elephants had not been well 
treated there was no guaran- 
tee ftiture cloned beasts 
would fare any better. 
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Glyptodonts and Arctodus, some of the ’megafauna ’ early man stands accused of making extinct 

Early hunters take extinctions record 


By Steve Connor 

Renter* 

HE WAS supposed to be the Noble 
Savage who was at one with nature, 
but new research suggests that wherev- 
er early Man went, mass extinction 
was sure to follow. 

it has always been difficult to explain 
why so many of the world's largest 
animals — the “incga(:iun:i" — had 
disappeared so quickly from different 
regions of the world over the past 
lOO.OOu years. 

Climate change was considered the 
reason for the extinction of giant sloths 
in South America, huge flightless birds 
in Madagascar, the sabre- luoihed cals 
of North America and carnivorous 
kangaroos in Australia 
. In a few thousand years Attsunliu 
lost all (9 species of marsupials over 
100kg in size, and 22 out of 38 species 
between 10 and lOOkti. Souih Ameri- 


ca fared even worse. It lust 46 of its 58 
groups of large animals, including 
Glyptodonts i armadillos the size of 
vans). Macrauchenia. a long-necked 
camel-like animal, and Arctr>dus. a 
huge bear, half us big again as the griz- 
zly 

Professor Gifford Miller, a scientist 
who dates fossils at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, believes lx 1 has 
the first firm evidence linking the death 
of the megafauna with the emergence 
of Stone Age people at the end of the 
Pleistocene era — between 100.000 
and 10.000 years' ago. His team of 
researchers focused on tite dating of 
pieces of fossilised eggshell left behind 
by Gcnyumis. a giant flightless bird. 

The scientists found that mine of the 
eggshell fragments they analysed were 
younger than 50.000 years old. This 
coincides nicely with the date when 
the first humans arrived on the conti- 
nent. "I think we have compelling evi- 


dence dial the Genyomis extinction 
date is applicable to the majority of 
Australian megai'aunrc." Professor 
Miller said. 

The scientists believe that with the 
arrival of the fimt huimn colonisers. 
Australia's landscape underwent a rad- 
ical ch:inse which ultimately killed off 
the larger animals, from giant homed 
tortoises as big as VW beetles and 
wombats the size of rhinos, to a 25- 
foot-iong snake and a one-ton lizard. 

The new arrivals are thought to have 
pioneered a system of land manage- 
ment used until recently by Aboriginal 
people, who would start bushfires in 
order to stimulate grass growth and 
encourage fresh game. "We suspect 
the systematic burning by the earliest 
colonisers differed enough from the 
natural fire cycle that key ecosystems 
were pushed past a threshold front 
which (hex could not recover.” Profes- 
sor Miller said. 


Colin Tudgc. a research fellow yi the 
Centre for Philosophy at the London 
School of Economics, said there is 
now overwhelming evidence to sug- 
gest that humans were responsible for 
the "overkill" at the end of the Pleis- 
tocene era. 

"Soon after you get humans arriving 
on a big continent or island, you get 
animals disappearing." Mr. Tudgc 
said. The only exception is Africa 
where humans and big animals co- 
evolved for 2 million years. 

"Unlike the animals of Africa the 
creatures of the Americas and Aus- 
tralia were totally unused to human 
ways." Mr. Tudge said. 

“However it happened, it shows that 
the idea of a ’noble savage' in tune 
with the animals around him is a lie. 
The only animals we are in harmony 
with arc the ones dial we failed in 
knock on the head." said Mr. Tudge. 


Tigers feel 


the pinch in Malaysia 


f A I By Benjamin Low 

^>’1 

‘ GHAZAU ABDULLAH yelled in honor os 
a tiger pounced on his 1 0-year-o&i son. 
, ‘ v :i . "feukd from behind, the boy was scream- 


, tM j “I shouting ‘Aiiahu Akbarf (GoJ is 

-/ $ ami growling as I waved my hand to 

s Si]:l lJ :i • 1R ®laie'a tiger," Ghazali, 41. told the Star 
” as he recalled the Decemberattack 

. stale of Kdantan. 

3 jf f Distracted by the lather's shouts, the. tiger 

.</ M 1 v. 1t r ssA We^ng Mohamed Nasharuddirc 
" ^ with M stitches. 

. {l } attack, whidi took place at the edge ot 


a Malavsian ptdm oil estate, renewed con- 
cerns over lire spread of plantation land into 
the habitats of endangered species in ihe coun- 

- ^“It's-a known fact that we are developing a 
lot of land for agriculture and limber extrac- 
tion The tiger's habitat is reduced by land 
cJcarm°." World Wide Fund for Nature 
tWWF) Malaysia spokesman Tedt Teik 
Hoongsaid. 

As die habitab of man and wildlife have 
drawn closer, the chances of attacks by ani- 
mals have increased dramatically, em-iron- 

rnem activists sav. . 

Game rangers from Malaysia s Wildlife and 
National Parks Department, Pferhilitan, and 


even the country's army have been mobilised 
to track down the tiger that anuckcd 
Nashoruddin. 

Three traps were sel without success. _ 

Perhiliun officials said they w ere conlidem 
llv tiger would eventually be captured ami 
sent lo a zoo. 

“Bui il'ii's nol possible, we'll have to um.- ilv 
last resort. We'll haw to shoot it hevuttse if 
you don't do lhaL it may cause a jot of nega- 
u'w etrcumstam.x'x," Perhilitan s w ildlife man- 
agement unit chief E. Sivanantiian u.ild 
Reuters. 

In July, rangers shot dead a tiger that had 
killed two men and some livestock, outraging 
conservationists. 


Tigers are highly endangered. Globally, 
some 5.00fr to 7_>(*) tigers survive in the wild, 
according to WWF Malaysia. 

The Indo-Chinese tiger is tite only species in 
Malaysia. Of the 2.t H )0 Iixlo-Chinese tigers in 
live world, about 5UU roam the jungles of 
peninsula) - Malaysia Perhilitan estimates. 

Hisiorically. the world's largest cal has been 
revered in Malaysia as a symbol of strength 
and p.wvvr. The country's royal crest portrays 
two tigers on either side of the coat of antis. 

But as recently as tlte I95IK before con- 
cern' over the Jeer's - extinction had grown, 
authoriiies were still encouraging tiger hunt- 
ing. 

In 1 976. the tiger was classified as a Totally 
Protected Aninvd under Malaysia's Protection 
of Wild Life Act. making it illegal to kill tigers. 

Instances of the tiger being killed for its 
IxxJv parts, once popularly used in traditional 


medicines and for ornamental purposes, may 
be decreasing. 

But experts say increased land clearing in 
recent years ho. become a major threat, 
endangering die tiger's habitaL 

“Perhaps" with the economic slowdown 
there is extra pressure on land clearing 
because the government is encouraging agri- 
culture." Teoh said 

Palm oil. quoted in US. dollars, has been 
e.speeiallv lucrative as its price hat. risen in line 
with the ringgit's fall sinve mid- 1997. 

The director general olToresny for ftninsu- 
lar Malaysia. Hashim Suad. said last June that 
about three million hectares isev’en million 
acres) of the country's 19 million hectares of 
forest would be ctKired and eventually con- 
vened to housing, industry, agriculture and 
oiher uses. 

Teoh said land development restricted the 


levels of natural prey and interrupted lire 
tigers breeding cycle. 

‘The range each tiger normally needs i' a 
radius ol'ahbui 20 kilometres." Teoh said. 

Inevitably, tigers find themselves within 
short distance of humans and livestock. 

“It comes out of its hahiun to Io:«k lor tbod. 
Most of the time, it goes for easy prey such as 
cattle and goaLs," Teoh said, adding that an 
increase in forest preservation land would help 
ptotevi the remaining tigers. 

Using remote cameras in jungle ranges. 
’ authorities are trying to count the number ot 
ticerc — a census in the wild. 

"“Once this is done, we can sit down with the 
villagers and hopefully come up with some- 
thing." Teoh said. 

“We always say die tiger encroaches into 
human areas. Bui we arc actually the ones 
who are cnooachina on their liabiioL" 



8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, January 12, 1999 


Greenspan, international central 
bankers urge more reforms for Asia 


HONG KONG (AFP) 
— U.S. Federal 
Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan and 16 other 
international central 
bankers agreed Monday 
that Asia "was recover- 
ing from economic cri- 
sis but there should be 
no let-up in crucial 
bank reforms. 

Greenspan and other 
influential officials 
including European 
Centra] Bank president 
Wim Duisenberg and 
Bank of Japan chief 
Masaru Hayami met at 
the Hong "Kong office 
of the " Swiss-based 
Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS) for a 
“sharing of experi- 
ences." said BIS Gener- 
al Manager Andrew 
Crockett. 

He told a news con- 
ference that no concrete 
measures emerged from 
the five-and-a-half 
hours of closed-door 
talks, which were 
intended to provide a 
forum for informal dis- 
cussion. 

“We discussed in the 
morning and early 
afternoon the interna- 
tional economic and 
financial situation,*' 
Crockett said. “We dis- 
cussed for the remain- 
der of the afternoon 
issues related to 
strengthening financial 
systems and bank 
restructuring.” 

He said "the central 
bankers agreed the 
world economic envi- 


ronment was “a reason- 
ably positive one” and 
that Asia was “on the 
mend" but that efforts 
to shore up shaky bank- 
ing systems needed to 
continue. 

Each governor gave 
an appraisal of his 
domestic economy with 
Greenspan telling his 
counterparts that 

despite an expected 
easing of growth in the 
Unitea States, the slow- 
down would be “rela- 
tively moderate." said 
the official from BIS. 
dubbed the central 
banks’ central bank. 

Hayami said Japan's 
economy had “reached 
the bottom ... and was 
likely to record positive 
growth next year.” 
according to Crockett, 
while Duisenberg was 
confident of solid 
growth in the European 
single currency area. 

On Asia “the expecta- 
tion is that we are now 
probablv past the bot- 
tom of the cycle in most 
countries and the 
prospects are that there 
will be some recovery 
from now.” 

“There was a broad 
measure of agreement 
that it was important to 
tackle bank restructur- 
ing as a matter of 
urgency to make sure 
that ... difficulties in the 
banking system were 
put behind us so that 
the banking systems 
can play their full role 
in promoting economic 


growth,” Crockett said. 
"The governors agreed 
banks had to be given a 
lifeline but recapitalisa- 
tion had to be done 
properly so it did give 
an excuse to postpone 
much-needed reform, 
he said. 

Representatives from 
10 other Asian 
economies attended the 
meeting: Australia. 

China. Hong Kong, 
India. Indonesia. 

Malaysia, New 

Zealand, the Philip- 
pines. South Korea and 
Thailand. 

They were joined by 
the central bank chiefs 
of Argentina, the Czech 
Republic, Mexico and 
Saudi Arabia. 

People's Bank of 
China governor Dai 
Xianglong told the 
meeting he did not 
expect the bankruptcy 
of Guangdong Interna- 
tional Trust and Invest- 
ment Coip. (GITIC) 
would lead to a credit 
crunch for Chinese 
firms, Crockett said. 

Dai presented a “com- 
prehensive report on 
the financial situation” 
in China and also “dis- 
cussed the develop- 
ments in individual 
financial institutions, 
including the trust and 
investment companies.” 

“Governor Dai did not 
suggest that ... credit 
constraint was a prob- 
lem” with the trust and 
investment firms in the 
spotlight as nervous 
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foreign investors deal 
with the aftermath of 
GITIC's bankruptcy 
announced on Sunday. 

The role of hedge 
funds, blamed by many 
Asian leaders for 
allegedly destabilising 
their economies 

through market specu- 
lation, was also dis- 
cussed. the BIS official 
told the news confer- 
ence. 

The central bankers 
discussed greater trans- 
parency and a “level 
playing field' 5 to moni- 
tor movements of 
hedge funds. Crockett 
said without elaborat- 
ing. 

Greenspan, who earli- 
er met Hong Kong 
Chief Executive Tung 
Chee-hwa and refused 
to comment to reporters 
throughout the day, will 
head to Beijing on 
Tuesday for tallcs with 
his Chinese counterpart 
Dai. 

Monday’s meeting 
was the first high-level 
one to be held at BIS's 
Hong Kong office since 
it opened last July to 
provide a forum for 
regional banking talks. 

Central bank gover- 
nors from the Group of 
10 leading industri- 
alised nations meet 
monthly at the BIS 
headquarters in Basel. 


Bankruptcies 
in Britain 
rise 6.2% 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
number of corporate bank- 
ruptcies in England and 
Wales rose 6.2 per cent last 
year, the first increase since 
the end of the last British 
recession in 1992, financial 
analysis firm Dun and 
Bradstreet has announced. 

The firm -said there were 
38.634 bankruptcies in 
1998, 2,266 more than in 
1997. Its study did not 
include Scotland or North- 
ern Ireland. 

The effects of Asia's 
financial and economic cri- 
sis and the decline of 
export competitivess 
because of the strong 
pound were cited for most 
of the business failures. 
Dun and Bradstreet said. 


Israel’s 
‘98 trade 
deficit 
narrows 
by 26% 


TEL AVIV (R> — Israel's 
trade deficit narrowed 25.7 
per cent last year to S5.S3 
billion as merchandise 
exports rose 1 .9 per cent to 
$21.18 billion and imports 
fell 5.6 per cent to S27.01 
billion, the government said 
Monday. 

I: was the second annual 
decline since the trade 
deficit peaked in 1996 at 
$10,334 billion. In 1997. the 
deficit narrowed by 24 per 
cent, the Central Bureau of 
Statistics said. 

Merchandise exports grew 
by about $400 million last 
year, but the bureau said the 
pace of export growth 
slowed from about eight per 
cent in 1997, 7.5 per cent in 
1996 and 11.5 per cent in 
1995. 

Merchandise imports were 
down for the second year in 
a row, following a three per 
cent decline in 1997. 

“The decline in merchan- 
dise imports and the slow- 
down in the pace of export 
growth was influenced 
mainly by reduced trade in 
diamonds and a further fall 
in (all import) prices,” the 
bureau said 

It said imports of rough 
diamonds fell 19.7 per cent 
for the year bui did not pro- 
vide a dollar figure. The 
bureau said exports of pol- 
ished and unpolished dia- 
monds dropped 14.7 per 
cent to S4-.35 billion. 

On a quantity basis. Israeli 
merchandise exports rose 
more sharply, by 1 1 per cent 
in 1998. ’while imports' 
showed a four per cent rise. 

The bureau said trade fig- 
ures for the last months of 
i998 — excluding dia- 
monds, transport items and 
fuel — showed imports ris- 
ing at an annual rate of 6-7 
per cent since August 
Exports in the final quarter 
were growing at a 5-6 per 
cent clip. . • 

Exports of manufactured 
goods and computer soft- 
ware rose 7.6 per cent -in 
1998 to $15.97 billion, 
slowing from a 10 per cent 
rise in 1997 and an eight per 
cent rise in 1996. The 
bureau said high technology 
exports rose between 12 and 
26 per cent depending on 
the category. 

Agricultural exports rose 
2.9 per cent to $825.0 mil- 
lion, slowing from a nine 
per cent rise in 1997. 
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Rouble hits new low 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
rouble suffered another heavy 
blow against the dollar Mon- 
day as Russia added new 
restrictions to currency trading 
in the hope of pumping fresh 
life into the sagging umt_ 

The Russian currency shed 
almost three per cent Monday 
to set its third successive 
record low: changing hands at 
23.06 to the greenback. 

The rouble has given up 
10.45 per cent of its value in 
only three trading sessions this 
year. Thar fall caps a 70 per 
cent nose-dive tbar followed 
the Central Bank’s decision ro 
unhook the unit from its dollar 
peg last August. 

Besides making life more 
expensive for Russians strug- 
gling to survive the nation's 
devastating economic col- 
lapse, die sinking rouble 
exchange rate may also prove 
a -huge headache for The gov- 
ernment 

Russia has pencilled in a 


21.5 exchange figure into its 
1999 draft budget, a raie that 
was surpassed on the first 
working day of the -year. - . 

Currency traders add that 
every notch lower the rouble 
falls marks a step closer to a 
default by Russia on foreign 
debt put at some S150 billion. 

“The rouble slump is very 
bad for foreign debt servic- 
ing,” said one currency trader, 
noting char Moscow owes 
$17.5 billion (15.1 billion 
euros) in repayments this year, 
a figure that climbs in rouble 
terras as the Russian currency 
slips. 

Tt brings us closer to out- 
right default” Tlie 1999 draft 
budget provides for payment 
of S95 billion in foreign debt 

Russia already stands in 
technical default before Lon- 
don Club commercial credi- 
tors. fire U.S.-based Citibank 
is currently advising partners 
on what to do about 


Moscow's missing S362 mil- 



lion payment that earne d 
last month. 

A default declaration wonkT 
make Russia into a paqab 
state in worid financial drcfej 
and Moscow is fimeiusfy 
snuggling to scratch its way 
out from foe devnstating,eoi>. 
nomic sinkhole. \- 

In a bid to propupfoeioubk 
Moscow on Sunday intro- 
duced tough new currency 
trading regulations foar farce 
Russian exporters to sett 25 
per cent of their hard cuneay 
earnings directly to the central 
bank. 

This comes on top. of at 
existing requirement for 
exporters to sell 50 per cent of 
their profits at a special moot-; 
rag trading session on foe 
Moscow Interbank Currency 
Exchange. 

The -gqvemment- has also- 
slashed foe time exporter 
have to sell their foreign cur- 
rency eamines from 14 days 
to seven. 


THE Daily Crossword 
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ACROSS 
J Area of a 
church 
5 Hawks' 

' opponents 

10 Actual event 

u Fast time 

15 Slur over 

16 Maltese 
currency 

17 RjeBc name for 
Ireland 

18 Pay a call 

19 Poetic offerings 

20 Second to none 

23 Abandon the 
truth 

24 Villainous 

25 TJilngamajig 

29 floe souiBe' 

32 Annoyed 

33 Spinnaker, e.g. 

34 Northern 
Scandinavian 

38 Gioacchino 
Rossini opera 

41 -Louver. . . . 

42 Mid-month 

43 Vegetable for 
stews 

44 Emulate eagles 

45 Implores 

46 Setting 

50 Painting and 
sculpture 

51 Barely escape 

59 Trojan War 
hero 

60 Stringed 
instruments 

61 Verve 

62 African 
antelope 

63 Show host 

64 Arsenal cache 

65 Singletons . 

66 Denoted 

67 Bugie call 

DOWN 

1 Guinness of 
'Star Ware’ 

2 UamaJand 

3 Tizzy 

4 Sicilian volcano 

5 Completely 
lacking 

6 Martini garnish 

7 Gripping tool 

8 Correct copy 
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Mf I die before you, do you 
promise to notice?” 


By Diane C. Baldwin 

Columbia, MD 

9 Evb's youngest 

10 Botanist's 
Interest 

11 Assistants 

12 High point 

13 Delectable . 

21 Cutting edge 

22 Finale 

25 Claim to a 

share . ■ 

26 Spoken 

27 Gumbo 
ingredient 

28 Liability 

29 Not so risky 

30 Serpent's 
warning 

31 Pale or ginger 

33 Soft drink 

34 Merchandise 
category 

35 Inter 

(among other 
things) 

36 Trudge 

37 Ballpoints 

39 Grande 

40 Electrical 
measure 

44 _ of Cortez 
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■ Unscramble these four Junfoles, 
; one letter to each square, to 

form four ordinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD C^HULrl- 
by Henri Arnold and Mka Argirto* 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 
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45 Lock in the 
dials 

46 Military hat 

47 Exiled Acadian 

48 Dodge 

49 Means of 
connection 

50 Quaking tree 
52 Science sub]. 


53 Hobble 

54 Killer whale 

55 Miami team 

56 Ata, 

Kazakhstan 1 

57 Improvise on 
the piano 

58 Adam's 
grandson 
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THREAPING A • ; 
NEE PLE CAN ,- .-j 
PE THIS. ; j _ 

Now arrange the circled 
form the surprise answer. dS-srjr- ‘ 
gested by the 




.. {AnswerctonniWY ^ 

Yesterdays Jumbles: PIVOT juicy INTENT . 

Answer Suffered by a bar patron with a 4 ' 

sore elbow — A RAIN IN THE'JOINT^^t^ 
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4 review of news from the Arabic Press 


Activity rises at port of Aqaba 


** THE VOLUME of goods handled 
at the port of Aqaba amounted to 
12.6 million tonnes in 1998. three 
per cent higher than the 12.3 million 
tonnes handled in 1997. Ports Corpo- 
ration Director General Mohammad 
Dalabeeh indicated that the volume 
of imports handled during last year 
was 5,333,736 tonnes, a 12 per cent 
rise over the 4.778.310 tonnes han- 
dled during 1 997. 

Dalabeeh attributed the increase to 
handling higher volumes of grains, 
steel, ammonia and sulphur. "Grain 
imports went up from 1.6 million 
tonnes in 1997 to two million tonnes 
in 1998 and steel imports from 
363,808 tonnes in 1997 to 449.616 


tonnes in 199S. Imports of ammonia 
and sulphur rose from 614.904 
tonnes in 1997 to 878.770 in 1998. 

The port chief indicated that there 
was a rise also in the number of 
trucks which increased by seven per 
cent from 219,578 trucks in 1997 to 
234.824 trucks in 1998. This lifted 
the volume of tonnes loaded from 
4,499.425 million in 1997 to 
5.121,176 tonnes Iasi year, or by 
62 1.75 1 tonnes that represent an 
increase of 14 per cent. 

Dalabeeh concluded that the num- 
ber of general vessels and cargo 
ships also rose by one per cent from 
1.445 in 1997 to 1.458 in 1998 tAl 
Ra*i i. 


Incoming transfers from expatriates 
exceed outgoing transfers by seven-fold 



** ACCORDING TO latest official 
statistics, incoming transfers from Jor- 
danian expatriates are seven-fold the 
amount of outgoing transfers from for- 
eign labour working in the Kingdom. 
The statistics showed that the inflow 
of transfers amounted to JD506.7 mil- 
lion during the first six months of last 
year. The amount was JD226.8 million 
during the first quarter and JD239.9 
million during the second quarter of 
1998. The total inflow of expatriate 
remittances amounted to JDI.1 7 bil- 
lion during the whole of 1 997. 

During the first six months of last 
year, foreign labour in Jordan trans- 
ferred abroad a total of JD72.3 million 
of which JD36.9 million were remitted 
during the first quarter and JD35.4 


million during the second quarter. A 
total of JD141.8 million was trans- 
ferred by "guest workers" in Jordan 
during the whole of 1997. 

The statistics showed that there con- 
tinues to be a balance between the 
number of persons arriving and 
departing the country. During the first 
ten months of last year a total of 3.95 
million arrived in Jordan while the 
number of those departing was 3.97 
million during the same period. 

In 1997. 1996 and 1995 the number 
of arrivals was 4.27 million. 4.27 mil- 
lion and 4.38 million respectively 
while the number of persons departing 
was 4. 1 1 million. 4.18 million and 
4.34 million respectively (Al Arab A1 
Yaw mi. 


BAT, Rothmans International merge 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
American Tobacco (BAT) 
and Rothmans International 
Monday unveiled plans to 
create an international tobac- 
co giant with 16 per cent of 
the global market for ciga- 
renes through a merger dom- 
inated by BAT. 

The merger of BAT, 
already the second-biggest 
manufacturer of tobacco in 
the world, and Rothmans, the 
fourth-biggest, will create a 
company worth 13 billion 
pounds (18.5 billion euros, 
$21.3 billion). 

The merged group, to be 
called and controlled by 
BAT, will account for 16 per 
cent of all cigarettes sold in 
the world, just behind the 1 7 
per cent sold by market 
leader Philip Morris. 

The deal, which comes as 
the industry faces costly legal 
battles in the most developed 
markets and reduced demand 
because of the global eco- 
nomic slowduwn, aims al 
increasing sales in develop- 
ing markets in Asia and Latin 
America. 

"We will be the clear mar- 


ket leader in the developing 
world, where most of the 
future growth is expected,” 
BAT chairman. Martin 
Broughton, said. 

The deal aims to bring the 
BAT brands Lucky Strike, 
Stale Express 555. Benson 
and Hedges. Kent, Players 
and Pall Mull under the same 
roof as the Rothmans brands, 
Dunhill. Rothmans, Peter 
Styvesand and Winfield. 

Such a move, the compa- 
nies said in a statement, 
would secure annual cost 
savings of 250 million 
pounds in three years’ time 
after a one-off payment of 
4l’M) million pounds. 

Broughton, said in a state- 
ment: "This merger repre- 
sents a major s tep forward in 
the achievement of our vision 
to become the world’s lead- 
ing international tobacco 
company.” 

Rothmans is at present a 
subsidiary of the Swis*» Com- 
pagnie Financiere 

Richemont. One third of the 
company is owned by die 
Rembrandt Group of South 
Africa. 


Johann Rupert, chief exec- 
utive of Richemont and 
chairman of Rembrandt, said: 
"The long term interests of 
the Rothmans Group are best 
served by being pan of a larg- 
er tobacco business which 
will have enhanced marker 
positions and greater scale of 
operations.” 

A BAT spokesman conced- 
ed that the deal came at a dif- 
ficult time for the internation- 
al tobacco industry'. 

"It lias both defensive char- 
acteristics and indeed more 
positive ones. If there is a 
recession around the world, 
the defensive opportunities 
for cost saving will still be 
there but when growth 
returns we’ll benefit from the 
shift to premium and interna- 
tional brands." he said. 

The companies said that 
"conditions in Asia remain 
very difficult" but added that 
the deal would produce 
greater importance "in the 
faster growing emerging 
markets." 

Late last year. BAT agreed 
to pay 5430 million to settle 
Medicaid tobacco litigation 


suits in 46 U.S. >uucs. The 
company said that this charge 
might rise to S750 million in 
total. 

The spokesman said that 
job looses would contribute 
to the merged group’s cost 
sat ings. 

"Clearly there will sadly be 
job losses around the world 
but it is too early to speculate 
on exactly where those are 
going to be.” he said. 

The new tobacco giant w ill 
be formed by an issue of 
shares by BAT. It is due to 
take effect in the second 
quarter of this year, pending 
regulators clearance. 

“Probably the most signitl- 
cani regulator is the Euro- 
pean Union.” BAT said. 
gi\ en its modest sales in 
Britain and Rothmans’ limit- 


ed sales in the United Suites. 

In 1997 BAT and Roth- 
mans made 900 billion ciga- 
rettes accounting for 16 per 
cent of the global market, 
they said. 

The board of the group will 
be laced with heavyweight 
British public figures includ- 
ing former finance minister 
Kenneth Clarke, who will be 
the deputy chairman, and 
Rupen Pennam-Rea. the for- 
mer deputy gov emor of the 
Bank of England, u non- 
executive director. 

Former Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher joined 
Roihmtuis after she was 
voted out of office as prime 
minister by the then govern- 
ing Conservative Party in 
1990. 


A.F.M TRADE Monday.1 1 - 01-99 

ACCESS 4646868 


BANKS 


British Post Office buys German 
Parcel in first big foreign acquisition 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
British Pbst Office said Mon- 
day that it has agreed to buy 
Gentian Parcel, the third 
largest private carrier in Ger- 
many, under a new regime of 
commercial freedom 

announced by the government 



FORECAST FOR JANUARY, TUESDAY 12, 1999 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Better to listen than talk 
today if you want to win the game you're playing. You’d 
rather j ust punch people in the nose than figure out a way 
to trick thefn.'bul today you’d be wise to move slowly. If 
you do] the other people may tip their hands and give you 
an advantage you hadn’t expected. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Looks like there’s some- 
thing important you and your mate want for your home, but 
you have different ideas about how it should look, where it 
should go and how much it should cost Of course it should 
cost as little as possible, and the exercise you’re going 
through now will facilitate that Talk it out thoroughly 
before you go shopping. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) You'll be wise to keep your 
mouth shut and your eyes open today. There's wheeling 
and dealing going on, and you might find yourself right in 
the middle of iL You’re a good negotiator, but somebody 
else is even more shrewd than you are. and that’s how you 
can leam. Just pay attention, and don't say much. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 > You’ll get a pretty strong 
rage today, and you probably ought to follow it. The time 
for consideration is just about over, and we're coming up 
on the time for action. You’ll know when this happens. It 11 
be like the tide is pulling you out to sea. Better have your 
boat securely underneath .you, with plenty of provisions on 
board. 

LEO: Duly 22 ro August 21 > You'll probably wish you 
could sleep in today. The foggy feeling should clear up 
later, so don’t despair. Its just that you have some decisions' 
to make, and you're rather not. If you don t make the deci- 
sions, somebody else will, and things could turn out a little 
different than w’hat you had in mind. Stay involved. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) A problem at home 
needs your attention. Maybe the decorations need to conic 
down so you can whip your place into shape, but you don t 
necessarily want to go back to the way it was. Instead, 
you’d like to something new. But what? Something that 
takes a little work, but not much money, is your best option. | 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22 ) Invest in your own , 
education. This could be expensive initially, but the results | 
should pay off soon. You know what skills you need. Its ^ 
just a question of getting them. Speed things up by asking 
a tutor to help, it easier for you to leam when you have 
somebody else to leli vou how its supposed to be done. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You're still 
powerful today, but you don’t have a moment to. Every- 
thing is transitory, even vour charisma. Get all your plans 
firmly in place so everyone thinks its a done. Work out the 
whole scheme so il can't fail, and you won t have trouble 
getting financial backing. You’re the expert at making 
things happen, and this is how you do iL 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Hurry 
2nd make the decisions you've been postponing. Tou mu. 
have decided to be’ indecisive. Thar way somebody else 
gets to make your choices for you. Thai's not such a gooa 
idea. Make your opinions known, or things coulu go in 
quite a different direction than the one you’d intended. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 10 January -0i U 11 be ea>- 
,Er to get from here to there if you take a roundabout runt, 
fra, figure out exactly whai you want io accompli- 
Don't be put off by the fact that its impossible. Some peo- 
P fe say the impossible just takes longer, but that sWf® 
m* for you. ffyou're like most Capricorns, somebody 
^’s “impossible” is your "ho hum. r 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Hold firm » 
your position and you’ll win out. The opposition } 
t«n SToumering is growing weaker. Don tjus.shrugoff 
^nticism of your work actions. Instead, put m 
tons as quickly as you can. That will turn a person wnc 
Was arguing agains t you into a firm supporter. . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Somebody you ve 
k®) thirfdng about for ages is thinking a ut > u. ^ 
someone you haven’t been speaking to. why don 
** J«st bury the hatchet? 

really matter anymore. If us 
totttogh a mutual friend Somebody nearby ha* bet 
m g for the opportunity to do just that. 

Birthstone of January* Garnet Rose ^ uar * z 


Israel demands say in any 
Potash-lsraei Corp deal 


TEL AVIV ( Reuters ) — The 
Israeli government has 
informed Canada’s Potash 
Corp of Saskatchewan 
(PCS)' that' 'it 'needs official 
approval to acquire control 
of Israel Corp, an industry 
source said on Monday. 

The government made its 
position known in a letter 
sent on Sunday to Yehuda 
Raveb, the Canadian com- 
pany’s attorney in Israel . 

Doron Cohen, the head of 
the Israeli Government Cor- 
porations Authority, said in 
the letter that acquiring con- 
trol of the Israel Corp would 
be tantamount to buying 
control of Israel Chemicals 
Ltd. in which the stale holds 
a golden share. 

Israel Corp chairman 
Erwin Eisenberg and PCS 
said on Sunday the Eisen- 
berg family was in talks to 
.sell its controlling slake in 
the Israel Corp to PCS. 

The Israel Corp controls 
52 per cent of Israel Chemi- 
cals, which under a recent 
change in Israel Chemicals’ 
charter gives it effective 
control over naming the 
entire board of Israel Chem- 
icals. 

"The letter calls attention 


to the Tact that the purchase 
of shares in Israel Corp is 
subject to the rights of the 
stale as the state has a spe- 
cial share,” said the source, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied. 

Israel Chemicals was 
founded and until recently 
controlled by the Israeli 
government It has exclu- 
sive use of the Israeli miner- 
al resources of the Dead 
Sea. •• 

Its Dead Sea Works sub- 
sidiary produces potash and 
has a joinL magnesium ven- 
ture -with Volkswagen AG. 

Aother subsidiary. Dead 
Sea Bromine, is the world's 
largest producer of bromine 
compounds. 

The Eisenberg family cm - 
rently controls 53.3 per cent 
of the capital and 56.0 per 
cent of the voting rights in 
the Israel Corp. one of the 
country’s biggest holding 
companies. 

Israel Corp’s other hold- 
ings include, in joint ven- 
tures with the government a 
26 per cent slake in Oil 
Refineries Ltd and a 50 per 
cent stake in Zim Israel 
Navigation. 


last month. 

Post Office chairman 
Neville Bain said in a state- 
ment "An acquisition of this 
kind is a key first step in our 
strategy of becoming one of 
the top global distribution 
companies.” 

John Roberts, the chief exec- 
utive. said that the deal was 
"the lira tangible outcome of 
the commercial freedoms 
announced for the post office.” 

In December, the then trade 
and industry secretary 
announced greater commer- 
cial liberty for the Post Office, 
v\ hich is state-owned and has a 
monopoly on basic mail, but 
said that full privatisation was 
"unrealistic.” 

"This major international 
acquisition shows the commit- 
ment of the government and 
ilv Post Office to move quick- 
l\ to implement the radical 
p.tckage of reforms 
announced last 2>reember.” 
sail] recently appointed Secre- 
laiy of State for Trade and 
Industry Stephen Byers. 

German Parcel, which has 
annual sales of 350 million 
euros ($400 million), also 
comes with a 23 per cent stake 
in General Parcel, an interna- 
tional company with services 
in 30 European countries, 
vastly enhancing the British 
Pi>st Office's distribution net- 
work. 

Tire Post Office would not 
rev cal the price it paid for the 
private company. 

The Post Office is one of the 
lew remaining nationalised 
businesses in Britain and 
faces, along with its counter- 
paiis in other European coun- 
tries. increasing pressure to 
adapt to the growing deregula- 
tion of the monopoly system. ■ 


Roberts told a London press 
conference said that the Ger- 
man purchase "will allow us to 
develop overseas markets to 
take up the challenges of 
postal I i totalisation." 

Roberts said that parcel busi- 
ness had been hit by the world- 
wide economic slowdown, but 
that with competition sharply 
healing between the once- 
cocooned European postal ser- 
vices. further acquistions were 
on the horizon. 

"The strategy is for the 
British Post Office to become 
one of the key players in 
Europe,” he said underlining 
that to achieve this the Post 
Office must keep extending its 
reach. 

“We have to take at least as 
many as our competition.” he 
said "We have a number of 
companies we’d like to think 
abouL At any point in time, 
we’re probably looking at five 
or six things thai might be of 
interest to us.” 

He said that the Post Office 
had previously been frustrated 
chat its hands were tied by the 
government, but that its com- 
mercial freedom was now- 
bearing fruit 

"If you don’t allow us to 
make these moves, then there 
won’t fe any moves left to 
make,” Roberts said. 

German Parcel, based in 
Neuenstein. north of Frank- 
lurt has 42500 employees, a 
fleet of 4,000 vehicles and 
handles about ICO million 
parcels a year. It has an 1 1 per 
cent growth rater the Post 
Office said 

The Post Office said its new- 
subsidiary' will keep its name 
and its German management 
No jobs are expected to be 
lost. 
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Samaranch ‘injured’ but not 
bowed, says IOC member 


SYDNEY (AP) — International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch has been 
“injured - ’ by the IOC's corruption 
crisis but will fight for a resolution, 
according to a fellow member. 

Australian IOC member Phil Coles 
said Samaranch was “mortified and 
very hurt" by the results of investiga- 
tions into Salt Lake City's bid to host 
the 2002 Winter Games. 

But he said the claims against IOC 
members were not enough reason for 
Samaranch to step down. 

“There have been rumours (of cor- 
ruption) around for some time, but 
nothing to ever lay a finger on," 
Coles told Australian Broadcasting 
Corp. radio Monday. 

“While I think he's been injured by 
this and he’s very, very disturbed, 
he'll fieht on. The IOC knew of 


rumours, but knew nothing about 
bribes.” * 

Coles said he had not heard before 
of the claim that prostitutes were 
offered to IOC delegates, as was 
reported over the weekend. 

“You’re asking me something that 
has been alleged, I’d never heard of it 
before.” Coles said. "It was certain- 
ly never inferred about that from any- 
one that I'm in contact with." 

Coles suggested that officials in 
Salt Lake City might be trying to pro- 
tect themselves by making untrue 
statements. 

“It seems strange to me that these 
leaks are coming out of Salt Lake 
City — it seems as though someone 
is trying to damage the IOC to save 
their own skin." Coles said. 

He said he did not think the 2000 
Sydney Olympics would be damaged 


by the allegations emerging from Salt 
Lake City. s 

“The only problem for Sydney is 
that the pressure is going to come on 
us to make sure that we do perform 
and that Sydney puts on a show 
which in effecL rescues and rehabili- 
tates the Olympic movement," Coles 
said. 

Salt Lake City Games organizing 
committee member Ken Bullock told 
ABC radio that Samaranch should 
resign, describing the bribery scandal 
as reprehensible. 

“He needs to set the example for 
the world to see that the IOC will 
clean its own house and follow the 
same example as (organising com- 
mittee chief) Frank Joklik did.’ - 
Bullock said. 



Germans Jutta Kleinschmidt and Yina Thorner drive through a village during the 
special leg Bobo Dioulasso (Burkina Fasso) - Mopti (Mall) in the ninth stage of the 
Grenada-Dakar rally (AFP photo) 



Misconduct claims 
could destroy Games 
support in Mormon community 


SALT LAKE CITY (AFP) — Accusations that 2002 
Olympic organisers paid for sexual favoTS for International 
Olympic Committee members could destroy this Mormon 
community's support for the Games. 

Deeda Seed, a city councilwoman, warned that, if proven 
true, the charges might well be the filial insult to a devout 
area with conservative religious values, the -heart of the 
Mormon church. 

“The people of our community would be so hoixified by 
that they may not want to have anything to do with the 
Olympics ever again,’’ Seed told The New York Times. 

That would be a stunning setback for organisers, who 
must count upon the goodwill of nearly 30,000 volunteer^ 
between now and the 2002 Winter Games, which IOC offi- 
cials vow will not be moved from here. 

“It's quite appalling. It goes against all the values of this 
community." Seed said. “What’s unfolding here is the peo- 
ple who were working to secure the Olympics for Salt Lake 
City would stop at nothing. 

“They would sell out every value this community holds 
dear. That is so unacceptable and so horrifying. We will 
have to deal with the consequences for years.” 

The bribery scandal has already forced -two top execu- 
tives of the 2002 Games organising committee to resign, 
with an IOC probe expected to force resignations from that 
body before the end of the month. 

Direct cash payments of as much as $70,000 were made 
to IOC officials, who also received scholarships for rela- 
tives. free health care and lavish gifts from organisers in 
order to beat rival bidders. ‘ 

In that atmosphere, it has become easy for Utah taxpay- 
ers who have financed the bid to believe their money went 
so IOC members could have sexual daliances. 

"This creates an enormous crisis for the. Mormon 
church,” said Stpehen Pace, the leader of a Games watch- 
dog group called Utahans for. . Responsible Public 
Spending. 

Dick Pound, a Canadian IOC member known for dealing 
with all-important television sponsors, said an IOC probe- 
has not raised the issue of sexual favours. 

“They can’t even get their own dates? If it happened, it 
will all come out,” Pound said. 

Taxpayers fear diminished corporate support for the 
Games’ 1.45-biIlion-dollar budget will result in the area 
being saddled with financial losses after its money was 
squandered on the IOC elite. . . 

“The whole notion of this being a private venture is just 
a charade." said Ken Bullock, the Salt Lake organising 
committee member who has called for the resignation of 
IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch. 

A Salt Lake Tribune newspaper report Sunday said 
organisers underreported the amount of public support 
when reporting budget figures to tax officials, which could 
widen the U.S. Justice Department probe of the scandal. 


Svdnev International 

Corretja, Coetzer, Krajicek advance 


SYDNEY (AP) — World 
No.3 Alex Corretja con- 
quered his usual early- 
season snooze Monday to 
make a winning start to 
the new year before show- 
ing improved commitment 
with a half-hour run in 
sapping heat. 

Corretja, one of several 
players in with a chance of 
reaching the No.l spot at 
next week’s Australian 
Open, beat German quali- 
fier Hendrik Dreekmann 
4-6, 6-3, 6-3 in their first 
round match at the Sydney 
International at White 
City. 

Corretja had the best 
year of his career in 1998, 
but it started with a first 
round-loss to Dreekmann 
at this tournament. 

After taking almost two 
hours to prevail in temper- 
atures pushing into the 
high 30s (90s F), Corretja 
was ordered to run around 
a nearby park by his fit- 



Alex Corretja 



Amanda Coetzer 

ness trainer Salva Sosa. 

Corretja admitted that in 
previous years he - has 
shown -as. much power off 
the grid as a Volkswagen 
Beetle. 

“This time I feel better 
and mentally I’m more 
confident." Corretja said. 
“This time I going to try 
and put the turbo on earli- 


er. 

Corretja has never been 
past the third round in 
three attempts at the 
-Australian - Open, but a 
victory this time could get 
him into the top spot with 
Pete Sampras missing 
through injury. 

He says he has prepared 
better for the start of the 
season, but it was impor- 


tant to get- into the right 
rhythm. 

“That’s why I went run- 
ning after the match."- 
Corretja said. 

“I have to try to practice 
hard, try to be honest. 
Sometimes you think you 
are No.3 in the world and 
you don’t have to fight 
anymore." 

Dreekmann looked 


capable of another upset 
when he claimed the 
opening set but from there 
.Corretja knuckled- down 
and found his range. 

He got a break in the 
fourth game of the second 
set and broke to love in 
the fifth game of the 
decider. Dreekmann fold- 
ed to love again in the 
ninth when he handed 


Corretja the match with a 
weak backhand low into 
the net. 

After his poor start to 
1998, Corretja won five 
titles and reached the 
French Open final where 
he lost to compatriot 
Carlos Moya. He also won 
the biggest of his 12_ 
career titles when he" 
claimed the end of season 
ATP World Championship 
in Hannover, avenging his 
French Open loss to 
Moya. 

Corretja joins Marcelo 
Rios and Pat Rafter with a" 
realistic chance of reach-, 
ing the summit this 
month. Moya and Andre 
Agassi are also in the- 
frame. 

“I don’t think about it," 
‘Corretja said, of the top 
spot "I just try to play my 
‘best"— it would be unbe- 
lievable for me to reach 
the No.l but I’ll have, to 
go step by step and day by 
day." 

Corretja will meet Marc 
Rosset in ■ the ” second 
round after the Swiss 
player cruised to a 6-4, 6- 
0 win oyer Czech Bohdan 
Ulihrach. 

Jan-Michael Gambili, of 
Spokane, Washington, 
swept ’ past Australian 
Sandon Stolle in the third 
set to win their clash 7-6 
(9-7). 2-6, 6-1, setting up 
a .second round match" 
against Albert. Costa of. 
Spain. Costa beat Paul 
Haarhuis of the 
Netherlands 6-2, 6-4. 

Former Wimbledon 
-champion Richard 

Krajicek got an easy pas- 
sage through to round two. 
The sixth-seeded 

Dutchman led Jerome 
Golmard 6-4, 4-0 when 
the Frenchman withdrew 
suffering an ankle injury; 

Dominique Van Roost, 
the women's eighth seed, 
had an even easier rime of 
her match against Irina 
Spirlea, leading 6-1 when 
the Romanian withdrew 
because of illness. 

Amanda Coetzer, of 
South Africa. over- 
whelmed Croatian young- 
ster Miijana Lucic 6-4, 3- 
6, 6-0 while No.7 seed 
Patty Schnvder of 
Switzerland beat Sandrine- 
Testud of France 6-3, 3-6, 
6 - 2 . 

The tournament features 
eigljt of the top 16 men 
and 17 of the leading 20 
women. 

Among those in action 
on center court Tuesday 
are U.S. Open champion 
Pat Rafter, Anna 
Kouraikova and Steffi 
Graf. 
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BBUING (AFP.) — ■ 
has in traduced mass 
testing for sports drug-j 
ures at its National Wini 
Games in the northern city 
of Changchun. 

Officials said almost a 
third of the 646 athletes at 
the Games, which -started - 
Sunday, are to undergo the 
tests which have - been 
rejected by the Olyngjics 
and most other major imfr. 
national sports events .jb 
too costly. There is alsp-ai 
ethical debate over && 
use. : 

“We will adopt a new 
method of the blood , tea 
against doping offences in 
the short track speed skat- 
ing, cross-count ry --and 
biathlon at the games^Zfr 
Chengyi, deputy gehenl 
secretary of die games 
organising committee. ttikl 
a press conference "bn 
Monday. 

“More than 200 athletes 
will go through the-hfood 
tests during the games.’ 1 
Zhu said 

“And 151 samples -have 
been - tested prior .ttf/fte 
games, which features 
total of -646 aihletesj-v&h 
no positive results found" 

China's sports anthpnpes 
have sought to reassarelhe 
world that they\«#we 
clamped down on dragg- 
ing since a series ofei^Ktf- 
rassing doping 
recent years. 

Seven top s 
were among 1 1 
fail drug tests at the: 
Asian Games 
Hiroshima. Last yeaiiTo* 
Chinese swimmer 
caught trying to ifiggri 
human growth honnbiijs 
into Australia for theJvKJid 
championships. amt'fiwr 
others*. were disqualified 
during’ the event 

The Chinese Glymgk 
Committee (COQ.^w® 1 
has launched a bid fatfte 
2008 Olympics, insists^ 
country now has one 
toughest anti-drug 
in the world. And 
been taken up as a themed 
the winter games. :• Jr : 

‘ “We have, come 
tournament agreemed^?^ 1 
every delegation for ays 
control of medicines- ■m 
foods, and- received 
promises from athlete^jP 1 
to use any pei 
enhancing drugs, incg 
some controversial 
bitions such as 
Zhu said. . •- 

The 

Olympic 

shied away from 
tests because of fea^f 
legal action. . . 

-Traditional . tests. 
been based <m.atine--&P 
pies. Some expers JVP* 

said the pin-prick 

for a blood test couSj fc 

used a gains t die ^0^ 

authorities formal 
action. 
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ie fvu 3 ^ Rainer Schuttler of Germany holds the golden trophy 
, t ’ ^ after winning the Qatar Tennis Open final against Tim 
lvh,l -ii He Henman of England in Doha- Schuttler won, 6-4, 5-7, 6 - 

tfe 1,1 under®)... 1 |AFP photo) 
huv t \ 


Qatar Open 

s P»»n- 

Schuttler upsets 
^ Henman’s title bid 

blind 

DOHA (AFP) — German qualifier Rainer Schuttler 
L ‘ notched up the first ATP title of his career here Sunday 
"'VL-ouniA . flfoen he defeared top-seed Tim Henman 6-4. 5-7. 6-1 to 
(began*;? the ATP’s $J million Doha Open. 

. depun 24 Schuttler, ranked a modest 1 1 1 th in the rankings, com- 

• of the week with a 6-4, 5-7, 6-1 victory. 

n , . _ * “1 can't believe it,” said the 22-vear-oId German after his 

n s ^ n 

' '''■’rttrcTtf “When I came here I just hoped I would qualify for the 
main draw. I got through my opening matches and then just 
than V«i at kepC on winning," Schuttler said. 

thMiah ik it Brfwe his triumph against Henman, Schuttler had beaten 
■inn* "the ^ oraine ’ 15 Andrei Medvedev, Czech Republic's Daniel 
. = - Vacek, fourth-seeded Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia and 

"• _ Ranee’s former Wimbledon finalist Cedric Pioline. 

1*1 «mpl*t Henman, who started slowly by dropping his opening 
.“Sled price ra . service game and who lost the first set, appeared to be back 
which fang in control when he snatched a hard-fought second set. 

• ^ arh j e[fl . But in the third there was nothing he could do against an 

) opponent who was spraying winners from all angfes. 
wz iwWEsWBi Tbe 24-year-o!d Henman, who had been hoping to win 

• < «pun.‘ aite his fifth career title, paid a warm tribute to Schuttler. 
'uchrionfim "He's had a great week here, and' played really well. 

thai te t Obviously this is a disappointment for me but it has been 
J WnondntK P ** 1 P re Para ti °n before Australia,” Henman said. 

Henman was runner-up to Jim Courier here twelve 

:s J KtltiulX Ijojihj Jgg. 

doping scartuL- 

J2 If* ■ . . i 


French League Cup 


,n “ L ^ ; jlyori ■ o' 

, e 

u>inc iv 0 i ^rasbourg 
s growth ' 

* . ■ ,Lj(T I *n Anil nrin t 


Montpellier 

Beauvais 

Troyes 

Marseille 


•j-ir.ito iof^ K j_’(kti$ win 6-5 on penalties) 


*•: i;-; ‘ fltal 

. « err _ • 

: site event j Cagliari 4 

Chine* l ^: Ejnpoii. 1 

v lC 0Ci* " inter Milan 6 

" 'Awentiis I 

urwn ** Pfenigia" ‘ 1 

01 ;. nrp/*>- ; ' PUcenza ' 3 ‘ 

p. ;u ,tt ni ' j 5atnpdoria 1 

anii^^' I 'Vfeeiiza.. 1 . 

:,„ r[J Artil*-' ! Lazio ' 2 

iis’p 1 * . NFL P |a ’ 

h .• e co]i , -‘ V " " 

• Tunencan Conference 

•»ni- nl J -' .j,.- {■'• New York Jets 34 

f *z , s P ai 

’to"' . ! Majorca 2 

(iValfadolid 2 

" Vini'>^ 'J^Iareal ‘ 1 

,} ‘ ,n - . ^ T { •••!?■ I^Comna • 1 

' - 

: i«. 4 ^ ' j Real Sociedad 4 

- l 0 


Italian League 

4 AS Roma 3 

- • 1 AC Milan I- 

a 6 Venezia 2 

I Bari J 

1 Udinese 3 

' 3 ‘ Panua 6 

l 1 Bologna 1 

1 _ Salemitana 0 

2 Fiorentina 0 

NFL playoff quarterfinal 


Jacksonville 


Spanish League 

2 Real Madrid 1 

2 Real Beds 1 

1 Real Zaragoza J 

1 Racing Santander 2 

^ ' Valencia 2 

4 Salamanca 0 

1 Espanyol 1 

0 Celta Vigo 2 

5 ■ Extremadura 0 


" . r ^--Madrid ' — 5 ■ Extremadura 

J ' English Premiership 


Mfl* . 

1,1 


Man. United 


West Ham 


: ; - ^ Chess buff, 10, makes history 

tlU‘ ^ 1 + 

&*** ' $ ' LONDON (AFP) — A 1 0-year-old chess player was celebrating 
; ^ 3 P-' ■raooid Monday as the youngest player in the game’s history' to 

oriiif* r ‘ V for a national championship final. . , 

J Murugan Thimchelva, whose parents are from bn Lam^ 
for *e British championship aged 10 years and o e 
^ >500111. breaking the previous best by over a year, according to 

® ^ss historians. . i.j^ 

%e previous boys who qualified aged IJ have included 

nbsb wodd title challenger Nigel Short- . . 

year Thinichelva was the youngest player £ ^ ™ * 
SHnd master and to perform in competition ar 


master. 


h 0$ .. Hh “other Shama said she often had ro force _him roP^ CQSe 
M fcnhe loved tournaments and the atmosphere of compefluom 
f ^ taught him about chess when he was tto-Tbe ^y 
12 ^IshoyJhim the board he came back from the nursery and 

Ji^^nSunas playing with his JjW-jJ 
elecimnic game, she went on. ”He really JS 3 n _ 

s^PPorts Manchester United and likes computer games ne 

F ^- 2 ^ 30 good at chess.” — — 


Redskins sold for NFL 
record $700 million 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — American football's 
Washington Redskins, considered one of the most prof- 
itable sports teams in North America, have been sold for 
more than S700 million. 

The deal, which also includes two-year-old Jack Kent 
Cooke Stadium, is expected to be completed and 
announced here Monday, although television and newspa- 
per reports here said terms were agreed upon Sunday. 

Only Rupert Murdoch's $1 billion purchase of the 
Manchester United football club is larger among global 
team sports purchases. 

The winners in a bidding war with half a dozen rivals 
were Edward and Howard Milstein, brothers in a banking 
family who own the National Hockey League's New Yurie 
Islanders, and suburban businessman’ Dan Snyder. 

Howard Milstein failed in a bid last year i o’ purchase the 
National Football League's expansion Cleveland Browns, 
who went for S530 million. 

The Redskins trail only the Dallas Cowboys in NFI prof- 
itability, according to financial studies, because they have 
attracted sellout crowds for decades and have a new’ stadi- 
um to increase revenue streams. 

Thousands more are on a waiting list for season tickets to 
the Redskins, whose loyal fans have shrugged off bad sea- 
sons and reveled in two Super Bow] titles" to increase the 
fortune of former owner Cooke. 

Cooke passed away 21 months ago alter serving xs 
majority owner for a quarter-century. Trust terms in his will 
made it difficult for his son John to keep the team in the 
family, though he did try. 

The deal must still be approved by 75 per cent of the 
NFL's 30 other owners, a formality likely to be completed 
later this month in Miami when owners gather for the 
Super Bowl. 

The sale to the Milstein group puts into doubt the future 
of Redskins coach Norv Turner and general manager 
Charley Casserly after a season in which the team started 
0-7. The younger Cooke was set to keep both jj he got the 
club. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Sad start for Grobbelaar 

JOHANNESBURG (APT*) — Former Liverpool star Bruce 
Grobbelaar made a lasing debut as coach of South African 
Premier Soccer League club Seven Stare at the weekend. 
Mid-table Stars from Cape Town fell 2-0 to second-placed 
Kaizer Chiefs at Johannesburg Stadium in a match domi- 
nated by the home team, who lie five points behind leaders 
Manning Rangers. The 41-year-old South African-born 
Grobbelaar has signed a five-month contract and succeeds 
British coach Jeff Butler in charge of Stars, who won pro- 
motion to the national championship last season. 


Brazilian coach signs $600,000 deal 

BEIJING (AFP) — Former Brazil coach Sebastiao 
Lazaroni has signed a one-year contract to take charge of 
Chinese powerhouses Shanghai Shenhua, sources said on 
Monday. “We can confirm that Mr. Lazaroni signed a one- 
year contract for $600,000 just after 2 p.m. (06:00 GMT) 
today in Shanghai.” a Shenhua team spokeswoman told. 
AH* by phone. Although the team spokeswoman declined 
to give the specifics of the contract, earlier reports in the 
Shanghai media had indicated Lazaroni would demand as 
much as 1 million dollars a season. Lazaroni, 49, who 
coached Brazil at the 1990 World Cup finals, spent the last 
decade coaching teams in Italy, Mexico and Turkey. The 
previous two coaches of the Shanghai team — ranked num- 
ber two in the league behind northeastern champs Dalian — 
had reported salaries of $100,000 and $300,000 a year. 
Lazaroni’s arrival in Shanghai in late December last year 
was haled by local fans as he brought in two new 
Portuguese players and introduced new training methods, 
the Wenhui News reported. Lazaroni had just completed a 
single season contract with Brazil's Gremio club prior to 
moving to Shanghai, the report said. 

Ancelotti Juventus’ new coach 

TURIN (AFP.) — Carlo Ancelotti is set to replace Marcello 
Lippi as the coach -of Italian champions Juventus next sea- 
son, the club’s honorary president Umberto Agnelli 
announced on Sunday. Agnelli, whose family own the club, 
ended months of speculation when he told reporters: 
“Ancelotti? 1 think he will be our new coach." Lippi is wide- 
ly expected to move to Serie A rivals Inter Milan after the 
current season. ' 

Round-the-world balloon 
attempt postponed 

ALICE SPRINGS (AFP) — Brewing thunderstorms south 
of here forced a last minute postponement Monday of a joint 
Australian-U.S. attempt to circle the world in a balloon, 
organizers said. ‘The launch for today hxs been aborted due 
to 'instability of wind,” said mission director Dan Pedersen, 
about two hours before the scheduled lift off. “A thunder- 
storm observed near Ayers Rock has moved to the southeast 
and the winds are too unstable to predict in the Alice area," 
he said. Strong winds and rains have dogged preparations 
since the scheduled launch of the Team ReMax balloon on 
December 27. A low pressure system is expected over Alice 
Springs later Monday bringing showers and storms which 
threw any further attempt into doubt, although organizers 
say a Tuesday launch remains a possibility. 

Schlesser, Sainct increase Dakar 
Rally overall leads 

MOPTL Mali (AFP) — Leader in the car section Jean- 
Louis Schlesser and motorcycle pacesetter Richard Sainct 
both increased their leads in Sunday’s 725km ninth stage of 
the Paris- Dakar rally. France's Schlesser. and co-driver 
Philippe Monet, finished the stretch from Bobo Dioulasso, 
Burkina Faso to Mopti in Mali with a time of 3hr 43min 
Ssec, more than seven minutes ahead of second-placed 
Kenjiro Shinozuka of Japan and Henri Magne of France. 
Schlesser and Monnet now lead Spain's Miguel Prieio and 
Dominique Serieys of France in the overall standings by 
nine minutes 25 seconds after the day’s 295km of special 
stages. Meanwhile France’s Sainct leads compatriot Thierry 
Magna! di by six minutes 43 seconds overall in the motor- 
cycUng section after finishing founh in the stage behind 
South Africa’s winner Alfie Cox. 


Jordan’s fate should 
be decided this week 


CHICAGO (AFP> — 
Michael Jordan’s future 
plans, retirement or u return 
to die National Basketball 
Association, should be 
known within Jays so that 
the Chicago Bulls, and the 
league, can plan for the new 
season. 

The three-time reigning 
NBA champions are anx- 
ious for Jordan to make his 
plans known early this 
week because contract talks 
with free agents are already 
under way and tile freedom 
to sign deals is one week 
away. 

The Chicago Tribune has 
reported Jordan is smoking 
10 to 15 cigars a day and is 
not motivated to continue 
the weight-training that got 
him into shape after his 
retirement ended in 1995. 

But Jordan i> known to 
love a challenge. 

Winning a short ened-sea- 
son title and helping the 
league recover from a labor 
fight in the eyes of fans are 
tasks that might be too 
much even for Jordan. 

"He’s the only one. in the 
short term, who can 
improve the league's 

image.” said Richard 

Lapchick. director of 
Northeastern University's 
Center for the Study of 
Sport in Society. 

Without five-time Most 
Valuable Player and 10- 
time scoring champion 

Jordan, the NBA’s task of 
regaining the love of 

American sports fans 
becomes much more diffi- 
cult. 

’’Without Michael Jordan, 
the NBA hxs a serious prob- 
lem.” said agent Leigh 
Steinberg. 

"It’s difficult to imagine 
one player having more 
impact over a league. Some 
polls show him as the most 
widely recognizable person 
in the world. He has so 
much dominance. It’s not 
like someone is a close sec- 
ond. 

“As hard as the NBA has 
tried, they haven't been 
able to bring along a new 
generation of Michael 
Jordans. There’s no heir 
apparent, and at the end of 
the day. people respond to 
stars.” 

The NBA should fear 
Jordan's retirement as much 
as rival cluhs might fear his 
return, said University of 
Chicago economist Allen 
Sanderson. 

“Michael can heal 
wounds." said Sanderson, a 
Bulls’ season-ticket holder. 
■‘Jordan would he a bridge 
to next season and give (the 
NBA) another six* months 
to make amends with fans.” 
But Lakers executive vice 
president Jerry West said 
it’s a mistake to look upon 
Jordan as a savior. 

“It's a terrible burden to 
try and put the entire league 
on one player’s shoulders.” 



Michael Jordan 

West said. ’The league does 
not revolve around Michael 
Jordan. I admire Michael 
more than anyone. Bui to 
say this league is going to 
sink without Michael 
Jordan is just not the case. 

“Obviously having him 
here would be great 
because he always seems to 
find a way to make negative 
things go away.” 

Jordan has sold shoes, fra- 
grances. underwear, fast 
food and movies. Now he 
would have to be the NBA's 
major pitchman, the name 
the NBA hopes to lure back 
fans with. 

Telecasters are planning 
two schedules of games, 
depending on whether or 
not Jordan returns. 
Television executives plan 
to call Jordan to seek direc- 
tion. 

“The NBA has a vested 
interest in having him 
return because he protects 
their TV ratings, which ulti- 
mately affect their advertis- 
es rates." said Los Angeles 


sports marketer David 
Carter. 

Others want the chance to 
finally beat a man who has 
been nearly invincible in 
the 1990s. ' 

"(Jordan) says all roads to 
a title go through Chicago, 
and I can't wail to drive a 
tractor through the place," 
New- York K nicks president 
Dave Checketts said. “So 
Michael please come back. 
We want to beat you.” 

Magic Johnson, forced 
into retirement by the HJV 
\ irus. made abortive come- 
back bids and warns. 
"Don’t do it. Michael. 
You’re healthy. 'You still 
have a couple of good years 
left in you. 1 had no idea 
how hard it would be to live 
without basketball my first 
year out." 

Jordan, who turns 36 next 
month, will have the free- 
dom to decide that he wants 
someone to coach other 
than Tim Floyd, the choice 
of top Bui is executives 
Jerry Reinsdorf and Jerry 


Krause. 

“We want ro talk to 
Michael first and find out 
how- he feels." Floyd said. 
“I’m anxious to hear what 
Michael is going to do just 
like everybody else. 

“If he would feel more 
comfortable playing for 
somebody who is a logical 
choice fur Jerry' Reinsdorf 
or Jerry Krause. I would 
gladly step aside. Hopefully 
we will be able ro sit down 
and talk about it.” 

Floyd has only three 
weeks to prepare for a 50- 
game sexson. The Bulls 
team he spent countless 
hours watching on video- 
tapes during the labour 
fight might he totally differ- 
ent than the one which 
takes the court. 

Only Toni Kukoc. Ron 
Harper, Randy Brown and 
Keith Booth are signed for 
i he season. Jordan. Scott ie 
Pippen and Dennis Rodman 
are free agents. So is ston- 
ing center Luc Long ley 
from Australia. 


Vikings crush Cardinals to advance 


MINNEAPOLIS (AFP) — Racial! 
Cunningham ihvw ihrcv icuchdown 
passes and Minnesota heal Arizona 
41-21 hse Sunday, moving the 
Vikings ixte victory fiuni their fin 
Super B..iwl berth since iy77. 

Cunningham completed 17 27 

passes ter IVj yank while Robot 

Smith rushed llr 124 wills and a 
muchduivn lor Mms«u. the high- 
ttJ^vrirjg itsjm in American (bothuD 
histety. 

This will te Minnesota's first NFL 
semi-final teflh since 1987. 

Tte Vikings, this seasons win- 
nhtgefl American fouball team a 15- 
1, host Atlanta next Sunday in the 
Nanorul Cortfererce title game, the 
tint NFL semi-final ever played in a 
Amted stadium. 

•This will probably te the best 
ieam vre haw played aD year and we 
have not played our test gure yet" 
Minnesota coach Eton » Gnxn said. 
‘They have a gnsa tunning game. 


That's going to te tte big duilcngc." 

Because both Atlanta and 
Minnesota have dome homes, the 
Super Bowl is assured of having its 
first partiripare him a domed stadi- 
um. 

The Atlanta- Mini k>ota winner will 
litre dtter the NcvvYifk Jets or reign- 
ing champion Denver in the Super 
Bow l a Miami on January 31. Tte 
VikirKs arc 04 in Super Bowls kn- 
ife in' 1970. 1974. 1975 and 1977. 

"W? telkrre ir\ our destiny lo win 
this dme.” Mmncscu receiver Gis 
Carter said. 

Minnesota finished 15-1 in tte reg- 
itiff season, something tiw oily 
twice before, each time by (he even- 
tual NFL champion. Aihnn finished 
1+2 and ousted San Roncisco 20- 18 
enSamduy. 

Asbd if te had any seoas about 
how Atlanta might conquer tte 
Vikings, .Arizona’s Aeneas Williams 
compared the matchup ro Mike 


Tvnki'> heuiyuvigto shuukuns 
with Eiander Holyfieki 
“It's like wten htikeTys.ni was at 
hi> peak." Williams sail “He inb- 
mindiied e\ isy ore telorc they p.t in 
tte ring. You have to take your sfoxs 
and keep on swinging. Thai's wten 
Evunder Hriy&U dhi" 

Arizimu pulkd within 3+2! with 
11:45 remaining cn Marin B;les' 
third one-yard touchdown run of the 
game: but tte Cardinals ctuld not 
score again and failed in a bid to be the 
first siMh seed (u reach the NFL semi- 
finis. 

Minnesota's Antonio Banks recov- 
ered a Jake Plummer fumble to set up 
Raahll Cumingharn’s two-yard 
toutiriowTi pus jo rookie sensation 
Randy Moss, ravins the Vikings u3+ 
14 leal 

Moss has caugte at. least one touch- 


down pass in his past eight games. 

"Our guys were real sharp. We 
rook guod advantage of tte rime off." 
Green said “We're always «snislied 
when we win but we know we have 
a lot more to do." 

Robert Smith's one-yard touch- 
down run pul Minnesota ahead 7 JO 
irau the game, with tte Vikings own- 
ing tte ball all but three plays of the 
fire quarter 

Cunningham threw second quarter 
WucWown passes to Andrew Glover 
and Leroy Hoard and Anderson 
added a 5+y ad frdJ aul ro give the 
Vikings a 2+7 half-time lead. 

Arizona's first points came on a 
Rues mn. which came after a 
VBdngs pettilty on fourth down gave 
the Cardinals another set of downs to 
trv and reach theend zone troma yard 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 1984 model (200). 

Manual Transmission. 

Excellent condition. 

Price S3.300., Contact: Capt. Asif Zahoor. 

Tel.: 5679179 


FOR RENT 

1 . Fully furnished ground floor apartment. Consisting of 2 
bedrooms, office room, sitting room, and dining room, 
kitchen and bathroom, with lovely planted garden, 

2. Furnished roof apartment consisting of one bedroom, 
office and dining room, sitting room and kitchen and bath- 
room with lovely tenace. Both equipped with private tele- 
phone, central healing water and electricity. Location: 
Amman - Shmelsani - behind Marriott Hotel. 

Tel.: 5663507. Please call between 4:00-9:00 p.m. 
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New government wins 
Turkish president’s 
approval, crisis ending 


ANKARA < APt — 
President Suleyman 

Demirel gave his approval 
Monday to a new adminis- 
tration led by pro-secular 
leader Bulent Ecevit. poten- 
tially ending Turkey’s six- 
week-old government crisis. 

Ecevit’s main challenge as 
premier-designate had been 
putting together a govern- 
ment that excluded the 
Islamic-oriented Virtue 
Party, the largest single bloc 
in the 550-member parlia- 
ment. 

Turkey's previous coali- 
tion government, also pro- 
secular. collapsed in a cor- 
ruption scandal in 
November. 

Ecevit's proposed cabinet 
is formed only of members 
of his small Democratic Left 
Party and three indepen- 
dents. 

However, the minority 
government has pledges of 
support from the centre- 
right True Path and 
Motherland parties, mean- 
ing it can easily pass a par- 
liamentary vote of confi- 
dence set for Sunday. 

One concession Ecevit 
was forced to make was to 
remove the popular educa- 
tion minister, whose pro- 
secular education reforms 
angered Islamic-oriented 
voters. The concession was 
demanded by True Path 


leader Tansu Ciller, who is 
apparently targeting reli- 
gious votes. 

The education minister. 
Hikmet Ulugbay, insread 
was named deputy premier. 

Ecevit, 73, is expected to 
govern until April 18 parlia- 
mentary elections. 

He is a staunch supporter 
of the secular principles of 
Turkey, an- overwhelmingly 
Islamic country with a strict- 
ly secular constitution. 

The military, which has 
staged three coups in the last 
four decades, pressured an 
Islamic-led government out 
of power two years ago. 

The generals remain vigi- 
lant against the rise of 
Islamic movement, warning 
against any move toward 
political power in three 
statements last week. 

With Demirel’ s approval, 
Ecevit returns to power 20 
years after he last held the 
premier post. 

Ecevit oversaw Turkey’s 
invasion into Cyprus in 
1974 as prime minister. 

He supports a hard-line 
foreign policy in relations 
with the European Union 
and with regard to the 
Mediterranean island of 
Cyprus, which is divided 
between two heavily armed 
Greek- and Turkish-allied 
blocs. 

Ecevit was instrumental in 


gening Turkey to suspend 
relations with EU last year 
after the 15-nation group 
refused to include it on a list 
of candidates eligible to 
join. 

He also advocates review- 
ing a customs union agree- 
ment with the EU, claiming 
it works to Turkey's disad- 
vantage. 

Ecevit renamed Ismail 
Cem as foreign minister. No 
changes were expected in 
Turkey’s foreign policy. 

The new government will 
be busy with Turkey’s press- 
ing economic troubles, 
including high unemploy- 
ment and inflation. 

Negotiations with the 
International Monetary 
Fund were expected to start 
soon. 

Ecevit's government is the 
sixth since the last elections 
held in 1995. 

Ecevit tried for three 
weeks to form a government 
when he was first designated 
in early December, but 
failed to rally enough sup- 
port in parliament 

He was reappointed after 
an independent lawmaker 
also proved unsuccessful. 

Divisions between centre 
right and social democrat 
parties leave pro-secular 
parties weak and fragmented 
in parliament to the advan- 
tage of the Islamic party. 


Ten Palestinians arrested 
in connection with shooting 

Israeli army lifts Hebron blockade 


HEBRON (AFP) —Ten 
Palestinians -have been arrest- 
ed in connection with last 
week's shooting attack here 
that wounded two Jewish set- 
tler women. Palestinian secu- 
rity officials said Monday. 

Palestinian police arrested 
eight men in raids in the cen- 
tre of Hebron over the past 
two day's while Israeli troops 
apprehended another two in 
areas of the city which fall 
under their control, the offi-. 
dais said. 

Most of the detainees are 
believed to be members of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) and Islamic Jihad, 
they said. 

As the arrests were made 


public, some 150 members of 
the.Jsraeli right-wing Women 
In Green movement marched 
amid heavy security from the 
nearby Jewish, settlement of 
Kiiyat Arba to the centre of 
the old rity of Hebron, wit- 
nesses said. 

' The women, protesting 
what they called a lack of suf- 
fident protection for die 400 
Jewish settlers living in 
Hebron's centre, carried 
Israeli flags and waved ban- 
ners reading “Jewish blood is 
not cheap.” 

Witnesses said one group of 
women carried a cartoon of a 
skeleton modelled . on 
■Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat 


There were no reports of 
any. violence during the 
march, which came after the 
Israeli army lifted a blockade 
and partial curfew imposed on 
this divided rity a week ago 
following the shooting of die 
settler women. 

The ' blockade prevented 

140.000 Palestinians from 
entering or leaving Hebron, 
while the curfew affected 

20.000 people living' in the 
Israeli -controDed part of the 
city. 

The measures were imposed 
after gunmen shot and 
wounded two settler women, 
sparking fierce clashes 
between Palestinians and 
Israeli troops. 
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FRENCH TEAM REACHES SOUTH POLE: Recent photo in Antarctica of five members of an elite French 
army ski tpam who reached the South Pole Jan. 9 after skiing for 1350 kms from Gould Bay (AFP photo) 

Japan presents proposal for Israeli 
withdrawal from south Lebanon 

Syria willing to talk to Israel — Japanese FM 


TEL AVIV (API — . 
Japanese Foreign Minister 
Masahiko Komura on 
Monday presented a four- 
. point plan for an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from 
Lebanon and his Israeli 
counterpart, Ariel Sharon, 
hailed the ideas as “impres- 
sive.” 

Komura also showed the 
proposal to senior govern- 
ment officials in Syria and 
Lebanon who. according to 
Komura’s aide. Masala 
Okada, were willing to con- 
sider it, but had reserva- 
tions. 

•..The plan appears to be the 
most ambitious effort yet by 
Japan to become more 
actively involved ' in 
Mideast peacemaking. 
.Japan’s role until now has 
been largely confined to 
giving aid to various pro- 
jects linked to the peace 
process. 

Under the plan. Israel 
would agree to withdraw its 
troops unilaterally from 
southern Lebanon, but the 
two sides would “discuss 
the concrete steps” of the 
pullback. 

Israel has said it was ready 
to pull out of Lebanon, pro- 
vided the Lebanese govern- 
ment agreed to negotiate 


security arrangements to 
protect northern Israel from 
future guerrilla attacks. 
Lebanon has refused to hold 
talks, saying Israel was 
required under U in- 

security Council Resolution 
425 to pull out uncondition- 
ally. 

Okada said Lebanese and 
Syrian officials had reserva- 
tions about negotiating the 
pullback with Israel. Before 
arriving in Israel, Komura 
met with Lebanese Prime 
Minister Salim Hoss and 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad. 

The Japanese initiative 
also calls for a resumption 
of Lsraeli-Syrian peace talks 
once the pullout is complet- 
ed and offers Japanese 
mediation to all the parties 
involved. 

Okada, ibe ministry 
spokesman, said that “they 
[Lebanon and Syria] still 
have some reservations 
there. Generally speaking, 
they support our initiative 

Okada emphasised that 
Syrian support was critical 
to any agreemenL Syria is 
the main power broker in 
Lebanon. 

After meeting with 
Komura, Sharon responded 
positively. 


“I was very impressed by. 
the Japanese proposal 
regarding a solution for 
Lebanon.” Sharon said, 
adding that he would wel- 
come Japanese mediation. 

Sharon supports a staged 
unilateral withdrawal from 
Lebanon, but Israel’s securi- 
ty cabinet recently rejected 
that proposal. 

The foreign ministers also 
discussed Iran’s develop- 
ment and purchases of long- 
range missiles. 

The Iranians have assured 
Japan in meetings of top 
officials that they “won’t 
disturb the progress of the 
Middle East peace process 
and doesn't support terror- 
ism," Okada said ' 

Komura, meanwhile, said 
Syria has not lost interest in 
peace negotiations with 
Israel which broke off in 
1996. ' 

“I am afraid I can't say 
that the situation is opti- 
mistic,” Komura said, 
speaking through a transla- 
tor. 

- “However. I urged the 
Syrians strongly to renew 
these negotiations, and 
President Assad showed a 
certain amount of under- 
standing for this." the min- 
ister said ahead of a meeting 


with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

In Damascus on Saturday, 
Okada said the negotiations 
were deadlocked because of 
the poliries of Israel’s cur- 
rent government. 

Reports have said that at 
the time talks were suspend- 
ed, Netanyahu’s dovish pre- 
decessors agreed in princi- 
ple to return all of the Golan 
Heights, which Israel cap- 
tured from Syriain the 1967 
Mideast war, in exchange 
for appropriate security 
arrangements. ■ 

The- Syrians have 
demanded that the 
Netanyahu government 
recognise the understand- 
ings that were reached with 
the previous Israeli govern- 
ment, but Netanyahu has 
refused. Netanyahu opposes 
far-reaching territorial con- 
cessions to Syria. 

Israel is Komura's last 
stop on a week-long Middle 
East tour that included 
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan, and the Palestinian 
areas. He also met with 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai and 
opposition Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak, who is 
running against Netanyahu 
in the May 17 elections. 


Yemeni mediators 
ready to pay ransom 
to free Briton 


Albright advises against clemency for Pollard 


SANAA I AFP) — Mediators 
negotiating the release of a 
kidnapped British oil worker . 
are prepared to pay a ransom, 
tribal leaders said Monday as 
news emerged that two 
Americans had narrowly 
escaped abductiem in Yemen. 

“The mediators are deter- 
mined to get him freed even 
if they have to pay," one of 
the tribal chiefs involved in 
the negotiations told AFP. 

A spokesperson for the 
British embassy in Sanaa 
would say only thai negotia- 
tions were continuing and- 
“very close contact” was 
being maintained with the 
authorities. . . 

John Brooke, who works 
for U.S. oil firm Halliburton, 
was captured Saturday by 
armed men from the A) 
Juayd tribe in eastern Yemen 
where his company is 
engaged in exploration work. 

Brooke, from Norwich in 
eastern England but who has 
been working in Yemen for 
12 years, was captured in die 
mountains near Marib. ISO 
kilometres northeast of the 
capital Sanaa. 

Police say the tribesmen 
have demanded the release 
from jail of one of their men 
who is facing a murder and 
theft charge. 

A Yemeni newspaper said 
Kadi Ben Aujain is accused, 
among 3 list of 17 crimes, of 
Jdllins a sheikh of the Bani 
Al Hareth- a rival tribe. 

The mediation team of 
three Al Juayd chiefs and two 


other -respected figures from 
the Marib region, began 
work on- Sunday night and 
had made unspecified propo- 
sitions. The kidnappers had 
so far not replied, tribal lead- 
ers said. 

Official sources in Sanaa 
said security services had 
deployed in the area in an 
effort to put pressure on the 
kidnappers, but that they 
would not use force. 

In London, the Foreign 
Office said Sunday that 
Brooke was in good shape 
despite his ordeal. The 
British embassy in Sanaa on 
Monday added: “We haven't 
heard anything to suggest 
things have changed.” * " 1 

Ambassador Victor 
Henderson spoke with 
Yemen’s Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Al liyani on 
Sunday, but the embassy 
refused comment on the sub- 
stance of their talks. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
embassy was also trying to 
arrange a meeting with 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

Brooke’s abduction came 
less than two weeks after 16 
western tourists were kid- 
napped by Islamic militants 
in southern Yemen. 

A rescue attempt by securi- 
ty forces turned into a blood- 
bath which left four of the 
hostages, three Britons and 
an Australian, dead. 

There was no indication 
that Islamic militants were 
involved in the latest kidnap- 
ping. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has 
advised President Bill 
Clinton to deny clemency to 
Jonathan Pollard, a former 
U.S. Navy analyst in prison 
for life for providing secret 
documents to Israel, a 
senior U.S. official -said 
Monday. 

Albright, in a confidential 
recommendation, told 
Clinton there warno foreign 
policy reason to release 
Pollard, who was convicted 
of espionage, and no basis 
for overriding the judge- 
ment of the U.S. intelli- 


gence community, the offi- 
cial tojd The Associated 
Press on condition of 
anonymity.' 

Clinton is expected to 
make a decision soon. 
Albright’s advice combined 
with the known opposition 
of CIA Director George 
Tenet' could seal Pollard's 
fate. 

Albright’s stance on the 
Pollard case implies she 
sees no shock to iT.S. -rela- 
tions with Israel if Pollard 
remains imprisoned. 

Last week, the Senate 
Intelligence Committee’s 
two top members, con- 


cerned Clinton may grarir 
clemency to Pollard, urged 
other senators to join them 
in a letter to the president 
asking him not do so. 

Sen. Richard Shelby, the 
-committee chairman, said 
he had encouraged Clinton 
“to rethink what I under- 
stand may be his expected 
course of action.” 

He was backed by virtual- 
ly all members of the com- 
mittee. 

Pollard was convicted as a 
spy for handing over thou- 
sands of top-secret docu- 
ments to Israel in 1934 and 
1985. 


Clinton confirmed ‘last 
month that he promised 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu at 
U.S. -sponsored negotiations 
with the Palestinians in 
October that he would look 
into Netanyahu's request for" 
leniency for PollarcL 
White House- counsel 
Charles Ruff was directed to 
solicit views of U.S. intelli- 
gence and security agencies. 
Several former U.S. intelli- 
gence officials hotly 
opposed clemency and 
asserted that Pollard 
attempted to provide classi- 
fied information to other 


countries before- striking a 
deal with Israel. 

The Justice Department's 
criminal division adamantly 
opposes clemency, senior 
officials said Thursday, 
requesting anonymity. 

Attorney General Janet_ 
Reno said she would send 
Ruff a recommendation by 
Monday. 

At the Pentagon, 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon 
noted: “The Pentagon has: 
been strongly opposed to 
the release of Jonathan 
Pollard in the past, and 1 
don’t expect any change 
from that position.” 


Lebanon fears ‘election campaign’ from Israeli military 


By Jacques LhuiUery 

Agence France Presse 

BEIRUT — A recent esca- 
lation of Israeli-Hizbollah 
violence has raised fears 
that embattled Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu could use 
southern Lebanon to try to 
boost his stature before 
national elections in May. 

Netanyahu is “killing 
innocent people, women 
and children for the sake of 
his electoral campaign.” 
said former Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares 
Bouez. 

The situation brings-back 
horrific memories of April 
1996, just before the 
Jewish state’s last general 
elections, when then Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
waged a major two-week 
offensive in Lebanon.' 


The 17-day “Grapes of 
Wrath” onslaught — osten- 
sibly-in response to repeat- 
ed rocket attacks on north- 
ern Israel by the Hizbollah 
militia — left 175 dead, 
most of them civilians. 

That operation was offi- 
cially meant to “crush” 
Hizbollah, but it was clear 
that Peres wanted to prove 
to the Israeli electorate an 
intransigence in matters of 
security equal to that of 
Netanyahu, who defeated 
him. 

Now the tables have 
turned and many fear a 
weakened Netanyahu — 
who after the collapse of 
his ruling coalition was 
forced to call for May elec- 
tions — will unleash a 
tough military campaign on 
Lebanon. 

Israel's Haaretz newspa- 
per reported Sunday that 


even Washington, a close 
ally, fears the prime minis- 
ter will attack — perhaps 
even Syrian targets in 
Lebanon — in a bid to 
revive his flagging popular- 
ity. 

The U.S. concerns grew 
after the Israeli government 
issued a formal warning 
earlier this month that it 
would carry out harmful 
reprisals if Lebanese guer- 
rillas carried out new rock- 
et attacks on northern 
Israel, it said. 

Violence has mounted in 
the region since the Dec. 22 
Israeli air raid that killed a 
mother and her six children 
in the Bekaa valley in east- 
ern Lebanon, triggering a 
cycle of daily attacks and 
counter-attacks. 

Hizbollah also twice 
launched rockets into 
northern Israel, wounding 


16 civilians. 

It did not take long for 
Netanyahu to implement 
his threat to * strike 
Lebanon's infrastructure in 


response 


guerrilla 


attacks on Israeli targets in 
the zone and northern 
Israel. 

Israeli bombardments 
over the weekend damaged 
electricity and water instal- 
lations in southern 
Lebanon. 

“Lebanon is the cemetery 
of Israeli governments.” 
said Sheikh Hassan 
Nasrallah, secretary gener- 
al of the Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah which spear- 
heads the guerrilla war to 
force Israel out of southern 
Lebanon. 

Several Lebanese MPs 
have called on the Beirut 
government to launch an 
international campaign to 


alert public opinion about 
the Israeli threats. 

Lebanese . President 
Emile Lahoud and Prime 
Minister Salim Hoss also 
have reiterated the need to 
further consolidate ties 
with Syria, which is the 
main powerbroker in 
Lebanon and maintains 
some 35,000 troops there. 

With the escalation of the 
violence has come an 
increased debate in Israel 
about the wisdom of its 
occupation of southern 
Lebanon. Twenty-four 
Israeli soldiers were killed 
there last year and 39 the 
year before. 

But as one Western diplo- 

2* P'5 ^ both the 
Hizbollah and Israel remain 
headstrong, leaving little 
hope for either side “to 
escape the Lebanese quag- 
mire.” 



'red Serbs 


Tribes halt war 
forroad-builclmg 


JAKARTA (R) — Wearing 
tribes in a remote forest regi^ 
in Indonesia’s Irian Jayahavg 
suspended hostilities so that 
they can 'watch a road being ^ 

built, the Jakarta Post rqwned rfptU 

Monday. “This is the fust tin* ^ 
for these people to see motor- .: \ 
cycles ami ciher vehicles." a -/ 
local official said. The ikw$. ! > - 
paper said some people ! , : 
walked for four days through .1 ; . 
the forests of the vast; printf. 
rive eastern province lo marvel ■ 
at helicopters arriving' 'at tie < * 
construction site bringing V ‘ 
motorcycles, trucks and cop- - 
structioo equipment ft -Te- 
tanies between different tribes 
in the Tinggi Nambut village - 
had been temporarily stopped « - 
so tribal warriors could watch > ' 
the proceedings. , : 


Official plans , 

chess match 386,13 

with murderer ^ orchafd 


LONDON (R) — After 20 
years of playing postal chess 
with a convicted U.S. murder- 
er and failing to win a smgfc 
game, British local councflkr 
John Walker has decided .® 
tinvftjr a foce-to-fece meeting 
in jaH Walker said he had 
applied for permission topfy 
a game next August aghast 
Claude Bloodgood- who b 
serving a life sentence, in 
Richmond. Virginia for rud- 
dering his mother in 1969[Tle i 
two have been playingpbaal- 
ly since Walker answered^ 
advertisement "frora 

Bloodgood in a British dies 
magazine in die 1970s. -1hei 
first game took seven years » i 
complete as prison affirirfc ; 
held up Walker’s katas cod- j 
raining his moves. V . 


Peru exports 
answer to Vicuna 

LIMA (AFP) — Irfans 
will soon begin exporting/to 
Japan an Andean pkml foai 
many here claim is thtfo*®- 
try's natural answer to aa 
potency drug Viagra. Used as 
a traditional remedy in,Pou . 
since pre-Hispanic times, : ife ■ 
plant known as maca contain; 
proteins, amino acids and vita- 
mins, along with highconceo- j 
trations of calcium, phospho- 
rus and zinc. Devotees say this 
mix is a powerful sexurf stim- 
ulant "The Japanese govern- 
ment has authorised imporc 
of Andean meca, so we yriD be 
out there competing- wto 
Viagra,” Agriculture WBmster 
BeKsario Campos annamod 
Thursday with a coy strarit 

Prisoner wants " 
sentence cut by 
one second 

MIAMI (R ) — - A Cubap4xm 
prisoner is seeking a.r^tmc* . 
live one- second reduction in 
his 365Hdayjail tern te aw# 
deportation under a 
targeting felons w& T 'sarve 
sentences of a year ig nore, 
the Miami Herald sad- Tte 
prisoner: Jorge De C&rienas- 
is a lobbyist sentracedto3to 
days in jail for obscuc^g^ 
tice in a contract 
scheme at Miami Oty fP- 

De Cnrrk»nns fniish ediigsefr 

fence on Dec. 12. Bat 
of being freed he was 
aver to the U.S. Inmiigstiw 
and Naturalisation Service and 
is being held at aLcxrisiaflaj® 
under a 1996 law allows 
them to detain for 
criminal aliens. ... - V. 

Quiz addict return? 
to school 

LONDON t’APj — 
Haward was a man 3 
dream: He wanted to 
on the television 
‘University - 

quiz show addict enr^^.^ 
the Open Utriversty^^ 
residential . coflegfr 
students of all 
classical Greek— 
hastens to add be 
motivated by 
ing. "Let’s 
killing two binft. 
stone." said 
appeared .on 
quiz shows, 

‘Mastemnar 

Gentury.” 


Lebanon er 
restrictions 
Palestinian 
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